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'R. Clap'j Pumfblety entituMabriefHif' 
tory and Vinatcation^ &c. When it Jirjl 
, appeared from the Prefs^ was thought by 
y^ /q oeneath, the; Prefident^fo unworthy his 
Station and Char aSier^ that oiut If Regard to him^ 
etnd hisUfeJulnefsy They omitted to make any public 
' Remarks upon ity in Hopes that his. Credit would 
fw'Of been in fomegocd Meafurefavedby ageneral 
Silence about ^ and.DiJregard to his'MiftakeSy and 
difingenuous Mifreprefent^tipns : , Accordingly , the 
follovfitig Remarks {which w,ere chief y wrote at a 
leifure .Houry . without any Defgn Jor the Prefs) 
"ffiould ptobabfy never have been made publiQy hadnot^ 
we Prefidenfs Piece been very indtiftriqu/ly difperfrdy 
4nd much Strefs laid upon it by the- Pref dent him-^ 
\pjf% ^^i fome of his Friends ; to the promoting a\ ' 
mong People y a Spirit of Sufpicioriy DifaffeStion 
iindCenforioufnefs.TT-Far this Reafon tnany.Ft'iendi 
io Truth and Chrifiian Liberty y are of Opniony 
thaty tho the Piece has been fome Months ahrpady. • 
yet it is expedient f hat it be anfweredy or ajiiinad-^ 
verted upon ; at the lyefre therefore of a Number 
cf Suchy the following Remarhy are now made fub" 
iicy and recommended to the Notice of ^ All, who 
are in Heart concerned for the Inter ef cf T^rutb 
and Peace. y^<(^j;T-^^^ .. 

y the AuthorJ . 
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Some REMARKS 

On Mr. Prefident CLAFs Hiiiory, and Vin^ 
- dication, .of :tbe .Dodtrincs of die New-Eng^ 
land Churches, &c. 

S the Scriptures, teath- Us jufl and adequate 
Conceptions of the Deitjr, as they' give us 
the Knowledge of Ourfelvesi "and of bur 
Relation to God,' as they give us the Knowledge of 
the inviflble World, and (hew us that Heaven 'is dc;* 
figned, as a Reward for Virtue; as they teach us thcs- 
Redemptidn pliirchafed by G&ri/?,- and thfe Qualifiea* . 
tibns that we.miift really" and perfonally become Jjof* 
icffed of, in order to final and everlafting Happinefs ; 
}hey are of the greateft Monient, and laft Concerri 
to Men : 'Tis therefore great Pity that any Thing 
fhould be' wrote or faid, that- has a riatu^al- Tenden- 
fey, .to take off the Minds of Mankind from theiri' 
ks a Rule of Faith and Manners •, or that they fliould 
be proftituted to fcrve any DeflgnS unworthy their 
Calculation. . • -. 

The pious Founders of the New EngUnd Chtihches^'* 
^rofefled to feceive the Bible as tKe' only fure Rule 'f ' 
and Teflr in Matters of Religion. ;^^This imfpea^abld 
Gift of Heaven to the Churches, they Held faft ; and 
declared that they for mcd not their religious Sentiment* 
by human Schemes and Syftems of Divinity, nor fe- 
Reived for Ddftrines tKe Cofnmandmlerits and Inftitu- 
tioniS of Men. They feoiild not beaf td be in Bondage 
to the Opinions and.ComJ)ofitionS' of fallible Men^^' 
They would nbt fuflfer any of their Fellow-Mfcn to- 
have Dominion over their Faith, who were liable tc^ 
«rr as well as themfelvcs. - Tlvtv \q^\^\xv^^^i -ij^^^St. 



luBxnkdng to .any. Standards and. Rules 6f FaitK 
and Praftice, but the Word of God. They could not 
bear tp hear of any Church or Council, Seft or Par- 
ty's being fet up a3 decifivc Judges ahd Mafters in 
Matters of Faith. And they chofe rather to leave 
their Habitations, a.nd their dear native Country,, and 
aftthdrplealant Accommodations there, and remove 
fijto this then a howling Wildemefs, a Land of Dark- 
nefs and of the Shadow of Death, and prepare them- 
felves Habitations here, where they might freely 
fearch the Scriptures, and believe and praftife ac- 
cording to what they fhould find therein ; than con- 
tinue in their anticijt pleafant Seats, under the En- 
(?umbrance of being Sutjed to the Authority of 
xaortal and uninfpired Men in Matters of Faith, 
i^nd amidjflrall the Hardlhips and Trials they had to 
conflidt with in this Land, they rejoiced, they glori- 
ed in therr religious Liberty. They folaced them- 
ifelves with fearching the Scriptures. And if there were 
any different Sentiments among them, their Enquiry 
was not fo much what was the Opinion of Luther 
dnd Calvin^ of this or the other Man, as what faith 
^ Scripture. They were willing to confult the 
YTritings of good and great Men i to learn and be 
iflftrudedy and to imfprovc them as Helpers to aflift 
them in fearching the Scriptures, but not as Lords 
9f their Faith. 

, They indeed gave tlleir Aflcnt to fome Confeflions 
^ Faith, as being in their Opinion agreeable to the 
■\Vprd of God : But at the fame Time were careful' 
tp let it be knotvn, that they received thefe Dodrines, 
not upon the Authority gf thefe Confeflions or the 
Compilers of them, but of the Word of God ; and 
Upferved Liberty to diflent from any Propofitipn in 
tbrie Compofures, if upon any more diligent Search 
<rf- the Scriptures, they fhould find the fame not ac- 
<5Qrding to the Doctrine of the Bible : And recom- 
jbCDdcd it to All to try the Doftrine.5 of thefe Con-. - 
- . feflions, 
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feffions, by that only Rule of THiii. Thos theEtr 
derg and Mcflengirs of the '0/»ilrig?^«t* Churches- af* 
fcmbled by Delegation :at Say-Bri^k^yifhcn they c6ni 
fented to the Sat-i^' Cortfeflion of Faith, declaredj 
** that they did ftot aflume to theittfelves, that any ^ 
^* Thing be taken upon Truft Ir^rA th^ln^ but comi 
•' mended to their Pebple, that thfey be immoveable 
*' and unchangeably agreed in the only sutFtciENf 
^' and iirvariabk Rule of Religi(5n, "which is the Ho- 
^' ly Scripture, the fixed CanOfi'' incapable of Addi- 
^' tion or Diminution. You ought (lay they) toac- 
^' count nothing anticnt, that 'vrill nbt ftand bythls 
** Rule, nor any Thing new thatVlll!** They fur- 
ther recommended to their Pe(J|>^e, " to. be deter- 
'* mined by this Rule [the holy Scripture} in the 
** whole of Religion;. That your Faith (fay they) bfc 
" right and divine, the Word of God muft b^ t\\t 
" Foundation of it, and the Authority of the Word 
.** the Reafon of it*. This was fo important a Point 
with them, that in Order to engage the Attention (^ 
iPeople, thereunto they took Care tO have the follow- 
ing Article of that Confeflion printed with a different 
Type. Viz. *'. The Supreme Judge by v^hich all Cofitre-- 
" verjies cf Religion are to be determined^ and all Dei" 
•' crees of Councils^ Opinions ^/ anttent iVriters^ Doc- 
*' trines of Men and private Spirits^' ari to be examinedy 
^* and in wiiofe Sentence m are to reft^ ion be w other 
*' but the holy Scripttire ddiwred ^ fhe Spirit ; inti 
" which Scripture fo del^ered^ our Faith is- Jlnalfy re^ 
-" folved-Y\ ' ' ' ' 

And doubtlefs it would havetfeeen grievous to 
thofe good ahd' eXcellfcnt Mert, it evJto their own 
boftrines and Opiriioris IhcHjld 'have been defended 
in a Manner iftGoASft^ntwidi thek ' Prctefliori, and 
.that fre-e Enquiry, arid full Subie<5i.od ■ to the holy 
Scriptures they recohimehded. Th6y h§Ver intended 
to fet themfelves up'^s Maftefi^-of•iRBSth, apid:t^ 
A 2 Vsc^^ 

* ftpfacc to the ConfeEoUi ^ c, ^, ?i"; - ^ CJBa^A.>^^^^- 
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have their Opinions impofed upon Others as Tefts of 
OrchcxJdjry and right Believing. Nor would it have 
been agreeable, to their Profeffion to have fupported 
rfieir Faith by the Authority; of any • other r tallible 
Men. Much lefe wasi it in their Thoughts .to? fet up 
this Confcffion ;as- a Rule to inteipret. die holy Scrip*- 
cures by.' • No ;Vfo far from this tthat it was one of 
the Articles-of their Belief, that, " the> infallible 
•V Rule of Ihterpretation of Scripture, is the Scrip*- 
^* tfure itfelf > -and that when there is a Queftbfi about 
^' the true and full Senfe:Qf any Scripture it. muft be 
** fearchcd and k^own by other. Pla.Qes, that fpeak 
** more clearly*." J. They fully : renounced th?. Au- 
thority of tail human Standards^ of JFaitk " . 
r: I AM forry then that any Gcfttiemait (hould under- 
take to. defend. the Dodtrinqs. of tbefe good M^n, in 
fuch a Way as will, i tend to fet; up that hunian Au- 
thority in .Matters of Faith which they fo fully re- 
XkQunccdii and to caufe the Faith of Men to ftand, 
3!K7/ in, the Power of God , but in the fVifdom of Men': 
Jind;which inftcad of vindicating the Dodrines of 
thofe good and great Men, will rather expofe them^ 
as tho* they relied. upon the Authority of ■ Men, and 
iiot pf God. : »=' \ •' , • ■ * i 

;.Mr. Prefident*^ Piece, which tie calls a Hiftory 
and Vindication of the Doctrines of the New-Eng^ 
land Churches, feems to be of this. Nature.:, For 
what Argu.mei^t hath'* he produced in Vindication of 
ijiefc Doarine?,; that doth not. rclv upon the Autho*- 
xity of fallible Men in Matters or Faith ? » 

r I AM perfwaded- the N(%ihEngland Churches will 
not thank Mr.;. Pr for this Piece, nor imagine that 
their PoArincs ar^ vindicated |?y ii;.; They will doubt- 
kfs rather fear left Xhofc of diSi?rent Sentiments take 
Occalion .to trium.ph over them, as tho' their Faith 
ftood only in the Wifdom ofMen, and could only b? 
fiipported by. hqpian Authority . and Compofitions. ^ 
v.. ' ' '. : . . ' > Mr. 

>f ConMon of FaiA, Chap, 1. S«a. <^ 
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Mr. Prefideiit, after having inti-oduced himfelf, 
by a juft Obfervationi on the importance of Rcligi-' 
on ; fills up eight or nine Pages, in proving, tha^ 
the Cahinijiic Doftrines, have been generally received 
in the New-England; Churches from, the Beginning of 
this Country. And in my Opinion he has proved his 
point. ! But will it, from thence follow thatthefe Docf 
trincs^, are the Doftrines of the Cl^riftian Religion ? 
No ;: This is an infufHcient Proof, and which we of 
thefe Churches are not willing to rely upon. We art 
fenQble, and the Pr. I am confident wilt allow, that 
it is poflible, and has often been the Cafe, thatNumt 
bers of Men hare believed Errors, fronni Generatioii 
to Generation, and cbnfequently that tbcfe Doftrinc* 
may be falfe; notwithftanding they have been owned . 
and believed, by fuch Numbcf s, and . for fo long \ 
Time : And that they ought to be deemed fo, were 
there no other Evidences for their Support. Truth 
and Error are not like Worms and Butterflies, that 
Metamorpbofe one into another. Truth is immutaf* 
ble, believing of it a thoiifand Years. makes no Al^ 
teration : The iame may be faid of Error, it wiU 
never become Truth by being believed. Thefe ThingI 
I obferve, not that it is niy Defign to perfuade Men tQ 
believe thcfc Do<5lrines to be falfe ; but to remove all 
falfe Reafoning from their Minds^ fo far as I am capt« 
ble of it 5 that they may judge of Truth by gooi 
Evidence, and that Truth may ftand upon its own 
Bafis ; ^nd to inform Thofe that receive not thefe 
Doflrines, that we don't build upon fo fandy a Foun- 
dation, nor rely upon fo i^ifufficient; a Proof; for we 
^•^ily allow that if this Argument will prove that 
Calvimfm is the true Faith, the fame Argument would 
have proved, that the Idolatry of Egypt^ Greece and 
Rj^mCy was the true Religion , in oppofition to tho 
Religion of the God of .Heaven ; and that Armnia'* 
nifm^ now amongft the Roman Catholicks, is the ge- 
nuine Religion of -Clrijix as xVi^^ vjiccw^vw^ '^^ "^^ 
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Prefidcnt have bcEcvcd thofe DoflTincs, about two 
hundred Years. See Page 33. Indeed this Argu* 
incnt would prove that there might be an Hundred 
true Religions, or rather prove that there was none 
itt all ; bccaufe Reafoning from falfe Principles, and 
Judging upon infufficicnt Evid^brices,have a Tendency 
CO conrourtd Truth itfclf, in the Minds -of Men. 
The Prefident's i>efign was to to perfuade us to be* 
Ueve that the Caivinifiic Dodtrines were the pure 
Doctrines of the Chriftian Religion •, elfe why doei 
he ftile his Piece* a Vindication of thofe Dodrincs > 
Now this Argument, vb:.' that the Churches of 
NeW'EngUni^ &c. have generally believed them, is 
the main Ailment he has made ufe of for the Sup- 

^OT of them. This being the Cafe, I think- we have 
eafon to complain 6f the Abufe he has offered to 
<is, and not only to Us, . bui: to Truth itfclf : For 
if thefe Dodrines be true, as the Ne-JL^-Engtmi 
Churches have believed them to be, this Argument, 
ioes, not prove them to l?c fo: And 'tis really an 
Ibjury to Truth, to produce any Argument for the' 
Support of it, that will fupport a FaKhood as well \ 
bccaiile this is putting Tnrai ^nd Error upon the 
fitae Bafis, and is in JFaS: confounding Truth itfelf. 
"Mr. Prefident proceeds, Pagft 9, 10, 11, 12. to 
f^ve an Account of the Rife and Foundation of 
Sur College^ and of the End for which it was cr^ed j 
together with the Refolves and Rules that have been 
ifiaide in (aid CcHege, from Time to Time, fbf the, 
Government of its Members,. Csfr. but ai to the 
Foundation of this College^, or of Ct?fll^r^in" general, 
I (hall fay nothing •, but refer rtiy ReadeJ^i; to thtf 
learned and ingenious Author^ A. Z. whofa Piece 
on this Subject has been lately printed : An4 ihall 
Content my (elf by making fome Obfervatrdnsr on 
the Refolves of the Reverend Corporation of Tale* 
CcUegej made Nov. 21, 17^3; as publiflicd in the 
JPrc/idcnt's Picce^ .Page 13, 14^ 15, 16 and 17. 
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i siJPPQSB Mr. Prefidcnt imagined the DoflrineS 
6{ iHc Nsm-^En^land Chutchcs received fomc Confirm* 
ftiation by tJxcfe Rcfoives •> or elfc I can't guds tdf 
what Purpcrfc they were here introduced. But theii 
they feem to me to be fo itty calculated for fuch a 
Purpofc, "fa inconfiftent .with the profeffid Principlear 
of tlie NewrEngioTid Churchts^ and even with thenar' 
fclves, that they tencj rathei? to. ovierthrow than eft** 
biifli the Dodrines of: thcfe'Churchcs;^ . 

For, Fiirft I ohfcrvc they arc a ContradidHon iof 
Miemfelves^ and that thejr ^are inconiiflent one witb 
tiie other. — — • 

, In their firft Refolvc, thev fey, U the Scriptures 
^yof the Old and New-Tcftament,' aKi.thc oisrLY^. 
^* RuLis, of Faith and Prafticc, in ill, Matters of 
" Religion^ and the Stambard by which all Dbdi 
^* trincSy Principles andPradlices in ReKgion are ta 
^ be tryed and judged," in their fecond Refolvei 
they fay, *' that the Affembly's Catechifin and Con< 
** fcflion of Faith, contain a true and juft Summa* 
*.* ry of the moft important Doctrines of th^ ChriP 
V. tiaq Religion, and that the true Senfc of the faa 
•* crcd-Scriptures is juftly.colledbed and fummed up 
•* in thofc Compoficions," and in their fifth Refolve 
fay, ^ that every Perfon who fhall hereafter be cluvi 
** fen, a Prefident, Fellow, Profeflbr of Divinity; 
** or Tutor^ fhall, before he enter upon the Execuii^ 
•^ tion. of his Office, publickly give his Confent, to 
** the Catechifm and Confeflion of Faith ; as con-< 
'* taining a juft Summary of the Chriftian Religioii 

V as before exprefs'd, and renounce all Dodrines, or 
*' Principles contrary thereunto ; and Ihall pafs thro* 
". foch an Examination, as the Corporation think 

'" proper, in order to their being fully fatisficd that 
*' he docs it truly, without any Evafion or Equivo* 

V cation ;*• and in their eighth Refolve fay, *^ that 
*' in as much as it is efpecially neccflary, that a Pro- 
^^ feflbr of Divinity be found in th^ ¥ ^ixVv^ \^^\^^^ 
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^ the cbMMTON Tests before rhcntibned;, jhc.-ftfeU 
^ publickly exhibit a full Confeffion of hi«. Faith,- 
*f Gf^.'* What now,, do rfic Corporation jneian by- 
riiefc COMMON Tests or Rules, for Tefl: and Rule 
are only two Words for one and. the fame Thing, 
which is Evident from the Rcfolvic* thcmfelves, for 
by Tests here, 'tis obvious they mean, the Cate- 
ehifm and ConfefBon of Faith^ and that they are 
ufed for the Mcafure of Do&xjnes, for the 'feme- irur- 
pofe the Scriptures, are ufed, which they. fay are the 
only Rule : So that from the Terms thcn^felves,. as- 
well as from the Application of the Things to the 
iamePyrpofe; 'tis Evident that the Corporation mean 
one and the fame Thing bjr- Test , and Rule^^ 
Here is therefore the ContradidHon; the Corporation 
firft fay the Scriptures are the. only Ruiue, and then 
make two niore. If the Scriptures are the ojpJy Rule 
for the Trial. of Do6lrines, the Confeffion of Faith 
and Catechifm can be no Rule op Tefti if .there be 
any Meaning in Terms ; if there be lib Meaning td 
Wordsj jthen the Word only may mean One,, Ten^ 
ct any other Number or Thing juft as Men pleafe: 
^, SicoNDLY, I obferve, that the Catechifm and 
Confeffion of Faith, are no Rule or Test. for. the 
Meafure and Trial of Doftrines := and . that they; 
pught not to be ufed as fuch. .Fifft> they are i no! 
Rule, nor may they be ufed for this Purpofe, . be- 
caufetis not abfolutely certain that they are Commen- 
furate, or. equal to the only Standard, the Word of 
God. .The Corporation indeed give it as their Opi- 
nion, that they are a juft Summary of the impbrtant 
Doftrines.bf Revelation ; but is this fufficient (at 
making them a Rule ? By no Means, ihey ought 
certainly to know that . they are equal, if they will 
make them a Rule for the Meafure of Doftrines.; tis 
not right for me to fell by a Meafure, the Content 
of which is not certainly known, becaufe I am of the 
Opini6n that it is in Length equal to a Yard ; Noi 
- " ■ ' Irauffi 



1 m'uftkaow it to beexaaiy jcqual. Before 1 cln indcfi 
tjfe, oF it fdr that Purjpofe ;. and whether in that Caft 
I can tie Jiiftifiedi will Dc cletcrmined by and by ; now 
thij is the Cafe ri^pcftirig tHcfi Cbrhpofui« : I'he 
torpoiiticih dp hot know that dicy arc: e^^adtljr equ4 
to the only kulei vii.^ the §crit>turcs ; cionlequentl]^ 
if they niakc thefc ^Riilcfot MeafuHng, they mea- 
lure by fomethihg the McaTub df ^hich is uncer* 
fairii arid^ for that Reaftin can never be ft Rule. 
■•Seconal, If the Gatechifih tuid CdhfelTidn, were rf 
juff Sumnjary of "tKe ^ PoAijneS' bC the Olci and 
New-Teftdmcnt,' or w^rif, thde Compofitions ex-i 
&6Uy cbirimfenfuritc td the only Riiie ; ^ct they are 
ho Riile for the Meafurc of DoAHncs nbf may 
they be (ifcd as ftich, beca:ufe fhejr are not ftamped 
by proper A(ithority 5 tht divirie" Legiflator, whoft 
^nly Right it is to tnaKft Rules for this Purpofe,- h^ 
not put iipori th6iti any Evidence of his Ap|)r6bati7 
on of them ais Riiles i and therefore • £hey may not 
be iifed as fuch^ Fbrhk approving of fhem as i 
Rule; ahd putting fdmifeMarK oh them in Evidencft 
bf Kis Approbation of them as fiieh J fhakes'fhem iK 
Rulei drid Without this, they are ho Rule at alL 
When a Bulhel is ftaled by jiroper . Abthority, iC 
then becdm|cs a Riilc, fpf MeafuHri^ ; but it will nol 
follow, thdt cvcrv Velfcl.that Contains, cxaftl^ tht 
Quantity of the Bilflicl ibovc mentibned, is a RuJtf 
fbr B^cafurlng,. arid may , Be tifed for that Ehd • fok 
tis not the VefTel dr the Quantity itcbntalris, that 
inakes it a Rule for MeafUiing : No; biif pro'pfer Au^ 
thqrity's faying it iRall be a Rule^ and Stam|)in^ it 
for' that Pufpofe. Conformable hereto',; ill owi 
Weights ajid .Meafures, which, are our Rules bjf. 
whicn we mcafufc Things tliat are bought ifid f6\Q^ 
ire • fealed by pWper Authority, and tii illegal ftt 
inafee ^Ufe of "fh^ni if not. fealed, thVAe^ jhbuld 
be ^-ight a^ to t^ie Quantity they contain, ainttecdeht 
te thtir beiiig^alcd i for this Reafoh^ tJiitthfe^^M. 



110 Rule ▼ithout' Scaling; or in other Words, {Atf 
arc no Rule without that Authority fays they ifhall 
pc a Rule, whofe only Rijght itiis to make a Rule. 

Mqr^ver, it is- a Thing of fatal Tendency, to 
jmakc any -Mcafurc a Rule for Meafuring, unlefi it 
be fealed for that Purpofe. Suppofc I have a Mea- 
liire, between which and the Standard of the Go- 
ycrnment, there is no perceptible Difference ; fup- 
pofe another ^Man ihoiud conform his Meafure to 
l^ine, and fp on for a thoufand Times ; tho' there 
fliould be ^np perceptible Difference between any of 
the two Meafures that Jb^vc been compared togetheri 
yet there may be great Odds between the twp Ex- 
tremes ; for a thousand Degrees of Variation, tho* no 
6ne Degree fhould be pcrc;;eivable by itfelf, will make 
great Odds when the Sum is viewed in the two Ex^ 
jremes. If we apply this to the prcfent Cafe, fupr 

efe the Catechifin and Confeffion of Faith, flioukj 
allowed to be a Rule for -this Reafon, becaufc 
there is no perceivable Difference between thcn> 
and the Scriptures j may not another human Com- 
j^ofitipn be allowed to Sea Rule, becaufe there is no 
jferceptible Di&rence between that, and the Cate*- 
thi(m and Confeffion (thofc two Things that agree to 
|,_ Third, cxaftly agree between themfelvesj and fo 
ftii at what an afto^i(hing^ Diftance ihall we get to 
{y and by from the Standard ? Anv Man that con-<» 
^dctis how arbitrary Words. arc, and that fcarce any 
(wo I!y^en affixes the fame Number of Ideis exactly, to 
the {^IsM Term •, muft be convinced, how uncertaift 
fnd pernicious fuch a Method of proceeding would 
j^rove^ if Mankind could be fo weak as to come in<^ 
Ip it. ;• . .. . ' . 

Thirdly, The Rule thfi Corporation haVe made, 
ifor fettling the Meaning of Terms made Uf? of ia 
l^e CatechtGm and Coi^ffion of Faith^ is np Role, 
tiQf does it dcCtprc that Name. 
:.: Bupbefqrfc I proceed oh this ObicrVation, I beg 
dSic^/e to &y, I imagiijc this Rule was principally in- 



tended to fettle the Meaning of thofe Phrafcs, whlciji 
never wanted to* be fetded ; for as the Scripture^ . 
would not avouch them, there is no Neccflity they 
cverfhould be fettled' for Divinity's Sake: Tho* it 
might bencceflary, to fujJport a Party and aFadion'; 
Ecclefiafticks inipofing upon Mankind thieir own un* 
fcriptural Terms, and demanding their Afl?nt to th^' 
Same^i has diftrafted the Chriftian World, and made 
it often drunk with the JBlood of the Saints : Which, 
rnny God prevent for tl>e*FutMre,bY infJJiring theMi- 
niftersof his Religion, :w'ith awurtder judgment; 
and a more Chriftian Temper; * 

'/ But to return- — -.^- 
The Reverend Corppratiph fay, that the ^VTernij 
•* and thrafcs in faJd'Compofures, (hall be Under^-. 
*• ftood and taken in the fame Senfe, in which fuch 
" Terms and Phrafes have been gehefally ufed ir( 
" the Writings . of Proteftant Divines ■; and efpeci- 
V. atlly in'rhdr Piibiick Confeflions of Faith." Now^ 
if* this C^onfeffion and Catechifm a^e to be confiderect 
;^.aTcft> of Orthodoxy, and a Standard of Faith y 
^is it a very unreafonable, unju(|; Method of in-i 
{Arprcfting the Terms therebf,: ' ^ ' 
Indeed, if they arc confidered only as a Declaration 
of the Opinions of their Authors, I know no bettci^ 
Way of finding their Senfe, than by fcarcfully con- 
fulting their other Writings, and the Confeflions that 
were drawn up by Men oT the fame Sentiments, and 
0ie other Writings of fuch Men. But if they 
are to be regarded as a Standard of right Belief, fub- 
ordinate to the Holy Scriptures ; the Cafe is quite 
otherwife. The Qucftlon in this C^fe, is not at all in 
what Serifc -the 'Authors of thefc Compofures ufed 
flie Words and Phrafcs thereof, and intended to havtf 
them taken j but the only Queftion is, in wha{ Senfc 
the feveral Pofitions in them do agree with th4 Holy 
Scriptures ; and in this Senfe they ought be taken 
and expounded, and in tvo ox\x^t. '^^'^t.-iS^si^^^^ 
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AU U obvious, viz. that the PoGtions contained in 
thefc Compofurts, arctnic only in that Senfc oF 
them, in which they agree with the Scriptures. 

The Kulo of Interpretation Here given, is alfo im- 
pracircable. For hoyjhallwc' bis aJDde to examine 
ill the Writings 5art3 Commentaries, and Confe^ions 
yf the\PrQt;e|t<nfc /piyines ^ How can we come at 
them, iri'tKis Part of ttie ^l^^prld ? Alafs for us ! If 
We muffMve a'§(:andard oSrF^ith ra upon us,* 

Aat we lliall not be alile tq ^d the Senfe and Mean- 
ing of, without' going. to Ikpow riot what Writers 
and Gommehtators and Co^i^fcinphs ! * * • 

> It is alic) .ttj^ccrtajn V for tKerch'ave been, and ftilf 
^re aVarilc'^ -of Opinions ^cpongft-Proteftant Divines 
ibouffundryThiiQgs contained in theft Compofures^ 
fTis wcU knQwn,%at the gre^teft J^art of tKe:prefen^ 
Proteftaiit Divihes of the ^huxcH qf fy^lan'i^ are hot 
Calvimjik j yet ' they-^ve their "Aflcpt tP Qio Article:^ 
of their Church '^' Mrhicljf tEjp ftev'-d ^x^ Prefijlerit an4 
Bodies of Cf«/'z;/jje/?/ir' Piviries before "him, o^Ji arid af- 
fent to,P^gv 6 of the !PreficJerif s Pjc^c: From :5vherica 
tis evident, , tK^ when theft Proteftiiat |)iv.ihcs^ wJ^^ 
fliffer* in* tiieif Sentrmemi of Religion, 'at leaft " wTwX 
Jlcgard to -fon^c; fpccylative Points, g|ve th^ir Aflcht; 
^o the fame Phrafcs ;' they do hot ^pdfjrftand them iiV 
the ;fariie Scrife': *Tis obvious tbercfo'^e, that this is 
XioRyle, becaiife Proteftant Divines of different Senti- 
tient^ give tliw Aflenf t6 the fame Phrafcs, applying 
^iffejenjc' 5enfts' to' therhr If t^e C6rpoi?ation woul4 
have us uhderftarid by the Word?, *^ pcnerally ufe(^ 
5[n the. Writings pf Proteftant pivirie? " that "Num- 
bers^ .?ire to determine thfc C^ife, I imagine ' tjie ' Rule 
^ill wprk ag^nft fli^m 1^ for I perfume v^at the greater 
Part of the Pr6teftant Divinei "are of the- Rcmon^ 
ilrant Prinjciiplc j I/hsiCvel notriiadd the Calculation, I 
Jcavje. thpfe'Ctntlenicin'to do' that, who: think that 
Truth i^ td be determined by Vote. 1 am fenfibla 
tiiat it will be objefted h^xt^ that the Church of 

//^f>/ .( ^;.^ ''.:. V: -'^".'^ T .. " "'.' ""' ": Bigiani^ 
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£^&fdi4ifomr their own Principles', Tho& thatitiakt 
this Objection may, if they pleafe {>iov&lt. 'I :iSuili 
leave the Church to defend Thcmfeives r^Airil fludOt 
only obferve; that it Has ^been faid by::.Ontlemaf 
on that Side bf the Queftion;.%nd|dbn'vi£nofc9i>bti» 
witbRcafon, that the Compiled of their: lArdcles^ 
Cohfiftcd of a Body of Men -^^rho weiopMriyXWw 
nijiic and partly Remokiftrant ; and that .they lU 
greed' to admit fuch Phrafes, as they couldTipdn oodt 
Sides of the Queftion confcnt to,in that Senfe of thenp 
(they Themfelves bcmg Judges) which they reaU;^ 
thought was jufl and genuine. Haw that was, S 
^oh't certainly know ; but think if that was the trutE 
of the Cafe, they fat an excellent good Example, £si 
til Men for the Future, who undertake & be Faich« 
Makers, to follow. '? 

Palling this, I further obfcrvc,^^ r 

That this Rule of the Corporation, will fenretut 
bttle better if we take rtbe Calviniftick Divinei of 
Note and Character *, for they Themfelves difier widei-r 
ly as to the Senfe and Meaning of the fame TcrmS' 
and . Hu'afes. This Point I would i labour to prove 
&lly, was it not, that I am perfuaded that inrery One 
that has made any confiderable Proficiency, iii the Pa«3 
lemical Part of Divinity,:i8 convinced or it already. 
Jt may ferve as well under this prefent Head, to relatd. 
part of an Evening's Converlation whidi htppea'd 
foon after thefe Refolves were made, at the Pkitudent't 
Houfe ; betweenMr. Prefiden t, andMeflTrsH.G. W. an^ 
D. which I have received from thofeGcBtlcmeniwhichi 
may be depended upon as Truth, and is as follciws.^ 
Thefe Gentlemen waited upon Mr. Prefident, and 
obferved to him, that they undcrftood the Rcv*d 
Goiponition had pafied a Number of Reforves,' arid 
that as they were varioufly reprefented, they fhould be 
o|)liged tQ hUn if he would favour them Math the 
Sight of them. Accordingly the Prefident produced 
the Refolves and read them j to whicHfotcw^^Lwi^^g^- 



tlfi;wefie[$dtei; thcfirftExcepdcmwastotliefecond 
Bdbliic. For as the Corporation in their firft Re« 
tbivtj Ind declared that die Scriptures were a Pri^ 
If AR3r:&^E'of Fakhand Manners ; (b in their fe-r 
Mdd Bfiftliri:, die^;. had declared that the Aflemblyf^ 
<patechifin-.and Confeflioh of Faith, were a Sicond'^ 
imT: JMl^ of Faith and Manners ; § upon which 
theft Qeottemen obferved, that the Scriptures were 
Ibe bnljq RULB of Faitb and Manners ; and that 
confoqucikly, diar was no i^ropriety in faying that 
l^tofe. Of bit Corhpofitions were a fecondary Rule. 
Buf-Mr.-jftjeiident infilfed upon it, that the Term| 
BmuAiif: AVi> SECONDARY,; were properly apply'dy 
(sSl / 

^:\jki^Mi &mc ConveriatiQn. on this Point, thofo 
Gentlemen obferved to the Prefident, that the Rule 
the Corpora<io©Tmd made, for, fettling, the Meaning 
ofcTaneft IJuid.PhhJesmaderUft of in thdfteonipo- 
Jbre8j:.'*wCI (in their Opinion yfltaJRule at all r Bud 
tbt}.Brdi^ent afierted tnat it was a jgood Rule. It^ 
©nteritatry how this Rule! w6uld "operate, H.. W.. 
ant4"]^-<^offeredihi5mfelvds:tohe examined, iniQrBer 
liTi be^q»rii£iedr Secundum. Modum^ to be Tutors of thq^t 
GdUgenh rFhc^ Eacaminatldn began -^ with Mr.' H.» • 
.'{MinfjPii^amyDU Mr Hr'.g^ve your Aflent :to the 
Affimbiy'^ Catechilm, and Gonfefli'oq of Faith ? 
f)'lMh[f,H lYwj/as: to. the Subftance of them.: But- 
&%m)hbti certain that I underftand that Phrafe made c 
IfffeoTlil'the Affembly's Catechifm, viz. 1'he Pains ofi 
W^-forttoet^ io the ^me Senfe that the Prefident^ 

i.: :.■«■*. p. Howl 

L V ■. : • • ' ' ■■ ■ * 

)tBy:tl^»'Wky icf'xnuft be noted, that the firft aad fecond Refolirei ■ 
, liap^ip-fiiice been altered, and thefe Words,. Primary » in.the firft^ 
ai}'d' Secondary, in the fecond Refolvej, left out. But comparing 
the^^rft and fecond -Refolve, as they now (land; with* the ciehtS' 
^ lUlbhe, I think I may iay (afting pardon for th% Bxpremony 
. fH^H they have bpen trended for tlie^Worfc; jFor-ti^ nt4r< iinjpll^ . 
jgjS^lc toulk ofprimzry and fecondary KuW ui B^^\v.<qqiL) tKaii 

' ^"Va/Jt of ONE cNhY Rule and two mgic* '^ 



. H Ho^ do .you undcriland it, ^hat^it ^wat 

bpinioa oF it ? ^^ :.-j jji 

H. r am of the Opinion of Doaor)5^-— ^.that 4^ 
Infants wiU Ijc faved.* ■ ; - <-Y- •- 

P. I am not ccxtain, .whedier { caa^A^ty^M 
Mr. H. as a Tutor or not. _;j 

. tF. Mr. Prcfidcnt it teems you arc .undeter- 
mined wiiitherto admit Mr, H. or not ^ Whatdc^ 
you fay. xo ine ? I am of the Opinion of Doctor Watts^ 
^iz. That ^1 i-nfants who are aoi; finally f^d, wiU 
be annihilated^ or put out of Bcir^, 

P. vdnaihilation is a Sort of an eternal ^uniih*^ 
inent, I believe I canadmit youIyfrYW.; . - * 

P. Well Mr. D. what isyourOpijiion^m thiy 
Point ? 

D. My Opinion Sir,, is th& fame with Doftqr /Z^*- 

ky^s. ,,. . . ..J :i..'" •-.■■ 

Pr. "Wliat is Doilor Ridgkf% Opinion ?,;: 
£}*. Do£lor Ridgl^y fpeaking upon the State of 
Infants, exprefies himfelf as near as t can remeti^ 
ber in thefe Words, " For my Part I can*t but b© 
** of the Opinion of St. Auguftinej who faysi tjiat tha 
** State of Infants in the other World will be fuch, 
" that it cannot be faid of them, that they had bet- 
" ter not be.'* In a Word (faid D.) Ibel^evc thatthofe 
Infants that are loft: (for this is a ConCequenpe of St^, 
Augujiim?% Opinion) in the other Life, will . hiave one 
Degree oi" Mifery and two Degrees, of HappiQ^fs:i ia 
that they will have one Degree of neat Happineu* 

P. 1 think this is not Dodor Ridgly\ Opinion^, 
it is not in the Vols. I have by me. . : 

D. Are thofe Vols, your's Sir ? 
P. No, they belong to the Libraryr 
p. I know this Paflage is not in thofe. Volumejfk 
ana there is a good Reafon for it j for the. Vol. tbtfe 
contained that Paflage fell into the Hands of a «ealiL 
ous Brother, andbecaufeit did not fquarc with his 
Orthodoxy, he cither erafcd it, or cut it ouic <^l.^lBft. 



Truth. Be t^C 9^ it will, gap you admit txii Mti 

Pr. V^y—Xcs I believe fo; for riiy own Paft f 
dteft'*cfarv%--ts foiiSfc-Gcfltlemcn flb bji tHat Point. I 
believe that thofe Infants thaf are loft; will be b k 
Sort of arfihfchfible Statc^ the little Scnfe they there 
lirillhdve, wUI be aSenfc of .Uneafincfs 5 and that lit- 
dc uneafy Senfe continlied^-tteltially, ftttty well 
^mpbh» - with that Exprclfibri of the Aflcmbly of 
Divines, Viz. and iti Fains bf Heff far ever. Upbii 
w^ich Mfi ff. trJF. tcply'd arid faid, Mh P. you 
ought to rcfiga your Prefidcntlhit) tipon your owii 
Kelbli^s i And challenged hiitt to prdduce one fingle 
Prpteftant Divine, that eyeroiit th^t . Conftruftiori 
upon that Expi^effion ; arid added that it could hot 
be the Senfe of. the Aff^mbly of Divines, (or Proi 
teftant Divines oni tod all, fejprefcrit the Paihjof 
iiell, or the Mifiscy of the Damned, to be eXquifite, 
snd beyond all our Conceptions. Ahd top'd up th^ 
Gpnveriation; by faying, Mr. Prcfident, if you ml\ 
^bw me to take the fame Latitude with Terhis that 
you d6 ; I iibtonly can fubfcribc thbfe Compofitions, 
Dut any Thing you can compofe. Thus finilheq 
that Evenings Converfation, upon which when I 
have made fome Reflexions, I will finifh. this Head: 
Fir s T| I obfcrve that the Authors above-meiit;i-f 
cried, vli. Dr. ^— , l^a^ts^ and Bidglefi wfere all noted 
Divines of the CalvimJHck Principle^ to which I add 
Mr. Prcfident, and may All for any Thing I- know, 
have aflcnted to thefe Comporftions-, fome of- them I 
know have, but tis evident notwithftanding, that no 
Two of them agree between Themfelves, and not One 
of them tq the: Catechifm, in the Propbfition above- 
mentioned, taken in the plain obvious Senfe of it; 
llieir Principles areas different a$ their Faces. 
■ SiCONDLV, I obferve that Confefllohs of Faith; 
^. arc nothing- but a Nofc ©f Wax :- Which can be 
' ' " " "" - - ^ ^turnedl 



ttHfned ihls Way or that] juft as it fuitsr. If Tim»" 
j^ndulntcreft fervc, fwch ^Latitude is allowed with 
Phrafes, any Body may be orthodox : Bc!C if TitM 
and Intcreft don't fcifve, then 'tis all a new Scheme^ 
k new Rtiligion, the^ Gbfpel knows nothing of. 

Thirdly, The impofing of human Compofures^' 
Jias a Tendency to make Men hypocritical and 
diflioneft; But not to make them honeft or vir- 
tuous.' '• ■■ " , /'■• ■ " .' ■ ^'r.-^ ■■''..'■ i 

4 Fourthly, The Corppratiori have under^valued 
the Religious Gonftitution ofthefe Churches; byRc^ 
IbJ^es inconfiftentwith./^ H^ads (^ Agteemeta affented 
to by the united,Mipiftcrs formefly called Prejlyterian 
and Congregaiionali which Were agreed by the Elders 
und M^engcrs of the Chiwrhes in this Colony aflfem- 
bled by Delegation at Say-Brooky fliould'be obferved 
by the Churches throughout this Colony^. In thebc 
r- srh.Refolve |). 15. They fayi, ^\ That eveiy Perfori 
^' who fliall hereafter be chofen^a Prefident, Fellow, 
f^ &c. fliall piibiickly give his Copfent to tbeCate^ 
f* chifm- ai^d Confeffion of Faith, a& containing'^ 
?* juft Summary, &c.'* And Jti their 6th Refolye^ 
they fay,, that if any fudi Perfon, "Siall afterwar4a 
?* change his SfentimcntSr— hi? cannbtr— continue ..iii 
?* his Poft." Now the 8th Head of that Agre^ement^ 
Is concerning a Confeflion of Faith in thqfc/Words^ 
viz. " t As to what appeitains to Soundnefs of Judgr 
V* meat in Matters of Faith; we iefteem it fufEcient,' 
.f*'that a Church a9kno^iedge tjie Scriptujes to be 
f * the Word of Got)y the perfed: and; only Rule of 
^* F^ith and Praftice. 5 anjj own either the doftrinal 

V Part of thofe commonly called the Articles of thq 
f* Chmch of Englan4j or the Confeflion or CatCr 

V chifm, fliorter or larger cqhipiled by thp Affembly 
f< zi ff^cjiminj/ier, or the Confeflion ^gfeed oh at thp 
♦* Sa*b^j to be agreeable to the faid kule." Here we 

C ' fee 
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ftfe^ *tis fully agrcedv that in thcfe CHurcJi^, a Mirt 
iliall be efteemed of a found Judgment in Matters 
6f Faith; or orthodox, if he acknowledges the 
Scriptures to be the Word of God, the perfeft and 
only Rule of Faith and Manners ; and own either the 
doftrina) Part of the 39 Articles of the Church of 
England^ or the Confeflion or Catechifms, &c. to be 
agreeable to faid Rule. Jt is not required that they 
Ihall acknowledge either of thefe human Compofitions, 
**^ contain a true and juft Summary of the moft im^* 
** portant Dodrines of the Chriftian Religion, and 
*' that the true Senfc of the facred Scriptures is juft- 
** ly. fummed up in cither of thefe Compofltions.'^ 
^ It is fufflcitnt that they acknowledge cither of thefe « 
five Compofitions to be agreeable to the Scripture 
Rule, in the Doftrines laid down in them. Whici 
they may be, and yet be a very imperfeft Summary 
of the important Doftrines of the Chriftian Religion. 
TheDodrines laid down in them may be agreeable to 
the Word of God, and yet the Senfe of the Scripture's 
be faf from being fully and juftly fummed up in thefe 
Cdmpofirions': Some Articles of the Chriftian Faith 
may be contained in thcfe Compofitions ; and yet 
ihtoy important Dofti'ines of Chriftianity not delf- 
f vered in them. Befides it is not required that they 
fliall acknowledge all thefe Compofitions to be agree- 
•^ble to the Scripture : It is fufficient that they ac- 
. 'knowledge any one of thefe five Compofitions to bfe 
'%reeable to this Rule. Now it is very poffible for a 
Perform to acknowledge fome One of The^to be agree*- 
able to the Word of God, and m)t be fully fatisfied 
that the Savoy Confeffion of Faith, and tire Aflem- 
bly's Catechifm are in every "Point fo. There may bfe 
" Some perhaps,who may own the doftrinal Part of thb 
'39 Articles of the Church of England^ to be agree- 
able to the Word of God •, and yet not be fatisfidl 
•that every Article of the Confeffion of the Savoy is 
fo :■ Now according to the * Agreement of thefe 

,. C\vitchfi< 
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Piurchcs, fuch aOnefliallbe accounted orthodox* 
Or there may be Some who may own the fhorter Ca-^ 
techifm compiled by the Affembly at Weftminfterto b? 
agreeable to the Rule of God*s Word, and y^t among 
the many Articles of the Confeflion agreed on at thq ^ 
Si^voy^ there may be fome,that they may fufpc6t not ta 
^e agreeable t^ faid RulA But according to the A- 
greement of thefc Churches, fuch are to be received 
^s Men of a found Judgment in Matters of Faith, 
As all Men arc imperfeft, and in fome Things likely 
miftakcn in this prefent d4rk World j it is not ftrange 
if there be fome different Apprehenfions amongft the 
beft of Men,about fome Things contained in lo long 
^ Confeflion as that of iphc Sa^cy. It can't be ex**, 
peded that every wife anc^ good ^^an fhould thinly 
alike in every leflcr Article hereof: And it would bc^ 
exceeding hard to rejeft as erroneous every Perfpn 
that cannot aflent to every one of Thefe ; for Inftance, 
all Thofe that believe that God created \he Angels * 
before the fix Day$ mentioned by MofeSy whp thcre-^ 
fore cannot aflent to the whole of the firft Article jn 
the fourth Chapter of that Confeflion, and all thofo 

food Men who believe that the Chriftian Sabbath, or 
rft'Day of the 7«e;5^ Weck,is the feventhDay of the 
Week reckoning from the Beginning of the World, 
vho cannot therefpre aflent; to the Whole of the fe-^ 
yenth Article of the twenty fecond Chapter of thatCpn-» 
feflion. It is therefore provided by the Conftitutipn 
Qf thefe Churches, that every M^n may choofe which 
of the Formulas he will ajSTent to as agreeable to the 
Word of God. And *tis therefore inconfiftentwidithis 
Conftitution to refolvc;, that every Prefident, Fellow, 
Profeflbr of Divinity or Tutor to be chofen, fhall give 
his Confent in fuch Manner, to both the Catechifm 
and Confeflion of Faith ; and if he alters his Min4' 
in any Particular, be obliged to refign. This is to 
lake away that Liberty allowed by our Conftitutipn, 

' 9 2 FlFXVwV^j^ 



FrrTHLY, the Corpbration have undervalued, antl 
cafl- Contempt* upon the facred Scriptures ; by 
giving the Catechifm and Confeffion the Preference,' 
#s a Rule of Faith. — In the eighth Refolve, Pagp 
t6. They fay, ." That if any Dotsbt or Queftiorf 
** fhall arife, about any Doftrineor Pofition, whe-^ 
•* ther it be Truth or Error ; it fhall be judged 
•* by the Word ^ of God, taken in that Senfe of* iii 
•* which is' contained and declared in faid Catey 
•* chifm, arid Confeffion of Faith ; as being i juft 
•* Expofition of the Word of God, in thofe Doc^ 
^* trines or Articles, which are contained in- them •** 
J{ I undcrftiand the Meaning of this Refolve, tis this'/ 
if any Difpute fhall arife about any Doftrine, whe4 
ther it be true or falfe, that Doftrinei fhall be judg- 
■^ of by rfie Word of God j taking the Word of 
God in the Senfe of the Confeffion of Faith' ancf 
Catechifm. . This is indeed exalting thefe Com-* 
pofurcs above the Scriptures, and miaking the Word 
of. God dependent on a Syflem of Opinions drawn( 
up by uhinfpired Men- * 'Tis to fet afide what 
they Themfelves profefs to be the only Rule of 
Faith; arid to fet up a Standard, to which botK 
the Scriptures themfelves and the Do6hines of Faith^ 
jnufl be conformied. : It is to refolve, that the Word 
of.G o Df mufl agree to thefe Rules, tho* Vio-? 
lence be offered thereunto, A forced Conftruftion 
mufl be put upon the facred Scriptures, if they can't 
etherwife be brought to agree to thefe Rules. Thi!r 
Refolve of the Corporation in'Eflfeft effeblifhes the? 
Gompofitions of Men as the only Rule and Teft of the 
Truth and Falfehood of all religious Opinions andL 
Dodlrines. It is evident to a Demonftration, that 
according to this Rule, the Dodrine to be deter- 
mined, is judged of by the Confeffion and Catecbifm^zvA 
that they are the Rule of Trial ; and not the Word' 
of God. For fuppofe that the Do6hine to be judged 
of be true^ and that the Confeffion and Catechifm' 
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^ this Point are Falfe \ this Doftrine judged of by 
Che^ Word of Got), taking the Word of God in the 
Senfe of the Citcchifm and Confeffion, will be pro- 
ved to be falfe, tho' it be really true. This prove* 
evidently that the Catecbifm and Qmfeffim^ are the? 
Ri\le of Trial ; and ^h^t this Doarine has been de-^ 
dded by them, and not by the W(^d of God : Foit^ 
this Dofltrihe being true, as wa^ fuppofed, the WorcJ 
df Gob couW nev'cr have proved it falfe; but th* 
Catecbifm arid Confeffm being falfe in this Point, havi* 
l^roved this Doftrihe to be faUe, tho' it h^ in Fafi? 
true : Confeqtientiy th^ have been the Rule of 
Trial, and not the Word of God. Now for IlluJV 
tration, fuppofe three Lines, A,B, and C. A to be did 
Acknowledged Standard j let B, be fuppofed to be'c-' 
^ual to A, and C to be a Meafure unknown : Jfow 
C, is tp be made equal to the Standard A, or fa^ 
be judged of by A and B, in oixler to know whe^. 
ther it oe equal to the Standard A, or not ; accord-^ 
mgly C is compared to A the Standard, but 'tiaf 
not determined whither it be equal or not ; buti 
^en ' being compared with B, which, is fuppofedf 
fo be equal to A, and finding that C and B agree^' 
C is immediately determined to be equal to A th^ 
Standard. ' Queftion, whither A or & has determi*' 
MA ^^ length of the Line C ? B has determiw 
ned, it -certainly : For when C was compared with 

A, tho' A was the Standard, there was no Deter- 
mination in the Cafe : But C being cohiparcd with' 

B, which is equal to A only Upon Suppofition j 
G is direftly declared to be equal to A. Confer 

3uently B in this Cafe is made to be the Stand- 
ard ; tho* A is only fo in Fa6t. Now A in the 
Argurhent is the Word of God, B is the Confeffioa* 
of Faith and Catechifm, and C the Do6trine inDif-. 
pute. Now whence the Dodririe in Difpute, comes ^ 
to be compared with A the Word of God, in Gra- 
der to know whether it be true or falfe^ ^ ^saR& xssiV 
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flctcfmifte ; but when C comrs to be compared with 
B die Confeflion and Catechifin, it is inftantly 
determined ; to be true or falfe, as it agrees or 
^ot; fo it is evident that the Doctrine is de-' 
fertpined (by this Rule of the Corporation) not^.by 
the Word of God, but by the Confeflion and Ca- 
techifin. The Truth of the Cafe is, that accord-^ 
fig to this Rule, the Word of God has not the 
kaft Influence on the Doftrine to be determined 5 
^his Rule is nothing but a Blind to gull Man-^ . 
kiqd ; foF tho* under a Pretence of doing Honour 
tf>, the Word of God •, the Corporation have faid, 
that the DoArine in Difpute (hall be judged of by 
fjie Word of God 5 yet in F3£^ and Reality, it nc^ 
irer is judged of by it, at. ^11. 
V JFoR- fuppofe as I faid before, that the Poftrine 
lo ^>€ determined be true,, and that the Cpnfeffion 
and Catechifm upon the Point be true alfo, the 
Doftxine in Dilpute will be determined confequent- 
ly to be true: But on the. other Hand, only fup- 
pofp tlje Cjtcchifm and Confeflion to be falfc, 
the Doftrine to be determined, will be proved. falfe, 
tho* it be really tfue } fo that thp' the Dodrine in 
]£ felf be true, yet 15 y/ill be determined to be true 
Cr fali^y juft a$ tl^ Confeflion and Catechifm happens 
to be on the Point, j^ow this is mathematically 
4emonfl:rable, for if vou fuppofe as before, 3 Lines 
A, B, and C, A, to be the Standard, B to be equal 
to A, but C to be a Line . indeterminate i apd that 
C is to be made equal to A, taking A to be the 
Length of the Line B : Now uppn the Suppofition 
that A and B are exaftly equal, if you compare C 
to A, and then to B, making C equal to JB, it will 
certainly be equal to A, becaufe A and B are e- 
q|ual. But it feems the Difpute is whether A or B 
l^as determinfed the Length of the Line C, the Cor- 
poration I conclude tnuft fay, if they would* be con- 
4ftp.n{:, that J^ has de|ermined it, Thafisnot the 



Clfe; B has- determined it folely : And A, thi* II 
be the Standard,has been only a Cypher : For if yoa 
fuppofe B to be one Inch Ihortcr than A, which wai^ 
only equal to A on Suppofitioni . C will be thi 
Length of B, tho' it be an Inch fhorter than A the 
Standard : On the other Hand, if you fuppofe B to 
be equal in Length to what A the Standard ought 
to be, and that the Standard A is one Inch Ihortcr 
than it fliould be^ C will be the Length of B, tho* 
« it be an Inch longer than the Standard A. Indeed 
the Jewijb Talmud^ the Arabian Alcoran^ or the Com-* 
mcntary oT^f^ joined with the Confeffion of Faith and^ 
Catechifm, anfwcr the Purpofe as well as the Bible 
itfelf : For if the Doftrine to be determined, bd 
judged of by either of thefe^ taking the fame in the 
Senfe of the Catechifm and Confeffion, the Doftrinc 
in Dilpute will be determined to be true or falfe, juft 
fo and no otherwife, than the Bible would have deter- 
mined it, joined with the Confeffion and Catechifm* 
If the trefident and Corporacion,taking the Bible in 
the Senfe of the Confeffion and Catechifm, caiv prove 
ont Point under Heaven to be true or falfe, that I 
cannot prove true or falfe in like Manner, taking 
either of tbofe Compofitions in theSenfe of the Ca-* 
techifm and Confeffion, I will give up the Arguments 
^ ^ I further obferve, that this Rule of the Corpora-^ 
tion*s is no Rule, becaufe it is without any determi- 
nate Meafure or Dimenfion.— If the Corporation had 
determined, that the Doftrine or Pofition to be judg- 
ed of, fhpuld bejudgedof by the Confeffion of Faith 
and Catechifm, 'taking thefe Compofitions in the 
5enle of the Word of God ; the Rule would have 
been a good Rule, as the Confeffion and Catechifnt 
Would have had no Influence at all. T^hc Word 
of God would then have determined the Point in-i 
tirely : But as this Rule of the Corporation's is di-v 
reftly the Reverfe, the Word of God is rendered 
wholly ufclefs ; So that the Rule is unccrtala> 1\3n\^^ 



fio tkterminatc Meafurc According te the Cc^rpo^ 
ration, the.Confef&on and Catechifm arc the onl^ 
Rule of Faith now ibey can be a Rule in no Seni^ 
}>ut upon a Suppofidon that tlyeyare equal to tha 
Word of God. For if they are not equal to tho 
Word of Gop» they are equal to nodiihg that we 
icnow of. Now that Rule which is equal .to th( 
Word of God only upon a Suppofition, oiay be fupf^ 
pofed not to be equal to it ; and that Rule that may 
be fuppofed to be equal to it, or not equal to it ; cant 
not be certainly known to be equal u> it : And that 
Rule which cannot be known certainly to be equal to 
it, is certainly equal to nothing of that Nature tha^ 
iwe know or; or has no determinate Meafure» confer 
qUendy tto never be a Rule. 

I further obferve, that this Rule of the Cotpora** 
tion, is fo far from being a Rule to determine th^ 
fublime Doftrines of our holy Religion^ that it is not 
equal to Common Senfe. 

The Confcffion of Faith and Catechifm which arc 
Fart of the Corpordon's Rule, and indeed the onljr 
Part that operates, muft be equal to the Word cw 
God ; or liot equal : If they are equal to the Word 
of God, then there is no Senfe in ufing of them^ 
they mayi as well make Ufe of the Word of G o d, 
and let /i^97t alone. 

It may be objefted, that thefe Compofitions are # 
fliort tho* juft Summary of the Word of G o d, and 
are handier for Ufe. Suppoie it fhould be granted^ 
Common Senfe would fay in this Cafe, that tKejf 
ought therefbre to be ufed, and that the Word of God 
ihould be negleded as being too burdehfome for Ufe. 
If I have two Yards known to be of equal Length, 
and have Occafion to meafurca Yard of Cloth, if 
one of my Yards is heavy and burdehfome, the other 
being light and handy, Reafon fays I Ihould ufe that 
whicn is light and handy ; but then there is no Fitnefs 
or Reafon, why I Ihould Ufe the Other having fir^ 
made tJfc of this : For if Kea£ou viqvA^ AV^^ xs^ 



p> TOakS Ufe of two Yards' pf equal ticngth, fit 
rneafuiiiig one ^nd the fame Yard of Cloth 1 1 might 
ufe ten Thoufand, and fo on ad Infimtwn^ 
.: But.if thefe Cotnpofitions are iiot equal to the 
Word of God, it W9uld be an Affront to tHe com-* 
inon Senfe of M^nkindj to make life of them as a 
Rule fof Meafuring J becaufe upqn that SuppofitioHi 
the Meafure; of thetn is unknown .anduacettain, as 
has been: jwft novf proved, which is contrary, to the 
Nature of a Rule. . '^ 

^ I begX^eaye to give the Judgment of my Man 
Tom on thU Rule ; you muft rtot* thfit Totn was a Fel- 
low who had had but An ill. Education, and was poA 
fcfled but of an kdiffereht Underftanding. , ,Whcn I 
firft light upon this Rule> I wjs pleafed at the Oddi-r , 
fy of it, and was determined to make fome Experi- 
ment of i^ on 5r(!)!/w. , - ,.^ i-..^ • / t 

Accordingly in a^feWDays aii Opportunity pre* 
fentedi one ot my N^ighbburs wanted to pufthafe a 
ISuQiel of Wheat : Having fettled tile Price, I called 
%omy ^om made his . Appearance direftly, upon 
which I ordered him to go to the Store, and meafure 
m) this Neighbour of mine a Bufhel pf Wheat, As ' 
Tom was goiri^^ out I ohferyed to hsim,that there were 
two half BuftieU at the Stpre, and that th^y wer^? 
^^oth.pf equal. Bignefs ; and fairi, Tom you muft . 
ineafure. the Man's Wheat by both of them. For what 
laid Tom I Becatife replied I,you then v^ill be fure to dgl 
Jfuftice, 5r(7»ifeenTed to be di^ufted,turned Ihort about 
Md went out : Buj: as h^ was going out, I heard hin^ 
|ay, Jufticeor not Juffice,^ I will yfe but one of 
^em. I faid nothing,., however I coulcj not forbear 
laughing to. my felf.s well thihks I, Tom has moro 
$enfc . then he imagines his Mafter to have*^ This 
]^afle<;t off, about a. Week after, this fairne Neighbour 
*f mine* came for another Bulhel of Wheat. I cal- 
i(td 5ri?ij» as 1 |iad done before, and prepared my-/ 
felf to receive him for I cxpe^Sitd fercv^^Shw^^^'^^ ' 
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" With him. Tom (oon came in» upoii ^hich t !A«* 
'formed him, that there was an old half ,Bu(hel in the 
Store, that he ufed to meafure in •, and bcfidcs that, 
there was a New one I had lately bought ; and 'or- 
dered him to go down with this Man, and meafiirc 
him up another Bufhel of Wheat. TVw take N6- 
- tice of what I fay, do you firft meafure the Wheat by 
the old half^Bufhel, but do ycfu make fuch Meafofc 
in the Old one,as will exaftly fill the New one." Saj^s 
Tom^ is the new half Bufhel juft as big as the oM 
one ? Yes faid I, / believe fi. Sir ftid Tern do you 
fell your Wheat by Faith,' of by the Bufhel ? This 
Queflton was lb flriking and unexpected, I fouftd 
myfelf under a NecdfTity of difmifTmg Tom as fbon sis 
poffible ; I therefore* |5ut on the beft Countenance I 
■ was capable of, and fold TonI to go off direftly, and 
do as I had ordered him. Tom flared upon me a 
'While, with an Air of Contempt, arid then broke 
.• forth dnd faid, Maflcf you are as Cunning as a Ser- 
jf)ent about every Thing iii the World, but only 
about half Bufhels. And (oTdin. made his Exit. 

One Refleftion Ihall fi'nifh rrty Obfervations on th?s 
•Rule, which is this. . That this Rule deprives Marif- 
•kind of the Bible,as effeftually as the Church of Ronk 
'have done it : And in a Method far exceeding Their's 
in Curitiing,' and with lefs Noife and Buftle. The 
Roman Clergy teH the People, that the Refolves of 
their Church are infalKble ; Srnd that their ExplanaS^ 
tions of Scripture, are not t6 be doubted of, feeing 
the Interpreters are infallible aHb. They tell theirf, 
that the Bible is fuH of Myfleries, and is therefore 
above the Capacities of common' People •, and that 
if they wefe stllowed to' ufq it, they would unavoid* 
ably believe damnable Doftrines : That it is much 
fafer for them therefore to be denied thfe ufe of it "^ 
and have Pater NoJier*s^ Beads and Crucifixes made 
ready to their Hands, &c. And by this Means they 
pcrfuadc tJie hojaeft c9mmon People to give up their' 



Bibles : Tho? tis with much DiiEculty > for after all, 
the people are hardly perfuaded to belicye their- 
Churchtobeinfallible,becaufe they fee fo manyThings 
that look like FalliSility and Contradidion : And not 
only fo,they arc fenfible that many of tht irPriefts have 
"no more Senfe or Honefty than They have •, and confe- 
quently don't fo readily perceive their Connexion 
with Heaven they fo much boaft of: And have 
therefore the lefs Confidence in their pretended infal-^ . 
lible Expofition*s of Scripture. But this Rule of the 
Corporation's is attended with none of thefeDifEcul ties, 
in the Minds of common People ; for they lofe their 
Bibles without fo much as miffing of them when they 
are gone. Propofitions by this Rule, arc to be deter- 
mined by the Word of God, taking the Word of 
God in the Senfe of the Cpnfeffion and Catcchifm : 
Only model thefe Compofitions and you may prove 
any Pofition or Doftrine to be either true or falfe^ 
juft as you have a Mind : The Bible is out of the 
Queftion, and if this Rule Ihoqld obtain a Sandion, 
would foon.be out of the World, as to any tJfe that; . 
could be made of it, — .--If the Corporation have 
not by this Rule difgraced and undervalued the Scrip-r 
tares, I defy the Church of Rome itfelf to do it.-— 

I am forry that our holy Religion Ihould be be-., 
trayed and proftituted by its Friends ; by Thofe I 
' mean ^hat fhoqld be fo in an efpecial Manner, aa ^ 
they are appointed for its Defence : An^ that I have, 
any Occafion to vindicate it from the Difgrace cafl; 
upon it, by Thofe who are bound liy Confcience an4 
a double Intereft to fupport it \ as *tis out of Cha- 
radcr for me, who am a Layman : But as I have un-^ 
dcrtaken it for the Honour of the pureft and beft 
Religion, and for the Security of the .undoubted 
I^ight of Chriftians, let thisferve for my Apology, 

I alfo beg Leave to make fome Obfervations, on 
what Mr. Prefident calls S new Scheme of Divinity, 
tj^g. .19. Which odd and furprifing Re^tcfe^^^Nss^ 



feems neither t6 be grounded in the Truth oF Things, 
lior calculated td^pport theNeto^£ngiandTk>&:ntit$:t 
hut only to amufe and confound the Minds' of Meni 
imd to raife up a Spirit of Jcaloufy and Cenforioufnefa 
ip the Land, . Mr. Prefident has drawii up a Scheme 
of Religion, which I think ought to be called 
*fter his 'own ^ IJJamc, Clapifm^ ^ being his cfwn 
Invention, and having no Exiftcnce f^efore it was 
coin*d in his own Brain. Now I would in the firft 
Place bbferve, that Mr; Prefident de%ns to intimate,- 
that there are Numbers in this Country who believe 
thofe. Dodrin^ ; and that it was dbubtlelj^ his Inten* 
tion to perfuade Mankind to believe that* there were 
fome of that Sort qf i Men in NeiD-Ha^en in particu- 
lar. ::^ That Mr. Prefident dcfigned to^ make People 
believe, that^there were Numbers of Men," in thi$ 
Country believed the Propofitipns ^ritained in his 
new Scheme^ is evident, both from the Introduftion 
he makes to iti and his Obferyatiori§; u^on it. In 
Pag. 18. he iqyotes the Doings oT the GmerdAJfrn-^ 
0iim at MMeimfftj in which a^e th^e* Words, " this 

^* -4i5'^^^^^ ^PPf^^^'^^^S ^^^^ various Errors con- 
^* trary to the bodkrines owned in the Churches of 
^* this C^iiwjf, are prevailing in the Land,* £^r." And 
in the fame, Page .he fays, ." altho' the Prdteftant 
<* Churches jn general, and thofe of New-England ixi 
^^ particular,**, have been thus' fully fixed and efta*- 
blimed in- the pure Doctrines of ^he GofpeJ ; yet 
fundry Perfons of late,hawrifcnup"opehly to oppofe 
imd deny them •, and have by variousMeansi endeavour- 
ed to introduce a new Scheme of Religxon,andan eafy 
Way of Salvation,' unknown^ tothe Gofpci oiCbrift, 
And when he has recited his New Scheme, he begins 
Fag. 23, to obfervfeupoii it in this Form. ** The 
V Reading of this new Scheme of Religion, will 
^ doubtlefs differently affeft the Minds of different 
•• Readers, fome will be filled with Indignation, Gfr.- 
J^* Others will be grieved and provoked to ^ fee their 



*f ^hdk 5qhcmc cxpofed to open View Gfc. '* H^Gif 
*tis not* reafonible to fuppofe, that the Prcfidcnt has 
wrote this Piece for the fake bf thofe Gentlemen 
from whom he fays he has colle6ted this Scheme, in 
Order to convince them of their Errors ; and that 
be imagineid that People here and here about, were 
hot intereftcd in them ; becaufe had that Been the 
Cafe, he would have fent thefe Pieces hoflfie in a 
Body, to be diftributed among ftiofe Men and their 
Difciples-, and not have ind^ftroufly diftributed them 
in this Country where there could be no Ufe for 
ihem, on that Suppofition, that thofe Errors were 
not here imbibed : Froni whence every O^e will be 
induced to believe, that the Prefident defigned they 
ihouH underftapd, that thgfe Errors were prevailing^ 
in our Land ; hot only fo, I believe, for Reafons 
hereafter to be niehtioned,that hedefigned thcCountry 
Ihould believe that there are Numbers who believe 
them in New-Haven. Tho- I believe there is not 
one Man of that Perfuafion in that Place. 

Secondly^ \ observe that this new Scheme of Di^ 
vinity as the Prefident pleafcs to call it ffbr I Quefti- 
on whether any other Man would have found a 
Jf ame foi" it) confifts principally, of a Number of 
odd out of the Way Errors, coUefted fr6m fundry 
Men in diiferent Parts of the World, that had no 
intereft in, or Connexion One^ with the Other : Tiy 
this I would not be underftood to mean, that cither w 
fhefe Men, held fuch a Set of Principles, that no one 
of the reft of Them could confent to one (inglcOne • 
for thofe two Sticks muft be inconceivably crooked. 
Which when they come to be put together won't touch 
fo much as in onePoint ^ my Meaning is,thatthofeMen's 
Principles taken together, no Ways agree One widi 
the Other ; and that Do&or Ti^^Av's Principles taken, 
fyftematically, no more agree with Chuh and Ram-- 
^, than Dodx^r Watt^t ; and that there was no 
fijch Agreement between the Principles of tXv^fe ^^^> ^ 



a^ could make them jsl Scheme or a Syftcm .; t 
never underftopd that thefe Men in)agined that their 
Principles had any peculiar Connedtion on^ with the 
other ; or that any Body imagined (the Prefident 
excepted) that they were of one Clafs, as to Prin- 
ciples, * and believe they never could be reconciled 
hjf any fair Method of Dealing ; however a Man 
of any tolerable Ingenuity (if he will give himfelf the-. 
Liberty) may take a Number of Authprs (let them 
Ibe never fo. different in thqir Principles in the Main), 
and coIle6t fingle Propofitions here and there to ferve 
his Purpofe, and by putting of. them together, with' 
hjs owpi Comments upon them, may juggle and con- 
jure up Something that looks as tho' there was 
fojtne Sort of Connexion between the Principles of 
thefe Writers, and may if he pleafes call it a new 
Scheme of Pivinity. The Prefident I imagine was 
fenfible that this Exception might be taken, to his 
Method of Proceeding, which made him fay, Pag. 
19 " Altho thefe Authors' do not pefeftly, agree 
•* among Themfelves, yet their Scheme in the Mainj^ 
** is tolerably confifteht with itfelf, 0?r. " What-r 
ever Gonfiftency there is between them, is principally 
owing to the Prefident*s putting them together in 
this unreafonable Manner. ^^ 

Thirdly^ \ observe, that this new Scheme of Di- 
vinity, fo called, is ^o Scheme in the Prefident*^ 

Senfe^ 

• My charitable Reader, will be furprifed at the Prcfident'ft 
Treatment of Mr. Taylor v/\itn I tell him, that the UnivcTT 
fity o^ Glafgo^ in Scotland, where the G?/«y//z//?;V Principles 
nre taught with the utmoft Care ; have lately confered the 
Honour of a Diploma* for a Doftor of Divinity on him ; 
tho' the Prefident has had the Aflurance to tell'the World, 
that he is One of this new Scheme, and has ranked him, 
^mong Men fufpefted to be Dcifts. Has this Honour been 
' confered upon him by tjiis Univerfity, for preaching a Scheme 
of Divinity unknown to the Gofpel of CrtRi^T ? or don*t' 
/ii^ know the Man as well as the P. ? or are they Ic^' 
jfc^uaintcd with tHp Religion . of tU^ Go(^tl ? 



, : \ . . ' (fsv ... . .. ^ 

Sehfd; there being no Numbfer of Men ^ho believe 
it j arid it is to be doubted whether there be fo much 
is one Individual. 

Every Body underftand, and 'tis evidently 
the Prefident*s Meaning, that there are a Num- 
ber of Men who believe thofe Propofitions, that he 
has enumerated under his new Scheme, to be the 
Principles of the Chriftian Religion ; and that th^ 
•iife their utmoft Endeavours to promote and pros, 
"pigate them as fuch. Firft then I obferVe, th* - 
-even thefe Men themfelves, from whom the Prc^ 
:fident fays, he has collefted thefe Principles, never 
could be faid With any Propriety or Juftnefs to be- 
lieve therh; in that Senfe efpecially, that the Pre* ; 
-fident would be underftood to mean : The Prefi- 
dent wpuld have us underftand, not that one of thefe 
"Men believed one of thefe Propofitions, and dif- 
•believed the Reft, and fo on ; no, but that thefe 
•Men believed thefe .Principles generally, and that 
•Others had imbibed them, zt a Set of Principles that 
■they believed. See Pag. 25. where thePrefident fpeak* 
ing of theEfFeft that the Reading of this new Sdiemc 
would have fays, " Others will be grieved and provo- 
" ked to fee their WHOL-E Scheme expofed to open 
•* View, fince they find it moft politick to conceal 
** fom.e Parts of it, till they can get the Minds of 
** Men pretty Well rivetted into the reft.. In Order 
*' therefore, " fays he, *' to bring Men to an IndifFe- 
" rency,and prepare them by Degrees for the Recepti-^ 
*' on of this i^ew Scheme^ fundry Artifices, have been 
*• ufed, Cfff. " Now by this new Scheme, 'tis im- 

^pffible that he wou'd have us underftand one fingle 
ropofition, but the Whole of thefe Propofitions ; 
and the Whole thus taken together, is what he calls 
the new Scheme. Now I fay in this Senfe, thefe Meti 
never believed this Scheme, tho* he has fathered it 
upon them, by puting thefe .Propofitions together, 
and making of them a Sdieme oC theCe ^axxxo^Vr^^t^ 
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jJyfeB* i would aik thePrefidcnt, l^ethcr there Wdui 
toy niorc than one of thcfe Men who believed 
the SaJvation of Devils ? . The Prefident muft fay^ 
no, this can't be Part of his new S^lieme fhen. Can 
that 1 hing or Propolition, be Part bf a Scheliie 
Which a Number of Men have agreed to promote 
and prpfecute, which only One approves^ and 
all the Reft difapprove of ? Now this is true with 
Jlcgard to the Bulk of thofe Errors, which the Prc^ 
fident has collected •, the Prefident I believe cah*t dc4 
ny it. Ramfey believed one Propofition, the Other^ 
difbelieved it;0&«^ believed inbther Propofition, the 
Others did not. If thefe Propofitions thus cxMtQxd 
into a Scheme, wete offered to either of th<efe Men^ 
and the Queftion was put, do you believe thi^ 
jScheme r I am perfwaded either of them might juftr 
Jy anfwer, no. This would be ah honeft Waj^ 
tr proving whether this new ScberHCj be really ai 
Scbme of thefe Men, or not. Let the Prefident ftati; 
the firft Propofition, and fee how fnany of thoft 
Authors he refers to, will agree to it as true, ian^ 
£q on through the whole Scbeine : If thty will gene*; 
rally agree to thefe Propofitions, I will allow it tq! 
be their Scheme *, if they will not geherally agree 
to thefe Propofitions, it ought not to be called their 
Scheme : If the Prefident will itiake ^thi? Experi'-. 
ftient, I will venture to fay, his Schehie will be fo 
contrafted pityful a Thing, that he will never give 
tiie Public a Sight of it. Indeed thefe Men fp far 
as^ I am acquainted with them, in my Opinion, 
are fo fir from being united in one Scheme of Prin- 
eiples, atid their Sentiments are fo very peciiliar t<i 
Themfelves; they are not tapable of being united an4 
brought into one Scheme. — There is an Agreement 
between Ram/ey^s Principles taken by themfdyes,' 
there is alfo an Agreement between Doftor Jiy&r's 
Principlesthus taken; but there is no Agreement ber 
iween the Principles of thcfe two Men when Comj^ 

red 



rcfl together i and 'tis no Difpute with me, ivhetlife^ 
V)o&or Taylor or Mr. Cli^r would beft agree to Ran^ 
fefs Principles j it is reafonabic to believe Mr. Clap 
would like them the beft, for this Rc2t£onf Ramfiy is 
a Urong Advocate for Original Sin as well as Mr.- 
CLq^t * Now this fundamental DoftrinciDoftor Ti^'lor 
denies in the Prefiden^'s Senfe of it. Now: as this 
Doftrine of Original Sin^ is a fundamental Doftrinc 
in Mr. C^VOpinion ; a Fadt, which in his Senfe of* 
iCrlaid the Foundation .of Cbriji^s tomin^ tnto the 
World and dying; and that all the Dodrines of Grace 
are built up^on it, and evidently fuppofe it; and con- 
fequcntly^ that . all Doftrincs of Religion that dd 
not fuppoie it, or are not built on. that Foundation^* 
dre falfe andunfcriptural. How could Mr. Ci^be fo 
very ingenious, as te^ reconcile Dr. Taylor who. denies 
iti to Ramfy who aflSrms it ? This is a plain Proof 
on Mr. C/ip*s. own principles, thatthere was no A-" 
grcement between the iPrihcipIes of thefe Authors^' 
that deferved fo.much as the Name. I would farther 
fay, that 'tis myBcliefi that there .is no individual 
Man exiftingthat believes this Scheme: ItiSi obvious 
that a Man does. not deferve to becall'd of jchis or that 
Sedb or Scheme in Religion, becaufe he believes one or 
two of the Principles of that,Seft or Scheme:* If fo^ 
Ramfy might have been dub'd a Cahinyi'^ on theCon^ 
trary 'tis evident, that a Man riiayidifbelievefomePrin* 
cipleS'OfaSedl:, and ycr may properly, be faid to be of 
that Sed; otherwife Calvimfm would have no being* 
]f a Man believes fuch,'Or fo tnany^ of the J^rincipleS 
of a Sefb'Or Scheme, as that he may be .faid in the. 
Main to believe, them ; then hie may be faid to be of 
that Sedt OB Scheme. . Now in that Senfe'I don't ^bc-^ 
lieve,^ tiiat there, is any. Man, that believes Mr. Cli^'$ 
new jScbeme- of 'Religioii ; one. Man may be found to 
Selieve one of thefe Principles, another Man may; 
believe ^other^poflibly ; but that any Manxran be found 
vho befieves them in the Main, .lb that he mi^^rtfe 



i^,with any Propriety, to be of that Scheme ; t take 
the Liberty to difbelieve, until Mr. Cli^ produces an 
Inflancc* I hope the World will think tnat it is in- 
cumbent on him to |»x>ve, in as much as he is upon 
the affirmative Part of the Queftion ; as yet ve 
have nothing but his Great say so for it. Which 
I am perfuaded, fome will think not Sufficient. 

Fourthly, I obfervc upon this new Scheme, that 
'tis a mean, bale, wicked Treatment of Mankind ; 
and deferves no better Name than a fcandalous 

People underfbmd from reading this Piece of Mr* 
Cllap\ and indeed 'tis the honed Underftanding of 
ity that there are many Men in this Country who be* 
Keve thcfe Errors contained in his new Scheme ; and 
diatThey are engaged with all their Power to promote! 
4nd propagate them. I have heard People afk the 
Queftion (having read this Piece) is it poffible that 
there fliould be any Men in the Country or ia New- 
Haven J ('tis generally underftood that New-Haven is 
dpecisdly aimed at) who believe fuch monftrous in- 
confiftent Principles ? Now I believe it may be faid 
with Truth, that there is not one Man in New-Haven 
6t in this Country, chat believes thefe Errors ; his 
Reprefentation therefore, muft be looked upon as in- 
jurious and un-Chriftian-Zr;^^. ThisReprefentadon that 
he has made, I take to be without any juft Founda-^ 
tion ; and that it was done with a (hidied fizedDefign, 
to blacken a Number of Gentlemen in the Govern^ 
ment, and particularly, in New-Haven. The Preiident 
never could have thought it worth his Painsy to have 
dfiade this Buftle about his ne^ Scheme^ had it not 
been hisDefign toperfuade the People to believe^ 
i^at there were Numbers who had imbibed thefe Er- 
rors, in' the Coun;try. I would therefore alk Mr. Pre- 
fident forhe Queftions, and defire that if iie fhould 
ever write a Supplement to his new Religion, he 
vouki aji£wrtfacin« ^ Who ace the Men that fay^ 
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tJiey have firft detenmoed what the FmufimBai 
ihould be, and then have had nothing to do, faut.lft 
make Hereiieks as faft as they could. And this Sdietiie 
0f the Prefident*s is the beft to make HtrUkks^ t^ 
has ever been invented : And Thofe that are pleaftxi 
with this Sort of finritual Contrivances, wil) doubts 
lefs give him the Honour of it. ^^ Theie is no £ndr 
S' (fays an Author) of Imputation of jfikre/Sf ; a Chai» 
*^ always denied, and generally tetumed : To Men tm 
^^ Charity and Senfe the very found is itale aad^ 
^•^ foolifh ; and is fcarce ever any other than the Lan-s 
^f^ guage of Craft and Bigottry ; of Knavery^ awl 
^> Folly." In fhort this new Sdbme is a fcaiida?^ 
lous ffmtud Ubeh &nd deferves no better Namo. i 
But if this Scheme is without Foundation, as. hm 
been obferved ; this Queition will naturally aoley" 
what could monrethe Pkefidentto make fuch.ailen 
prefentation ? There are feveralThings ; firft^ I imogmor 
he has m.ade this Reprefentation with a View to ac«i 
quire a Name and a Reputation, as an Advocate ioss 
OrthodoiCy, and a Reformer of the Errors of the Day*; 
It is natural to every Man, but to fome more than o^> 
thers, to be fond of a Name and Reputadon among^ , 
Men, and this Principle is fometimes fo powerful hu 
fome Men, that it often prompts them to very ia^ 
<kre£t Methods in Order, to obuin it : All Men have 
tC greater or lefs Thirfl- for Honour, but pttrfue:vcr|f!i 
different Methods to acquire it ; Akxandar tl» Greall 
and Pompey^ determined to gain it by the Swordv Sirr 
J^aac Newton by Learning, Demofibenes and £icer&.}afk 
Oratory ; but Some, of a more nunJdfb Call, havc^ 
determined to gain it by appearing zealous Advocates^ 
for Orthodoxy, and by fetting up to be Refonpers dti 
Mankind; and when Men have^ determined to gaioEi 
Honour in either of the Ways, they generally purfud' 
it with unwearied Application, and arc very liabld ta; 
over aft their Part •, and in none of thefe Ways nnals) 
^an in the lafi: \ For it has oftca been ob&ri^v'^V:^- 
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of thofe Men who determined t6'make a Cha-; 
fader by becoming zealous Reformers i having been fo 
unlucky as to live in better Timest than they were a,^ 
ware of, (or poffibly hoped for j have been obliged to 
msJsc a great many Errors, inOrder to have the Credit 
ef unmaking of them. Religion has ibmething molt 
Taluable and interefting in it, in the Opinion of Men in 
general : Confequently thofe Men that have. efpoufed 
Vs Caufe in a proper Manner, have jufUy merited a* 
ttiong Men the greateft Honour, utx)ri this footing ; 
dierefore we account for the many falfe Mefiah's ,Im« 
poftures, and ji&im Reformers that have rifeaup in. 
the World.-— As our Religion has coft us deai^, fee- 
ing our Progenitors left their pleafant Eurcpean Seats 
fiwr the fake of it. See Pag. 3 of the Prefident's Piece. 
*Xis natural to fuppofe ,we ihall highly efteem thofe 
Men who appear as zealous Advocates in it's Caufe.; 
which poiBbly may be the Reafon why the Prefident 
has fet up in this Day as a Reformer -, but 'tis very 
unhappy, and may prove very unfortunate .to him^ 
diat he has taken fuch unwarrantable Methods to ac-/ 
complifh his Defign ; and inftead of vindicating the 
Doftrine of our Fore-Fathers, has oppofed their, pro- 
fefied Principles^ and rendered iis a Derifion to the 
People of different Sentiments. 

S2C0HDLY. I imagine he has made this Reprefcn- 
Cation with a Vie\e,to acquire more Power, Authority,. 
influence.and Riches in the Country : 'Tis reafonable 
to fuppofe, that we fliall be very ready to intrujR: fuch 
Men with Power and Authority, £5*c. who take fuch. 
extraordinary Care of our Souls : This has been the 
very Enghie by which the Roman Clergy have en-. 
daved the common People •, and by this Means 
have got their Lives and Eftates into their Hands. 
The Confequence is, that by this Means the.Pco-, 
ple.become themoft abjedt Slaves and BeggarSjand the 
Clcigy reign Lords of the World. The Clergy 
fay, ^ That the Pricfthood is a Princely Poweri^^reat 
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^^ the only Dcfign and End God had in theCreatloijV 
** is the Happinefs of the Creature ?" I would have 
Mr. Ptefident underftand me, for by the Term cdy 
I mean to be underftood one End or Defign exc]ufiv& 
of all Others ; and not as the Corporation have un^^f' 
derftood the Word onlf^ inconclufive of two or thrc^ 
more. See my firft Obfervation on the Refolves of 
the Corporation, Pag. i6. «* Who arc the Men, i» 
** this Country (for this is to be underftood in everjr 
^* Queftion) that affirm God has no Right over hi» 
" Creatures as Creator •, but only as Bcnefador? 
" Who are ^hey that affirm,that the only Criterion of 
" Duty to God, is Self-Intereft ? Who are the Men 
^* who fay, that the natural Tendency which Things 
** have to promote our own Intereft, is the fole Cri- 
•* terion of moral Good and Evil, Truth and Falfe-^ 
•* hood. Duty and Sin ? Who are They that fay vm 
" ought to have no Regard to God, but fo far as 
^* he may be a Means or Inftrument of promoting 
♦* our own Happinefs ? Who fays, that every Man 
^* is now born into the World in as perfed a State 
** of Reftitude, as Adam was created, and has no 
♦* more a Difpofition to Sin than he had ; and in all 
•* Refpefts flands as fair for the Favour of God as 
** Adam did, not being obliged to be conformed to 
** any Standard of moral Perfeftion ; but only to 
** purfue his own Intereft and Happinefs ? Who arc 
** They that fay; that God*^ Foreknowledge don't ex*- 
" tend to the Adlions of free Agents, becaufe they 
*• are not Fore-knowable ? Who are They that fay, 
*' fince Sin is nothing elfe but a Man's not purfuing 
** his own Intereft fo well as he might, no Punifli- 
** ment is properly and juftly due to him» but only 
.** that he mould fuffer the natural ill Confequences of 
** his own Mifconduft ; confequently no Satisfac- 
** tion is neceflary in Order to the Forgivcnefs of Sin* 
f * and therefore Cnaist did riot die to make Satifv 
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f f fiftion for Sin ? Fihally, who are the Men in this 
f* Country- that believe the Salvation ot Devils ?** * 
• Now thefeQueftions,containing theBulk of the Er- 
rors in the Prefidents ncwSchcxne, I fhould be glad 
%c would attempt to Anfwer them ; but I never ex* 
pe£t to fee an Anfwer to thefe Queftipns particularly, 
tor I believe there is no Anfwer to be givep' to them 
♦hat will; fuit ..the Prefident's Scheme, that ^ill be 
fetisfaftory to any honeft Man provided l»e 15 judi- 
<cious.--r-I would add, that after* the Prefident has 
laid, that therC' are Numbers of Men who believe the 
iErrors contained in his new Scheme, he proceeds to 
fay, thatthefe Men i believe, ^fv there are -jio fiinda-^ 
* f* mental -Principles in Religion, or aoiy certain Set 
^* of Doftrinel5 peceflary^to be. believed in Order to 
^' Salvation," .that that is Truth to every Man, that 
he believes ' to be: Truth, &o, .And reprefcnts them 
as making little or no.Differencc between Chrijiiamty^ 
^nd Mabomeiifm^znd rcfintd.HeatbmfjTi^cxctft in fomc 
external Rites ai^d Ceremonies j. and that in their 
Belief, Mcfes^ Zoroajier^ Jefus Chrijl^ Apolknius Ty^ 
uncus a heathen , Magician^ and rMahomet the grand 
Impoftor,are about upon a Par, Pag. 26. In a Word 
that They h^d enibraced aScheme that is intirely fub* 
verfive of the. Gofpel of Christ. • ',. » 
• Now this i5 the Charafter^ the Prefident would have 
his Readers believe, fome Men in the Country juftly 
defervc^ki-rHow bafe the Reprcfentation ! *Tis or 
ihould be, beneath a Gentleman to make fuch a One, 
and a Diflb0npui;; to the Prefldent of a Chrijlian Col^ 
lege^ *Tis tiq.rcontrary to the Spirit and Temper of 
pur Religiony that none but an ilj-natuired Chrijlian 
pDulql bS guilty ^f it, Jn Fadt this Piece, of the Pre- 
lident's, is nothing but z motly Mixture of Errors, 
fhrown together with a. View to/render a Number of 
Men odious to the reft of Mankind ; and this done 
Vpder a Cloa^: 0^ Orthodoxy : For while he pretends 
fo .fefve Religion, he .^05$ in the moft unchriftian 
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Manner, flur and defame his Neighbour.' MenU 
Charaders,morc than Life,are valuable; but a$ valu^t 
able as they are, and notwithftanding they are fy 
well fccured by facred Authority, and tho* our At- 
tempts to deprive our Neighbours of their good 
Name, generally meet with univerfal Abhorrence t 
yet fome.Meri tofcrve a Scheme, will run the VcntiiPt 
Qf all thpfe Things,to attack and deftroy the ReputktLk 
on of their Neighbour. And this Piece of the PrtS* 
fidcnt's is in my- Opinion full Proof of this Fafti 
For 'tis the moft apparent Violation of all the Ruiet 
of chriftian Charity, that can well be imagined* 
Every Chriftian therefore, that has a Charafter to 
lofc, ought in Confcience to bear his Teftimony a*' 
gainft it. Form venture to fay, that there is no 
Man's Life fo inoffenfive or his Principles fo juft, but 
let me take the Prefident (or my Example, and I 
won't fail of rendering of him deteftable in the View 
of Thoufands ; in a Word, if the Scripture can jufti- 
fy fuch a Treatment of our Fellowrmen, the Chrif^ 
Man Chara6;er is intirely without any Security or 
Safe-guard. 

Suffer me now to give you a Specimen of the. Prei 
fident's Conduft. Suppofe I fhould ranfack the 
World, Chriftian and Pagan \ as well the Enemies as 
the Friends of Chriftianity, as well Chronolc^iftn 
and Philofophers, as Divines; and (hould from them 
colled a Number of Errors. Suppofe the Errors thus 
coUefted, Ihould be partly Errors in TheoIogy,partly 
in Philofophy, and if they were partly Chonologicaiit 
would anfwer as well, and fhould call this Collect 
tion a new Scheme of Religion ; fuppofe alfo that 
one of thefe Errors (hquld be the Prefidcnts, tho* it 
be an Error only in Chronology 5 which Way wiB 
the Prefident clear himfelf from the Imputation of 
believing all thefe Errors ? He will be included in thit 
new Scheme! And has no other Way to get rid of i% 
buttQ fwear himfelf out ; andiPfioelc aii^tWsKte 



Unr*^ tfa«7 thooglit proper. Then I could' adopt 
liis own Langutge'and (ay, ^^ he is grieved and pro- 
^: voked, to (ee his whole Scheme expofed to open 
^ Vieir ; fincc he found it moft politick^ to conceal- 

* fomc Parts of it, till he could got the Minds of 
^' Men pretty well rivitted into the re(},'' I then could 
afirmtluit Mr. Prefident was one of this new Scheme % 
ind not (aying which vfzB his particular Error,! coul4 
diai^ him with the Whole ; and by drawing Con^- 
ftquences from theft Principles, I could prove he de^ 
oira original Sin, the Divinity and Satisfadion of 
Christ, or any other Dodrine whatfocver. And 
could then proceed and fay, that he made but littk 
'I>tfierence lierween Obrifiiamty and Mahometifm or rc- 
fcied H^atbenijky arid could jumble Mofes^ Jefus 

' Cbriftj ZorcaftiTy Apollomus Tyaneusj and Mahomet^ 
Uch as-muchPertinency, and with as good a Grace as 
heltas done. But would any Men, capahJe of diilin^ 
gu^ng, judge, that the Prefident had re^iy fmbibcd 
Siefe Errors, becaufe I had thus ranked and includ* 
td faim? No! But they might judge, and juftly» 
^at I had a Defign to render him odius to Man* 
IcteiS. This doubdefs was the Prefident's Defign in 
iii new Scheme. 

• I JSiould tw gUd if the Prefident, wopid give his 
iShpimon honeflrly, what Punifhmenr fhould be inflia>- 
ad upon ihitikHintieh ? This probably would diiclofe 
Mfitker vawScHBME (a Scheme, po0ibly, to purge 
tmh Church ami Suce^ for in my Opinion, 'tis an 
Engine part of whofe Ufe will be to play a Device 
upon the State, viridcr the Name of Orthodoxy ; and 
:«men the State is flung into fuch Confufion as the 
Churches are, 'tis tm to one* that in this univerfal 
Trundle of Men andThings,iffomeuneimcaedSpokcs 
Vfon't turn Uppermoft. (There is no End to rcKgf- 
9QS Tricks !) It has often been obferved that when 
Men have had particular Defigns of their own to 
:Aiifw]er,whicbm.uft bcaffcfted by the Cry oiHerefy\ 



f^ and more: venerable then that of. .the Emperolj 
^' that the Spiritual, Gov^rnniervt (,that is, a Govern-t 
^* mfent. of Priefts). vis farthef above the ciyil Poweri 
\ *' then Heaven J ;is above £4rth ; and that greaterPu- 
f' nifliment is. due to s^n Ofience agaipft a.Pri^,then 
J* to an Offence againft aKing; and thai 'tis.theRoyal ^ 
** Office .pfKingSj and Que^s^to.xarry the Priefta 
J* in their Bofoms, or on their Shoulders, £ffr.« 
\^ PpWQT. (fays an ^Author) in friefts^b^getis ,I^ride:t 
*' and Vaflallage, begets Bafenefs and Poverty in the 
« People;" .......^ ). •: .; , . ^,. . ;. ^..,. ■ 

^ It. has ^ generally b^en a CSomplaipt againft the 
Clergy-^ jthat they.arq very fo|id.x>f inteifefting them-? 
(elves (nojt inileligion) but in every Affair otSt^te,; 
and all, , to acquire^ Power,. Avthority, and Riches. 
][iow much now,, unlike fo this has b<?er) theXon- 
l^uft of jVlf- Prefjdenj^? How officious has he bjeenia 
411. Affairs, o^ a civil Nature?, fcarce any jVI^n in our 
J[ffembly fqr forne Ye^rs haa bad more Concern in the 
Jlffembly tba,n be, if ,onq, might judge by his conftanf 
Prcfence there: How pundlual'is he in his Atten- 
(k^ce v^on^^ll Qur:GmeraL/4fociations J rand hpw very 
officious? Jn (h^rt he ^ff^^s to fce.piiief DiftatoSf 
there. ..Thp' he has ap. Right or Concern there, any 
morethaDvany other Man, if it be. not Power,^ Au- 
|hority, C^c' Jthat he airns^at; for,wh4t Reafon, doe^ 
hecrowd.himfelf into ail thefe Affairs, both of a civil 
and rejigjous Nature '?' . ^ /,/.. < ,. : .: 

^ I am perfuaded, if the Prefident ^ould iyiif^ ^^^^ 
content himfejf,;with,h^is own .proper ,.]iufme|fe, and 
kt alone ;fuch Affairs , as dp not belpng to hinii j and 
yrould>lpend, as.rnuch Time, . and Thought, ,an(| 
Strength, toinftrudt the Students in Divinity ; as hc 
ipcnds in M;itters..that don't concern him.; Collegj^^ 
would be well provided for in that ^efpedt,; aijd iC 
ivpuldfavp the Government the Expence of main^ 
^s^ining a Chaplain at Collegj^^ whicjl will. Jbe a faying 
*f 1500 or i8ooi. perJnmm (an ExpeaCc worth Ca-v^ 
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itig, it this Time efpeciaMy, when ^he Government il 
fo much involved) to this it will be objeded, that a 
thaplain will be at the Expence of the College. This 
njay be true in ^ Senfe, I own, but then the Goyern- 
inent wiH be importuned, to raifc as much Monej/ 
for fome other Purpofes, which might as well be an-^ 
fwercd by this very Money. I proceed to fay, 

Thirdly, Limagine He Has made-'this Reprefefi-^ 
fation with a View to take off the Attention of the 
Country from -/^. Z. 

. This Gentleman in his Confideration of the pire^ 
ient State of the Colon^^ hinted that the ioo;^, Law- 
fol- Money, that had been paid annually for many 
Years to the College, was not wanted any longer for 
the Support of the Officers of the College •, and that 
fiiere was no Expediency in fettling a Minifter of the 
Gofpel at College at prefent, under the Nafiic of a* 
Profeflbr of Divinity ;— and that the Meeting for 

f'ublic Worftiip ih the College- Hall, is upon the fame 
boting with the feperate Meetings in the Govefn- 
inent. . . . , V 

..These Hints gave great Offence* to Mr. Prejpi-= 
Sent : And fundry Methods were taken to* difcredit 
fiiem. They wei^e ridiculed in a Way of Drollery^ 
and endeavoured to be laugh*d out of Doors, as pro- 
ceeding from a Club of Hereticks. And an Anfwef 
^as attempted to A. Z*s Letter. But after alf,' the 
Public were not fatisfted that there was not a great 
3eal of Juftice in yf. Z's Remarks : Efpecidly after his 
iarge Rdply to faid Anfwef ; in which^e pfainly madi 
it appear, that inftead of a direft Arifwer^ he had 
been tum*d off, with RefledWons upon Dr. Taylor 2l 
jDivine of Old-England, and ah Ocitcry againft Herefy : 
Which were nothing to the Purpofe. And in which 
^e critically examined Mr. Prefident's Notion of Col- 
ieges ; and prpduced fo many Authorities to prove 
?fliat Mr. Prefident was^ miftaken, arid to fupport and 
J^jjidlcate i^hat himfelf ha^ hinted ih his Letter, Aat 



it was thought by Many., he would prevail in thg^ 
Controverfy, It is certain his Letter and Reply ha4," 
inade great Impreflions upon the Minds of the Multii 
tude; and it was not eafy to.effacc all thefelmpreflions, 
by fcattering about privately, Jealoufies and Sufpicion§ 
concerning theDefign of ^. Z. ; and a fatisfadory di-.. 
>e6t Anfwer wduld be Very difficult. What fhall be^ 
done then ? Why, Sound an Alarm in the Land ! 
Cry aloud and warn the People,that a before unheard 
qF Mpnfter of Herefies^\% coming in like a Flood upoaj 
the Land \ that the Colleges and the Churches will bja. 
born away therewith, unlefs there be a Divinity 
Teacher itt up in the College^ and the Officers of thc^ 
College and the People oi the Land foon intrench^ 
themfelves behind the Savoy Confeffion and the Af-r- 
£embly*s Catechifm ! .This may furprife the People •., 
and make them imagine there are greater Things ta 
attend unto, than the Reprefentations of A. Z. \ 
make no Doubt but Mr. Prefident intended thi^ 
Piece of his fhould ferve inftead of an Anfwer t<^ 
A. Z's Reply, and draw off the Attention of the Pyb- ' 
lick from all he had fjftid, to thefe odd and aftoniih- 
ing Errors, which he pretends to find prevailing \r\ 
the Land, and which he omits no Opportynity to in*, 
fmuate Mr. A. Z* is a Patron on 

Fourthly, I imagine the Prefident has wrote 
-this new Scheme, and made thefe Reprefentations, in 
Juftification of his own ^bndud.-T— -^Here lies the 
Strefsof the whole Affair. The Prefident's Defire of 
Power and Grandeur is boundlefs. The more Officers, 
as Profcflbrs, Chaplains, Tutors, {^c, he has under 
him*, the more auguft will he appear. With this 
View he has doubtlefs feparated the College from New- 
flavetf^ firft Society; that he might with a better 
Grace^ introduce a Profeflbr, or rather a Chaplain. 
Now whether thoCollege had a Right to fet up a fcpa-r 
rate Worfliip by themfelves or not; or whether Pco^ 
p|es Diflike to it was juft, is not my Defign to deter-^ 



fDine ; but fo it was. 'The greater Part of the Go- 
rcrnmeht difliked the Prefident's Conduft in this 'Af- 
fair, and it /otcafioncd very warm Debates. In Ihort, 
this Affair met with fo general a Difapprobation, that 
' the Government thought pi'oper to fhew their Difliktf 
to it, by cutting off an 'annual Grant, made by the 
Cjovcrhmeot' to tjitt College, of one hundred Pounds* 
Lawfui- Money, /^ dnftum. ' This was unexpcfted 
rfnd fiifpriling tq the Prelident ; and doubtlefs gave 
^im fome'ijneafy Apprcherifiops, of th^ Confeqiien- 
pes that. might. follow frpip 'the Qot^^ernments general 
t)iflike.- i 3omethihg'mufttherefor6 be 'done, *in Or-^ 
deri to ' sippeafe the P'eople ;* to thSs End it wa's firft 
fiid, that.as ihtCoUege wasi School lofljiafnilig, and: 
f[s the Student? were ^bovc tlfe Rank and Capacities 
of commoh People^ they iwanted- Inftruftion^^more 
luitable to their Charafters and Gir(iu|nftances ;* and 
that f^ch DifcoUffes as jnixed Alf^inblies were gene-^ 
fally Entertained with, were riot prpper. for them, Cs?^* 
JBut thisi Pretence, th6' it, was plaulTible, d^d not effeft 
iphe Things Other Arguments were ufed i but to no 
Purpofe, People, ftill grew more and more uneafy/ 
At Length it Vas feid that Mr. Noyes^'iht KJinifter of 
the firft Society of New-Havetti where the "QoUege ufed 
^o attend,, was a poor Preacher \ tteit his Difcourfe^ 
were unftudied and flat, aqd no Ways edifying : And 
that it was highly reafonable, that the Students fhould 
iiave a better Pattern pf Preaching fet before them y, 
and, efpecially, as many of them V^rc' defigned to 
be Preachers of jhe Gofpel tHemfelyes. -ThiS' Atjgu-- 
inent however was infyffipietit to efFefl: the Thing 
^efigned, the Uneafinefe of tlie Cpuptry ftill iricrtal- 
ifed. Now comes tht fatal Engine.: Ring the Bells 
backward ! The Temple, the Temple of the Lord 
1$ on Fire! The Church is in Danger I This Cry of 
t^he Church's being in Danger^ has been' a religious 
f;loak, under which the moft wicked flagicious 
Jp/i/nes have been perpetrated : Witnefs all the- Hif* 
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tories of Perfccutions.' The Cry of Here^, is more 
iltrprilTng to Mankind, than the Cry of Fire ; aS 
the Confequences have generally been more terrible 
and awful. This is the Prefidents laft Argument 
and Refuge, if he dprl't make his Market of this, 
he will f^rMn his Defign, The Prefident perceiving 
that the aboVenrierftioned Arguments were infulfici«^* 
cnt, to juftify Jiis Co.ndu(5t, in the Opinion of the* 
Government, is obliged to niake Ufc of this, viz.' 
Herejy. I obfcrved heretofore, that it was doubtlefs* 
the Prefident's Defign to make the Government be- 
Ifeve, that Men in New-Haven had imbibed the Err 
rpr^ contained in his new Scheme, He does not 
charge particularly, this would be toO much pointed -^ 
He might be put to the Proof of it in that *Cafe,which" 
I believe he would not choofe : He had rather charge* 
at large, where no. One in fpecial can oblige him to' 
prove J and yet in fuch a Mannpr, thatThofehe aimi^ 
^t, cannot elcape thi Impptation.— The Sum and Pur- 
port of the Prefident's Peice, being cleared of all it's- 
Difguifes, is this^ New- Haven hrA Society is become- 
corrupt in the Faith, 'tis therefore oi dangerous 
Confequence, that the College (hould there attend:' 
The Students are in, Danger of imbibing the groflcft 
Error?; and damnable Herejies ; for that Society have 
embraced a Scheme of Religion the Gofpel knows 
nothing of, a Scheme intirely fubvcrfive of the Chrif- 
tiap Religion. ^^ In a Word their Chrijlianity is no bet^ 
ter than Mabometifm or refined H$athentfm\ and in 
their Opinion 5^^j Chrijiy the Impoftor Mahomet and 
jipolionius Tyaneus a Magician, are much alike.— If the 
Prefident can make the Government believe that this 
is truly the State of New-Haven firft Society ; they 
will juftify hisConduft, in endeavouring to withdraw 
the College-^ and as this therefore feems to be a turn* 
ing Point, not only with the Prefident, but with 
New-Haven firft Society ; I am determined that the 
^oyef anient flull have a- juft Reprefentatioti of ^V«:, 



State. of New-Haven^ refpeftiqg this Matter: Bjt 
*\irfiich I perfuade myfelf, every impartial Judge wili 
be convinced upon good Evidence, by Votes of the 
Church and Society lately made, fhewing their Sound- 
nefs in the Faith and inviolable Attachment to the 
iteligious Conftitution of the Government, as well, 
ai^ by an Accommodation which has lately been at- 
tcnftptcd between the fi: ft Society of New-Haven and 
the Colleg£y which fhall alfo be juftly reprefented,. 
that the Prefident^s Reprefentations relpecting tjxis^ 
lilatter, have not been agreeable to Truth : And 
«>nfequently, that he has made all this Outcry an4; 
Buftlc, to ferve a Scheme of his own, 

I fuppofe it will be thought, that I am of too fuf^ 
picious jealous a Temper ; Howeyer *tis my Opinioa 
2iat the Government will foon be convinced, that 
ipy Sufpicions are well founded, ^Tis well knowij 
^at the Prefid^nt fome Years pafled, was violently, 
fct againft, what has by Way of Contempt been cal- 
led New-ligbl. And that he fhewed his abundant 
Zeal this Way, in expelling the two Cleaveland's from, 
the College for attending upon a feparate Worlhip at; 
Cmterhury. on the Sahbaib-dcrf. And that he juftifie4 
lus Cori.du£ihy x\i\%j^gumen$^ that it was abfurd to* 
luppofe the Government would fupport the College^ 
while at the fame Time its Members countenanced 
stnd upheld Meetings for publick Worfhip, fet 
up in Oppofition to the Conftitution of the Go-^ 
i?ernment \ whicl^the Government as fuch, peither 
fciew or owned 5 for this had a direct and natural 
Tendency, to introduce all the Confufion and Difor- 
der into the Body Politick, that could well be ima- 
gined. How many A6ls have the Rev. Corporation, 
in Years pafled, made to fequre themfelves from thofe 
Piforders, and to put them out of Countenance, and 
prevent the Prevalency of theStn as much as poflible ? 
And even at this prefent Time, the Prefident, is con- 
ftantly complaining to the Board, that fo long as the 
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College don't Wor(hip hi the CoUege-HaU^ he B unabli 
to keep the Students from going to the New-ligltt 
Meeting in New-Havm^ and the Corporation it f^emi 
judge that Argument is forceable, if true. But with 
Regard to the Prefident, there is good Reafon td 
fuppofe that *tis all a Farce and a Diflimulation* For 
1 .can*t underftand, that the Prefident pretends to pu* 
hifti any Diforder of this Nature, or even fo much 
as to remonftrate againft the Praftice ; efpecialiy ia 
iucha Manner, as that the Students can poffibly un* 
fierftand him to be in eameft ; if they did, they ne- 
ver would in ft) open publick a Manner, and on the 
Sabbath, flock to that Houfe. The Prefident is ca- 
pable of Governing that Society -, and doubtiefs would 
do it, did he not defign to make a Handle of that 
t)iforder with tl>e Corporation, if it be a DiforcJeir 
ivhy don't he punifh it ? If it be no Diforder, why 
does he complain of it ? But no fuch Thing ! Would 
hot one be ready to miftruft, from fuch a Condud as 
this, that the Prefident would bear with, pr do al- 
moft any Thing to carry a Point ? The Students mufl: 
Worfhip inr the CoUege^HglL This his Heart is bent 
\ipon, and every Thing muft truckle to this Grand 
Affair. And why ? What Reafon is there for it ? Why- 
fays the Prefident, in his Tours through the Coun- 
try, the good Effefts of the Students Worfliipping by 
themfelves in th^ College-Hill^ are very apparent ; they 
are remarkably ortlerly and governable, and a very 
ferious religious Turn of Mind is vifible through 
the Whole. Every Thing muft be faid to fcrve a 
Turn ! Tho' 'tis well known to the Tutors, and to the 
whole Town of New-Haven^ that there han't beerf 
in feven Years, fo many and great Diibrders pradtifed 
in that Society -, as have been committed fince the 
College worfliipped by themfelves. Such open avow'd 
Contempt of Authority, riotous Frolicks, Gamipg, 
l^c. Thefe Diforders probably would have been, if the 
College had worIhipp*d whefc it ufed to tioi;,— ^\3X*sRfc- 
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f f feftion fbr Sin ? Firially, who are the Men in this 
f* Country- that believe the Salvation ot Devils ?" • 
'"" Now thefeQuefl:ions,containing theBulk of theEr- 
jors in the Prefidents ncw; Scheme, I fhould be glad 
^e would attempt to Anfwer them ; but I never ex-* 
peft to fee an Anfwer to thefe Queftipns particularly, 
V)r I believe there is no Anfwer to be given to them 
♦hat will; fuit .the Prefident's Scheme, that will be 
fetisfadkory to any honeft Man provided lie i^ judi- 
cious. --ril would add, that after, the Prefident has 
laid, that therc^ are Numbers of Men who believe the 
Errors contained in his new Scheme, he proceeds to 
fay, that theft Men I believe, ^?. there are .x\o funda^ 
' f* mental -Principles in Religion, or any certain Set 
?* of Doftrines pcceflary'to bebelieved in Order to 
*' Salvation," ;that that is Truth to eve*y Man, that 
he believes ' to be: Truth, &o. .-And reprefents them 
as making little or no.DiiFcrence between Ghrijiiamt}% 
^d Mabometifm^znd rtfin^d.Heathenifjn^cxctpt in fomc 
fxternal Rites ar^d Ceremonies -^ and that in their 
Belief, Mofes^ Zoroafter^ Jefus Chrijl^ Apolhnius Ty^ 
uncus a heathen ; Magician^ and fMahomet the grand 
Impoftop,are about upqn a Par, Pag. 26. In a Word 
that They h^d eixibraccd aScheme that is intirely fub- 
verfive of the. Gofpel of Christ. • '.. » 
• . Now this is the Charadter^ the Prefident would have 
his Readers believe, fome Men in the Country juftly 
defervev»'?iHow bafe the Reprcfentation ! *Tis or 
ihould be, beneath a Gentleman to make fuch a One, 
and a Diflionpui; to. the Prefident of a Cbrijikn Col- 
lege, : *Tis ^fQ-rContrary to the Spirit and Temper of 
f>ur Religio?^ that none but an ilj-natu^ed Chrijlian 
^QXxH be guilty of it, Jn Fadt this Piece, of the Pre- 
fident's, is nothing but z motly Muturc of Errors, 
fhrown together with a. View to /render a Number of 
Men odious to. the reft of Mankind ; and this done 
ppdera CJoa||c oj Orthodoxy : For while he pretends 
fqjbfye JReJigion, he.^05S in the moft unchriftian 



Mahner, flur and defame his Neighbour." MenV 
CharaderSftnore than Life,are valuable; but as valu'i^' 
able as they are, and notwithllanding they are (br 
well fccured by facrcd Authority, and tho* our At- 
tempts to deprive our Neighbours of their good 
Name, generally meet with univerfal Abhorrence;* 
yet fome Men to ferve a Schcmetwill run the Ventura 
Qf all thpfe Things,to attack and deftroy the Reputkti*^ 
on of their Neighbour. And this Piece of the Pri- 
fident's is in my Opinion full Proof of this Fafti 
For 'tis the moft apparent Violation of all the Rules 
of chriflian Charity, that can well be imaging 
Every Chriftian therefore, that has a Charadler to 
lofe, ought in Confcience to bear his Teftimony a*' 
gainft it. Form venture to fay, that there is no 
Man's Life fo inoffenfive or his Principles fo juft, but 
let me take the Prefident for my Example, and I 
won't fail of rendering of him deteftable in the View 
of Thoufands ; in a Word, if the Scripture can jufti* 
fy fuch a Treatment of our. Fellowrmen, the ChriC- 
nan Character is intirely without any Security or 
Safe-guard. 

Suffer me now to give you a Specimen of the Prc^- 
lident's Conduft. Suppofe I fhould ranfack the 
World, Chriftian and Pagan \ as well the Enemies as 
the Friends of Chriftianity, as well Chronolc^ifb 
and Philofophers, as Divines; and fhould from them 
colled a Number of Errors. Suppofe the Errors thus 
coUedied, fliould be partly Errors in Theology,partly 
in Philofophy, and if they were partly Chonologicaiit 
would anfwer as well, and fhould call this CoIIec* 
tion a new Scheme of Religion ; fuppofe alfo that 
one of thefe Errors fhould be the Prefidents, tho* it 
be an Error only in Chronology ; which Way wijl 
the Prefident clear himfelf from the Imputation of 
believing all thefe Errors ? He will be included in this 
new Scheme! And has no other Way to get rid of it 
but tQ fwear himfelf out ; anc^ PoQple migjtit bellc.^ 
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NeW'TJavm^ but in Order to ferve a Dcfign PFinallyi 
is not Mr. Daggers ConduA in this Affair, an opcii 
publick Condemnation of all the Precautions, that 
the Corporation have been taking againft thefe Dif^ 
orders thefe twelve or fifteen Years paft, and a Con- 
demnation of all the Cry that the Gentlemen of thtf 
Corporation make againft the New-Ught in the Eaf- 
tern Parts of the Government ? 

I TAKE the Liberty to give a ihort Diflertation 
i)n Chriftiait Charity, that we may fee how well iht 
Prefident has comported himfelf with this important 
Precept. 

Charity^ is a kind b'enevdlerit Temper in the! 
Soul, which perfuades and urges Men to do Good« 
{as Opportunity prefents) to AH ; but by a Chrifti*- 
&n Statute, it is to be extended, in a fpecial Manner to 
Chriftians : By which we are enjoined to do Good t$ 
AlU as we have Opportunity^ eJpecikUy to the Houjholdef 
Faith: This Charity as a Principle, is the Support 
$nd Foundation of the Chriftian Religion : F6r af 
Unity is the Strength and Security of every Body of 
Men i fo Charity is the beft Foundation of this U- 
nity : For which Reafon Christ when he incorpo- 
rated the Church into one Body with Himfelf, hi 
being the Head, they the Members, made this 
Charity (which is truly fo in the Nature of 
Things) k great and fundamental Principle ; and by 
ihius doing,' founded his Church and Kingdom,^ 
vpori a Bafis worthy it's Author : Accordingly 
we feef. Re every where inculcates this Principle, By 
Love (fays our L6'rd) ferve one another^ for all the 
Law is fulfilled in oh^ tkari; eotfi in this^ thou Jhalt 
love thy Neighbour as th^felf This Charity is eiSen- 
tially rteceflary ; not only t6 the fieing of a Chrifti- 
an, but to Chriftianity it felf It is the Cotmnine Vincu- 
lum^ the common Tie, the Chriftian Conneftion -, it 
is that Principle, that good praftical Rule of Afti- 
^n^ which holds and binds Chriftians tc^ether j and 
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iCL cxa6t Proportion, as this Principte governs oC 
iiot ; fo the CKurch of Christ increafesor decreafeai 
in die World : This is the very Charaderiftick of 
a Chriftian ; By /iw (fays our Lord) JkaU all Mm, 
know that ye are my Dtfciples^ if ye love one another. 
Charity is ia great Chriltian Principle, and as *tis 
the beft Foundation of Unity, without ^hich the 
Church could not ftand ; it may jiiftly be cfteemed 
a fundamental Principle. Wherefoj^ the Apoftle 
tells u^. That if we could Jpeak all Langt^ages and 
could remove Mountains;, if Charity was wanting, in 
Point of Salvation it would profit us nothing — This 
Charity the Apoftle Paul tells us, fufferetb long and 
is kind; envieth noty vaunteth not itfelf is not puffed 
vpy doth not behave itfelf unf^mlf/feeketb not her own^ 
is not eqfify provoked^ thinketh no evil^ rejoiceth not in 
Iniquity y but rejHcetk in the Truths beareth all Things j 
and believeth^all Things ^ hopetb all Things ^ and endu- 
reth all Things i which is as if he had faid, the; 
Man that is truly governed by this jioble Prin- 
ciple of Chriftian Charity, is fo far from doing his 
Neighbour an Injury, th^t he will gladly do him all 
that Good that lies in his Power i is lb far froni 
furmifmg 111 of hinrt,'^or reporting to his Difadvan-^ 
tagcj that he will put the beft Conftru(^ions upori 
his Aftions and Principles, that tHe Nature of them 
will admit of. How far now has the Prefident made 
|his Principle the Rule of hi^ Condudt ? Charity 
(fays" the Apoftle) thinketh no Eyil-^ but the Pre- 
fident not only thinks, but (ays, his Neighbours 
have embraced a Scheme of Religion, unknown to 
the Gofpel of Christ. Charity JeHevetb all Things, 
hopetb all Things^ fays the Apoftle, by which we arc 
to underftand, that a truly charitable Man, is really 
difpofed to believe, and hope the Beft of his Neigh- 
bour : But the Prefident, not only believes, but 
fays, and writes the Worft of his Neighbours.-, by 
Jlcprefenting of them as being no better then Ma- 
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homdans or Heashefuy as believing a Number of 
damnable Errors, and in Confequence of this; that 
they are not fir for Chriftian Communion. Is this 
keeping tbe Unity eftbe Spirit in the Bond of Peace I 
Now let every impartial Man compare the Prefident*s 
Writings efpecial his new Scheme, and the Reports 
that he has ipread thro* the Country concerning New-- 
Haven \ together with his A&ions, "oiz. feparating the 
CoUege from the firft Society of NenbrHaven^ and fet-? 
ting up a feparate* Meeting in the College^ Hall ^ and 
fay whether I mifreprcfent him or not, J 

If Charity is the Foundadoa of Chriftian Unity, 
and Unity eflendally necef&ry to the Being of the 
Chriftian Religion, as has been obfenred ; then I think 
reprefenting Chriftiansr as no better thzn'Aiabcmetans 
and Heatbenfj as holding Principles that are hereti- 
cal and damning; is a Sin againft the very Being of 
Chriftianity, as ithas^a dircft-natund Tendency, to 
deftroy all that Charity and Benevolence :among 
Chriftians, that ^cements and holds- them together. 
And fliould be glad if the Prefident would confidery 
whether that Conduft which deftroys .an eflcntial^ 
and fundamental: Principle in die Chriftian Religion^ 
be not eflfentiaily and fundamentally -wrong, i This? 
is a mortifying Thought ! And fhould fliame every 
Chriftian! That f ho bafe Subjefts ta^thc* Prince of 
Darknefs, unite their whole Strength to fopport that 
Inglorious Kingdom j while we -the Children -- of 
Light, and Suqeifts to the Prince of Peace, bafely 
betray the Caufe of our Divine Maftcr, difunite a4 
mongOurfclvcs, promoteDifturbance and DifafFe6tioa 
in his Kingdom, and by this Means, expofc it to the 
Inroads of the Prince of the. Power of the Air, who 
works in the Children of Difobedience. 

It may here be liked, whether there be no Here-^ 
ticks in the Worid ? I anfweryes, a greatmany ;- but 
then would . obferve that upon a moderate Compu-' 
ration, in my -Opinion, nine Tenths oC, them, have' 
- ' .. 'y tio. 



no other ETciftencc than in the Minds of their uncha^' 
ritable Neighbours. That there are Hereticks in the 
Faith, I don*t difpute, and that Hereticks known to 
be fuch, are complained of andcxpofed, is not here- 
condemned : But that Chriftians of a fober Profeflion, 
Ibould be fufpedted, upon little, or what is worfe, nor 
Evidence at all, and reprefcnted as Htreiicks ; is the 
Thing the Prefident is to be blamed for; He fhould 
have, attended to that Dire6tion iii Deuf. xiii. ref-. 
pefting Idolatry, '^ If thouftjalt hear fay, &c. Them. 
*^ thou* fhaU enquire and make Search^ and ajk diligentfyi' 
** and behold if it be Trfithj and the Xhing certain, thai 
V fuch an Abomination is wrought among you^ then thou 
*' fhalt fitrely fimte^ &c." " 

Here it may be obferved, that the Idolator, wa$ 
not to be proceeded againft, upon Surmife or Hear- 
fey, or any fuch infuffident Evidence ; but upon full 
Proof: Tho* his Principles were dirtdUy fubverfivc 
^f the Jewifh Conftitution, which was a Theocracy, 
God was their King, confequently Idolatry wieul 
juftly chargeable as high Treafon againft the King of 
the Jews. 

i Men fhould be very cautious how they charge one 
another, feeing that they are fo liable to miftake. A 
remarkable Inftance, of this was found with the Pro- 
phet Eli, I.Sam, i. Who with Regard to Hannah, mif^ 
took Prayer for Drunketmefs \ and Elijah judged III of aS 
Ifraelj i. Kings xix. That they were given to Idolatry^ 
(himfelf excepted) th6* there were feven. Thoufand Mefi 
^GoD being Judge) that had never bo^^d the Knee to 
the Image of Baal. 

; The Author of our Beings, has made us capable, 
of being united in Charity, Love and Friendihip ; 
but we are abfolutely incapable from our vtry make, 
of Perceiving and Judging alike, and confequently 
of Believing alike in every Thing : We can no more 
fee alike then we can tafte alike. Hence appears 
the Rc^pnablcncfs of our attempting toucvUe ikaxv-. 



kind in Love and Friendfhip ; and the Unreafbnable- 
nrfs of our infifting upon every Man's Believing juft 
96 we do; add to this, that 'tis of much more Impor* 
tance, that Mankind fhould be united in Love and 
Charity, then in Sentiments ; agreeable to which,fays 
the Apoftle, Now abidetb Faith^ Hope^ Cbarityj tbeji 
three ; but ike greafefi of tbefe is Charity. ' I wi(h the 
Clergy were more generally of the Apoftle's Mind in 
this Point, and inftcad of giving of us fo many Tcfts 
and Rules of Tryal, in Matters of Faith ; that they 
would give us one Rule and Teft, for the Tryal of 
our Charity and F^^icndfhip ; for' as yet I canno^ 
learn that they have given us one of this Sort; 
tho* the Bible abounds with them. Do the Clergy^ 
imagine that the more Mankind love one another, 
the lefs they (hall be beloved? or can't they accom- 
jilifh their Defigns, unlefs Chriftians"are kept toge* 
riier by the Ears^ 

, *Trs great Pity, as Charity is our diftinguifliing 
Mark as ChrJftians, that we exercife it much left 
in Religion, then in' the common Affairs of Life. 
Agreeable to which fays an Author, '* I do not 
** believe, that there are upon Earthy two Men 
** who think exaftly alike upon every Subjed ; 
^ and yet our Difiercnt Tafte's in Meat, DrinkjJ 
** Building and D.refs make not the Icaft Difference 
^^ in Human Society; nor is it likely that they 
^* ever will, unlefs we eftablifh by fcaw, and tack 
** Preferments to one particular Mode of eating, 
*• drinking; building and drefling ; then indeed we 
*' may expeftto fee the eftablifhed orthodox Mafon^ 
** Cook^ and Taykr^ very zealous and Ibud f or Con- 
*' formity and Penalties : But at prefent tenMen^ 
** in ten diflferent Suits, can dine together upon ten 
•* different Difhes ; and give ten different Opinions j 
" upon one Piece of Painting or Architedture, with^ 
♦* out breaking Friendlhip and good Humour : If 
^' indeed rhey be Drunk with Wine or Zeal^they 
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?* will be apt to fight about the Church or fome4 
J* thing dfe : But why Men in their Senfes fhould 
?* clamour and quarrel at a Neighbour's particular 
^* Confcience, any more, than at his particular Pa- 
** late -, no Reafbn can be afligned, but the Delu- 
?' fions of Pricftcraft, operating upon it*s genuine 
** IlTue, Bigottry.™ 

• Tnt Prelident having recited hii new Scheme,^ 
Jlnd made fome kefledlions upon it ; proceeds to fay, 
«' Sundry Artifices have been ufed, in Order to 
** prepare the Minds of Men to receive this new 
^ Scheme Page ag. " A few of which I (hall take 
Notice of i and the firfli is this, " That there are n6 
^* fundamental Principles in Religion, or any certain 
•• Set of Dckftrines neccj&ary to be believed, in Ordet 
** to Salvatidn. " If the Prefiderit has taken thefi 
Propofitions from an EfTemy to Chriftianity, he 
has done it on an Occafion too frequent with him^ 
that It is nothing to his Purpofc. For no-Body 
could imagine that the Friencls of Chriftianity, can 
be obliged to anfwer for every Thing thatit'sEnemics 
fliall fay : But if he has not, whatlhall we under- 
ftand by them ? Shall we think, that there are fome 
Chriftians, who believe there are no fundamental 
Principles in the Chriftian Religion? I am very 
fenfible, that there are fome Men, who think that 
^tis not ncctffary, that a Man fhould believe eve- 
ry Thing, in order to Salvation ; but that there 
ever was a Chriftian who thought that there was 
no one Principle neceffary to be believed, not fc^ 
much as the being of a God, or that there was 
fuch a Perfon as Jesus Christ, or that Holinefs is 
neceflary to Happinefs, I don't believe. 

Anotncr Artifice made Ufe of, is this,They fay, 
*• the greateft Here^ is an immoral Life.** From the 
Prefident's mentioning this, one would have thought^ 
that he would have faid fomethihg, if he had knowd 
what to fay. This Phrafe has been naade Ufe c^^^ 



by. Cahimftic 'ind Rmonjirant Diyincs> freely, and 
l«ras never excepted againft before.^ that I know of; . 
and all that was ever intended to be. meant by it, 
was this, that let ..Men cenfune and damn one a- 
npther for their Differences io Matters of Faith, they 
give it as jthcir Sentiments, ^ that no Error in Faith 
will fet them at a greater Remove, from ^eaven,^ 
then a . wicked ahd itnmoral Lifej which is not half 
lb much cenfurcd*. . : .; • 

^ Another Artifice 15; thi$t "That public Or^ 
*' thodbxy has been very various in different. Coun-» 
V trie3) and in the fame Country in different Times j 
f that Councils, or, AffemWies of f)ivines, not be- 
*' ing infallible, have no Right to make or impofe 
J* upon Others, any Creeds, or Confeffions of Faiths 
•* dr public Tefls or Standards of Orthodoxy. " 
Words of folid, important and everlaftin^, .Truth I 
Thefe Propofitions I humbly conceive^ deferve a bet^ 
tcr Name then . Artifice.*-*" Subfcriptions " (fayi 
a learned Writer) " have ev^r been, a Qrievance 
f ' to the Church of God j and the firft Introduftioii 
** of them, was owing to Pride, and, the Chim of 
" an unrighteous^ ungodly Pdwef . Neither thfe War-* 
*' rant of Scripture, nor the. Interefl of Truth made 
*' them nectffary. 'Tis but by Few I think, if Anyj 
*' pr^tende4 that the facred Writings Countenance 
" this Pradicc. .They do indeed .abound with Di^ 
*^ reftions and Exhortations, to adhere j^ieadfaftly to 
** the Faith, not to be moved from. theFaith^nor 
^' tofled about with every Wind of Dpftrine. But 
** what is th^ Faith we are to adhere to?.. What^ 
" the Faith eftablifhed and ftampcd fot Orthodox^ 
*' by the Bifhops and Councils ? RediculoUs ! If 
** this, was the Cafe, otir Faith mt^fl be as various 
** as their Creeds, and as abfurd and contradiftory 
*' as their Decifions., No, the. Faith we are to 
^' be grounded and fettled in, is that which was 
i^ once delivered io the SaintSy that which was 
*~' ^^ preached 



(si) ! 

^ preachftd by the Apoftle to the Gentles, as Veil 

^^ ^s Jewxy the wholefortie' Words we are to con-j 

" fent to^ are the Wordi of our Lord- Je«u8 

** Christ;* and the Doftrinc • which is according 

" toGodlinefs. Thisiali genuine Chriftians receive; 

^ out of a Regard to a much higher Authority than 

** belongs ta aay Set of Men in the World j and 

^' therefore, the Sandion of Fathers and Councils ill 

^ this Cafe, is as irtipertinent,' as »a Man's ^pretending 

*^ to give a Satlftion. to theOoflftitutickis^of the Great 

4* God. And as to all other Articles of Faith, nei-* 

*/ thcr They, or any Others^ hstve any Commifliort 

** to impofe them on thajConfciences.of Men ; and 

•^ the Mbrrieilt they attempt to? do it^- they ceafe td 

?* be ^ Servants ifi the Hdufe of Goi>, :and aft as 

•' the true arid* proper Lords of i the -^Heritage. — » 

^* Deciflons made.in Controverfies of Faith by the 

^? Clergy^ carry « iri them no' Force rtor Evidence of 

?* Truth : Let their Office be ever fo facred, it 

V doth hot exempt them from human Frailties and 
^^ Iitrperfeftidils i they are as liable to^Ertor-andl 
^ Miftake, to Prejudice andPaffion, as any of the 
*' Laity whatfoever, can be. ". u ^ - ^ 

-. "' How theft can .the Clergy have .any Authority 
^^ in 'Coiitrovferfies of Faith; which the Laity have 

V not? That- fhey have erred, in their Dccifions^ 
^^ and decreed Light to be Dafknefs, and Darknefi 
^* Light i that thi^ have perplexed the Confciencei 
^•* of Menj' aftd corrupted the Simplicity of thq - 

V Fakh in Christ-, .all their Gcfuncils and Synods^ 
^* are a ftotorioiis Proof: With what - Jufrice or 
^* Modefly then, can thiy -pveitnd xo a Power of 

V obdigitig Others .to* believe their Articles j of 
•* lubfcribe them ? '* ^ • •' /^' % /; .^ 
'••■ But it iS' faid ia favour of SubfcriptkJns; that 
they prevent Errors, and fecure the Truth r This 
Method of preventing Error, will fuic all Religions^ 
and all Sorts of Pripciplcs whatfoever \ to5L>i ri^ 



fcy ^Wcb Error maintains it's Grtund, aAd is 'm^ 
deed rendered impregnable ; for allowing that the 
Cahimftic Principles are the real Dodtrincs of Ghrifti- 
anity, and that they are fecurcd and fupported bf 
$ubfcriptions ; all Errors, as Jrmimanifm^ SocMawfm^ 
Jrianijmy &c. are fecurcd in the like Manner ; whap 
Security then will this be to Truth, when the Bulfc 
of.Mankind hy thefe Means are invincibly fupported 
and confirmed in Error ?— Subfcriptions are no Se^ 
turiry, for tho'. Men of Integrity ahd Confcieoce 
may, and oftentimes undoubtedly do fubmit ,to^ 
tiiem ; yet Men of no Principles, or very loofe ones^* 
li^orldly and ambitious Men, the Thoughtkfs and Ig^ 
aorant, will moft certainly do it, ^yhen they fiijd it 
fcr their Interefi. The Church that enclofcs her 
ielf with thefe Fences, feavcs abundant Room for the 
Entrance of all Pcrfons of fuch Chara£lers ; to whom 
then doth (he refufe Admittance ? Why, if it be ttf 
^, it muft be to Men who cannot tend their Con- 
ifciences to their Intercft. But Men of noConfcicncesj* 
and of no Religibn fave Political^ may always be ad-' 
mitted. Said a learned Divine> *' I think this fub^ 
fcribing to Creeds and Articles of Faithj is infamous^ 
in its Nature^ and vindicable upon no Principles of 
Gonfcicnce and Honour. It tends to render (he* 
Clergy contemptible, in the Eyes of the .Pec^le,' 
who will be apt to think, that they have but little 
Reafonto regard the Sermons of Men, who have 
prevaricated in their . Subfcriptions, .and that thejr 
preach for the fame Reafon that they fubfcribed, ^2?.- 
their worldly Intereft. *Tiaof very pernicious Influence 
andExample,and'itsConfequences leads to the BreJichf 
of all Faith amongft Mankind, and tends .to the 
Subverfion of Civil Society. For if the Clergy are 
known to prevaricate in fubfcribmg to Religious^ 
Tefts of Orthodoxy, is it not to be feared thatOtherSf 
may learn from them to prevaricate in their Sub- 
Jciiptioas to Civil Tefts of Loyalty ? .And.indcedl 
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thcreis a gncat Seal of Reafon to una^e, that if Mcq 
can tutor and twift their Confcienccs,fo as to fubfcrib^ 
Articks of Faith, contrary to their own Perfuafion,' 
and only as ArticlcB of Peace or a Qualification foif 
a Living.; they would . fiabfcribe for the fame Rea- 
fon to Popery or Mahometanifm ; for if this be a good 
Reafon for lubfcribing any Article which I do no^ 
believe, *cis a Reafon for fubfcribing all ; and there-* 
fore I humbly apprehend, that aPradice which givei 
fo much Occafion to fuch fcandalous Prevarications 
with God and Man, fhould be cafl: off as an infuf- 
ferable Grievance, and as a Yoke upon the Necks of 
$he Clergy, too heavy for them to bear. Thus far he, ^ 
Another Artifice made Ufe of is this, ** tha( 
** no Man is bound to beUeve, as our Fathers be* 
licved •, but every Man has aRight to judge for him-* 
fclf." Pag. 24. This is one of thofe Propofitions th^ 
Prefident fays, ** that tho* it has the Appearance of 
^* Truth, yet it is fo mixed and difguilw with Falf^ 
*' hood, that it equally tends to lead the unwary 
** Mind into Error, as if it were wholly and abfo- 
*^ lutely falfe." Now from his calling this Propofi*: 
tion an Artifice, &c. 'tis Evident he underftands it 
not to be a Truth, Now *tis evident that we are no% 
obliged to believe as our Fathers believe, or as apy 
other M^n believe^ except they give ps Evidence on 
which to found our Belief; for if we could be oblig- 
ed to believe any Propofition tho* it was a Truth, 
without feeing the Evidence which fypported it^ 
purely for this Reafon, becaufe they believed it ; we 
Sxould for the fame Reafon be obliged to believe tL 
Propofition if tb^ believed it, tho* it was really 
falfe : But it they give us Evidence of the Truth of 
a Propofition fufficient to found our Belief upon, in 
I his Cafe we (hall be obliged to believe it ; not be- 
<iaufe tbef believed it, but becaufe they have fliewf^ 
lis the Evidence upon which it is lupportcd. I ftioult^ 
We thought that the Prefidervt d^^sM^ \s> Q.«i- 



||bfs this Truth that I tra contendirig &r^ in Pag. ^5; 
lichen he fays, ** the* cyery Man has a Right to ex^* 

V amine and judge for himfelf according to Truth.** 
|iad he not backed it by this= Propofition^ '* yet no 

V Man in die Sight of God has a Right to judge 
^? wrong;'* .'• - *•• ■.■'>■♦ », ij- . ;. .; * 
** This Taft Propofition ieems to found pretty well, 
but £ imagine there is more Sound in it than Sub-« 
ilance,i focyl think, that if it be right I (hould judge 
formyfelf^ it is- right in thcSight of God : For that 
Khiqh .is righ<? cither by .Warrant from- him, or in 
the Nature of: Things,- is bright .in hi& Sight. . If by 
f he Word Right, be meant Wiarrant; Authority, Pri* 
yilege,- &c. then. the Propofition would ftand thus, 
OQ: Man has a Warrant or Authority in? the Sight 
©f Geo to judge wrongjc and coirfequently if he 
Ihould, he. is to be blamed; my having a Right, Aun 
^ority, pr Warrant-to judge for myfelf, I thinkfupr 
Ipofes, that I may make up a- Judgment in an Af- 
fair that I am concerned,^ whether it be^ agreeable at 
not agr^abfe to the rNature of Things ; provided i 
judge. upon? the beft Evidence I xan- poffibly get f 
Wfcich is evident from this Gonfidcration, that J can 
havc^ no '>Right to judge contrary to^ or againft £vi-i 
^ence. ;Eyidence being that ^onc, by which my Judg-> 
jnent is be determined-; now if the Evidence in vsxf 
Mind ecincludes ag^nft. the Truth lin Nature, and \S 
:K)r th^t iReafon^ 'IJiave <no Warrant to make up a 
Judgment in the AfFw, :rtis evident ionthe other 
JJand, that I can have no Right to judge without or 
^gainft Evidence: The Confequence: will be, that 1 
|iave no Right or Authority to. make up a Judgment: 
ft ^ ; Fh^is a Contri^dij^ion ^^y havmg.a Right 
fir Authority tb make up a- Judgment for my^lf. 

r. The. Jews of old,' before Jftremmy and tHe^ikfcn 
^bmaticks, had arrived to any .confi^rable Height^ 
jftrt objiged to judge that the Sun wcht round the 
^frth I .. and they had a Right fo to judge ; and foi 



this, they had a Warrant from God: JBccaufe t^tf 
had no Evidence to determine them in Favour of the 
contrary Suppofition, and God himfelf talked of it^ 
as tho' this had been the Fad, by reprefenting the 
Sun as Rifing and Setting, &c. fo Amos viii. 9. / 
"UnU Caujfe the Sun, fays GOD^ to go down at Noon: 
Now if theft Men had no Right in the Sight of Go»' 
10 make tip thisjudgment,itis very difficult ifnotim-j 
poffible to account for the Deity's making Ufe of fucli 
a Phrafeology as would almoft inevitably both bcgetT 
and confirm in them fuch an Opinion. If thefe Men- 
had no Right to judge that the Sun went round the 
Earth, which is thePrefident's Determination, becaufi^ 
that would conclude againft the Truth ; they cer-- 
tainly had noRight to judge the contrary Suppofition 
to be true, viz. that the Earth went round the Suiy 
becaufe they had no Evidence on which to founds 
their Jugdmciit j' and the Evidence was really out of 
their Reach at that Time, tho^ Alironotny has fincci 
evidenced the Faft : The Confequence is evidently 
this, that they had no Right in the Sight of G o d to: 
make up any Judgment in this' Affair : So that when. 
God fpake about the Sun's Rifing and Setting, and 
when he faid he would caufc the Sun to go down at 
Noon, they had a Right to form no Judgment of 
his Meaning, but that his Words were mcerly Sounds 
without Meaning or Significancy. 

But if it fhould be objeded, that thefe Men had a 
Right to judge that the Earth went round the Sun, 
tho* there was.no Evidence in their Minds to Siip-' 
port it ; becaufe that was the Truth. I anfwer that 
if they had a Right to befieve one Propofition with- 
out Evidence, tho* it was a Truth ; they had an c- 
qual Right to believe any Propofition, without Evi- 
dence, true or falfe : For if I without any Reafon, 
have a Right to judge any one Propofition to be. 
Truth, I have a Right, for^na Reafon, to judge alL 
Ffioppfitions to be truc^ but tha Tiu\Sx\^n V\>3n^ 



poKi^t to judge any Propofition to ht trtie Wtthdiit 
iifeat, that I have good Reafon and Evidence ta be- 
^eve it is fo. 

. For the further lUuftration of this Argument, I 
flurry, whether the Mariners who caft Jonah into 
^ Sea, in a Tempcft, had not a Right in the Sight 
of God, to judge that he was drowned ? The Fre^. 
fident fays no, becaufe It was not true. To which 
( anfwer, they had a Right in the Sight of .God to 
«iakc up this Judgment, becaufe diey had the fame 
Evidence, and all the Evidence of his being drown-: 
<9d, that they would have had, or prob^ly could 
ibave had, if it had been really fo. If another Man 
at the fame Time had been caft into the Se^ tof 
gether with Jcnab^ and had not been faved in that 
ipiraculous Manner that he was, but had periled 
i^ that mercilefs Element ; the. Mariners in that 
Cafe, would have had a Right in the Sight of God^ 
(^he Prefident wiU allow) to judge that he was 
drowned ; tho* there was as mych and the very 
feme Evidence to determine their Judgment that 
Jtmab was drowned alfo. Now, how thefe Men could 
bave a Right in the Sight of God, upon certain Er 
Yidence and for certain Reafons, to judge concern^ 
ing the Fate of one Man y and yet, not have a 
Right in the Sight of GoD;, upon the fapie Evidence 
and for the fame. Reafons, and under the fame Cir^ 
oumftances to rhsdce the iknie Judgment, with regard 
tp another Man, is a very great Myftery. What 
ConfuHon would this make in civil Affairs ? For 
if this was true, it would follow, that a Judge upon 
certain Evidence, would have a Right in the Sight 
irf G o D to judge, that A in Debt was liable 
to B I but upon the fame Evidence, he would noft 
have a Right in the Sight pf God to judge that 
B was liable toC : Confequently if in the one Gafe, 
he ihould award B to pay . to C^ the fame as he^ 
^- • . ^' ' "■' "' ia 
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iti the other Cafe hiad awarded A to pay to B, Ws 
Judgment in the Sight oi God in one Cafe would bd 
right, and he would come oflF with Impunity ; but? 
in the other Cafe it would be wroiigj he would be 
eulpabJe, and worthy of Punifhmcnt. If this was 
the Cafe who would be a Judge? The Prefident*s 
Notion of the Right of private Judgment, appears ta 
me to be very Angular, weak and inconfiftent. 
- I was not long fince in Company with a parti-* 
cular Gentleman,' and in dicourfing upon this Pro-j 
pofition of the Prefident*s, he took Occafion to fay^^i 
that he in Company with another Gentleman, waited 
Vpon the Prefident at a certain Time* when the 
Convcrfation turned upon the Catechifm ; and after 
^onfiderablc Conveifation had, put this Queftion,( 
fuppofe that upon Examination of a particular Phw 
pofition, I fliould tnink that the Scripture would* 
support it, and 'that it was a Doftrine of Scripture p, 
but comparing this Propofition with the Cztediifm^ 
the Catechifm would not fupportit; which muft E 
believe in this Cafe, the Scriptures or the Catechifm I. 
The Prefident replyed, you muft believe the Cate^ 
ehifm, and gave this as a Reafon, that you ought 
rather to be determined by the Judgment offucb 
a Number of wife and good Men,' then by youu 
own Judgment : And added, that in the Courfe of this 
Converfacion, the Prefident repeated this Propofiti-f 
6n near ten Times ; that he was fure he could not 
iriiftake him. A furprifing Propofition for a Di-> 
vine / If this was true, we might be called - noHe^ 
as the Bareans were, not for fearcbing the Scriptures^ 
but the Catechifm, to know whether thefe Things are 
true or not \ But 'tis my Opanion, that an infpiredf 
Apoftic would have rather faid, who hath bewitch-' 
ed yoU^ that you Jhould not obey the Truth ? Upo» 
this Reafoning of the Prefident's, we Ihall be obli- 
ged to believe the Rcfolves and Decrees of all the 



Councils, Synods, and AtkmhlkshF Divines j thii 
have ever been . convened together in the World ; ' 
provided, they were numerous and good ; and- confe- 
quendy (hall be obliged to believe all thdrContradidi- 
ons and Inconfiftencies ; which a Man may do, when 
he can perfuade himfelf to believe, that two and twd 
make four and that two and two don't make four. — * 
I beg my Readar's Patience one Minute more oa 
rfiis Point, whilft I juft obferve, that this pretend- 
ed Argument of the Prefident's, is nothing but a 
Sopbifm^ or falfe Argument. Obferve the Queftion; 
ih this Cafe, fliall I believe the Scriptures, or 
the Catechifm ? The Catechifm, fays the Prefident • 
pray for what Reafon ? Why, fays the Prefident,- 
you ought to be determined by the Judgment . of 
thefe Men, rather than your own j this is nbthihg( 
to the Purpofe, I did not alk whether I fliQuld be* 
lieve myfclfj or the Catechifm ^ if 1 had, then his 
Anfwcr would have been in point, I don't fay to the 
Purpofe. He fhould have faid, if he defigned td 
anfwer the Qyeftion, that I ought to be determined 
rather by the Judgment of thefe Men, then by the 
Scripture ; this would have been an Anfwer to the 
Queftion ; but that I fhould prefer their Judgment 
to my own, is no Anfwer to the Qucftionv at, 
all : He miftakes the Oppofites in the ArgtI'^ 
jnent ; the Catechifm and myfelf, are no Oppofitea 
in the Senfe of the Queftion j the Oppofites, are the 
Scriptures and the Catechifm^ aftd the, Queftion is 

?lain, which of thefe two fliall I belieVe ? The- 
^refidcnt's Rcafoning on this Pointj is as if I flibuld 
obferve to him, that there ivas a Difpute between^ 
Dodor Watts and Mr. L^r^^ refpedting the Soul's 
fleepings and ftiould afk him, which of thefe Gentle- 
men I muft believe to be right ? And he fiiould 
lay, Doftor Watts^ and give this as a Reafon,^ that 
T>oGioxWatts was a betterjudge in this Affair tbanll j, 
fr^icAeKtrvManfces is nothing to thePurpofcr If he 



iaid, that JFatt^^ Judgment was to be preferred t^ 
Isock^jj he would havcfaid fomething ;.fo in the other 
Cafe, if he had f^id,. I ought to be determined 
r^ather by^ the Judgtneot pf thofc^ good Gentlemen 
ivho compofed thje Catechifmt than by :thofe Merit 
y;rho wrote the Scriptures by Infpiration ; he would 
have faid fomething jn.atnfwicr tp the Queftion; and it 
would; indped be faying a great Deal. — Thus much 
foi; . Artifices^ : -»» - - - v/i . ' . • •. ; 
in Page 25 the Pxefideiit fay3i ." That publitf 
^' Bodies and Communities, of Menj have a Right 
^' to judge for themfelvjcs, concerning their lown 
f' public State and Cpnftifutipn, the- Qualifications 
'-' of.their own Minifters-and Jnttrtiftors^ and what; 
J*' Dp^jtrinea thqy woi)ld have preached to Themfelvcs^ 
^.' and tJotJxeirPofterity." If this be true,that all Bodies 
^d Communities of Men have a. Right to jtidge fop 
themfclyj(?s, ahd to judge of the Dodtrines. that theyf 
yould^haye preathe^ to. thopi lit ijs a fufficient Con-^ 
futation of all Arguments brought for the Support 
of the Right in Any, of: making^ndimpofing Creeds 
and Confelfions . .of Faitli. upon Others ;;becaufit 
9 Right in Qhe 3ody of Men,, to. impbfc their Princi-f 
pies uponj^Anoth^ •j.neceffarily fuppdfe^thaf They on 
lyhom ; /% are iitjpofcd, have, no Right to judge for 
fhemfelves : So. that for the- Clergy, to m^kc, and im-# 
pofe th^r Creeds and Cpnfeffions ojf Fflithv upon anjf 
Body or Society of the Laity 5, is a Contradidtion; 
tipoo. t^e Precedent's, own Principles, here jlaid down. 
Here. I would .obferve, - that .if public Bodies and 
Comipunities of Men^ have ^, Right to judge for 
^hemfelvej;. it follows by necefiary Cdnfequence,, 
that every Individual gf that Body; or. GoaiitiUnityi 
nas a Right to judge for.hi?nfelf ; Became thejudg^ 
pent of Pubiic,k Bodies andCapimunities, is nothing 
but the ) priva^te. Judgments of every individual ot 
that Body, pr .Community, added together,, and 
Brought into a iSum "Total : So that , if x5aa\^^^^ \s^ 



KigKt of private Judgment, there could not be iti 
Nature, any fuch Thing ^^ the Judgment of publick 
j^odies or Communities of Men. 

The-Prefident goes on to fay, ^^ when a Minifter 
^* has a Call Co a Chureh^it is upon this Suppofirion 
^' in the View of Thoie who call him 5 that he beKeves 
•* and will preach to Them and Their's, Aofc Doe- 
^ trines which /^ believe and declare to be tb^ 
*' Truth ; and if he does not, he is guilty of Delu** 
^ fion. Deception, and Breach of Covenant." 

This is a nne Compliment paid to the Laify : And 
1^11 doubtlefs be pleating to Ttiofe, wbozxt afraid of 
of being Prkft-ndden. But if They furvey the Pre- 
cedent's Scheme fully, they will not have fo much 
Hcafon to be pleafed, as they iniagine. — This is tluf 
Prefident's Scheme, that the Clergy /hould make 
Creeds and Confeffions of Faith and hnpole them 
Djpon the People^ and then that the Clergy fhould be 
9bliged tor preach dbe Principles that the People 
Relieve. 

A Minister of the Chriftian Refigion, is obliged 
to preach the Gofpel oiCbrifi. Unto usy fiffs the .^of- 
iUy are cmmited the fTcrds of ReconcilioHoH. Wo to me 
tf I preach not the Go/pel, fays St. Paul. As a Mi« 
Aifter receives his Commffion froth Chrift^ he is obliged 
in Confequence of thaij to ttcwttbofi DoSrines that 
he is to preach, from him alfi^ ^^ And the Mmi/hy^ 
••^ fays the ApofHe, which J have received from the Lord 
•' ftfi^i to teftify the Gojpel of the Grace of GOD/^ 
And foY d^s Reason, I believe it to be an Affront to the 
Author of o^r holy Religion, who commffionates Meii 
to beMin&ters in his Kingciom; for any fuch Miniffcef 
vponhisZ)gi^^iMr to any prticular Cure, nieahly» 
and for want of trueChrifnan Courage and Forti- 
tude, tb oblige himfelf to prbach either the Principles 
tS his People, or the Articles of the Savey or IFeft^ 
tmnfier Corifeflion, or the Principfes of any former 
Councils, or the Principles of cluy Body of Menr 



?f hatfoever. For having received his AutJiority zs i| 
Miniftcr from Cbrifty he is bound to preach the Gol? 
p^U and that alone : And has therefore no Right tq 
oblige himfelf to preach the Principles of aay Maa 
or Body of Men, living or dead : Confequently if he 
does, he fo far forth forfeits the Cbara&er of a Mmjier 
of Obri/i : For fays the Apoftle, '^ which Tinf^s alfi 
f^ Vftfpe^y not in ibe Jf^ardswlnch MmisWifdm tead^ 
^^ ah I ha which the H&^ Gboft ieacbeib:' A Minifter 
of the Gofpely is no more obliged to preach the Gofr 
pel in that Senji of it in which his People believe it| 
then a TufHce of the Peace is obliged to execute the 
JLsws of this Colcv^y in that Senfe dt them, in whicB 
thofe People underftand them^ over whom his Jurif- 
diddon ej^tends : Blit as in the one Cafe, the Juftice 
IS obliged to execute the Laws in that Senfi of them, in 
which Thoie that mad<tthem, and put him in Power, 
underftand them ; fo in the other Cafe a Minifter ia 
obliged to preach the Gofpei in tEat Soife of it» ini 
Whioi he (meaningCI^) underftood it^who made hini 
a Miniften— So mat a Minifter is under Obligationa 
to preach the DoArines of the Gofpei, whether hia 
l^eople believe tl>em or not| whether they will heaf 
pt whether they will forbear.— 
' This Principle of the Prefident's, is big with many 
Abfurdities : For Firft it fuppofesthat Thofethat are 
to be taisght, are wifer and better Judges of the 
Doftrines of die Gofpei, than their Teachers : If this 
be not the Cafe, how comes the declared Principles of 
rfic People to be the Standard of theirMinifter'sFaith? 
Secohdlt, it fuppofes, that if a People have 
embraced never fo many Errors, antecedently to 
their Minifter's Settlement over them 5 that their Mi- 
nifter has no Right in that Cafe, to preach againfl: 
thofe Errors, and aifert the Truths which ftand in 
Oppofition to them: Nay, if he does, he is guilty of 
Deceit, Delufion, and Breach of Covenant.— It he 
don% he is guilty of a Breach of Covcvv^ajL'^'^sssi^Jcv*^^^ 



^th God. The Confequencc will be, that a People 
xhuft never be wifcr then they were when their Mi- 
liiftcr fettled with them; ' at leaft their Minifter muft 
be no Wayi iijftrumental in that' Affair ; and that 
there can be no Reformation carried on^ among Man- 
kind by the fettled Miniftefs of the Gofpel, without 
l5eceit and Breach of Covenant : If they can reform 
Themfelves/or if ftrolling itinerant Preachers can re- 
form them, 'tis well j-otherwife they miaft remain un- 
xrformed3 Unleft Mankind can be reformed from 
Errors, by having tjiofe very Errors inculcated upon 
them as Truths. .* f »• »> ^ . . ». , : t , . ; 

•: LASTi,r, It fuppofes, that the Proteftant Reformat 
don, was carried 6n by Deceit, Delufion, and Breach: 
of Covenant; fo far at leaft, as' the fettled Minifters 
if the Gofpel had any Hand in it. Let any Man? 
judge then,- who has reflefted on the Proteftant Re-* 
'mmationyfith xht greatdft Severity, Mr. Taylor^ oc 
Mr. Clap^ '■* *• ' •- :■ •• '• ■■■. ' ■ i 

\" In 'Pag. 27. thePrefident fay«, " altho* a good 
•* ftioral Life is abfolutely neoeflary to Salvation, at 
•• neceflarily flowing frotn^ a-living Faith \ yet uponr 
^ thcfe Prinqtples*, there is no -great Advantage in it, 
*' but only with regard' to the Happinefs of thia 
;•* World: Fo^ no external vA'ftion is either good or 
** bad in a moral or religious Scnfe, 'but with regard 
•* to. the Principle it proCeedSr from ;. for if a Man 
*' Ihould externally keep the whole* moral Law, to 
•* rccomtnend'himfelf to Jupiter ox Mahmnetj or tb 
♦* merit Heaven by his own Rightcbufheis, or for any 
" other Endi cxclufive«of the Slory. of Goex, >it will 
•* not be fufficienttb SalVatidft/*' • ; - . > -^ ' ! 
Here the Prcfident aflcrts' one Propofition which 
po Mail (ionics j and fupports it by Another which 
jlo Onfe ou^ht to believe 5 as it is-impoffiWe:in itfclfi 
and a dire6k Contradiftionto the Firft.* Firft he af- 
fcrts that no external A6tion, is either good or bad^ 
in a monl or rdigious Scnfe, but '^th fegard fo.tbe 
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l^ncipk it proceeds from. This Propofition no Man 
denies, for *tis only aflerting that neither Mjordity ot 
Jtnmorality can be predicated upon an Aftion which 
ftands ia no Relation to a timal or reUgitms Agent •• 
For no Man ever fuppofed, upon Syppofition that; 
Animials are mere Machines^ that their feeming ASti- 
of Juftice or Injuftice One to Another, could be calle4» 
moral or imtnorak religious or irreligi&us : For moral or 
religious Clocks and Watches are new Phrafcs in Di-/ 

vinity. - . • ; : .^ 

' Now this Propofition he endeavours to fupport by. 
Another, that is impoffible in the Nature of it, and a 
Contradidion to tins. Which is, that a Man may; 
ixtemally keep the whole moral Law. Now if it be 
true what he obferves, viz. that no Adlion is moral 
or immoral but with Regard to the Principle it prp^^ 
cecds from ; and if it be true, that w^^/Principles am 
infernal 2Lnd not external i then that ^x/^«^ keeping o^ 
the moral Law the Prefidcnt talks of, is no keeping 
of the Law at all in a moral Senfe : As it has no Rc-% 
lation to any moral interned Principle. And it ^he 
don't talk of keeping the Law in a moral Senfiv 
pray in what Senfe does he talk of keeping it ? Doet 
he talk of keeping the moral La\^ in a Natural Senfi 
or non Senfe ? It the Prefident had ftudied the Chaj^' 
techifm critically and carefully, as he aifurcs us he 
has ; tis' my Opinion that he would have had a betcei; 
Idea of the moral Law than he feems to have.— ^For 
his Conviftion therefore in this Matter, 1 1^11 here 
inferc fome Queftions from the Cate^hifni^li^ith thci^ 
Anfwers.— — 

Sir, '^ What did God at firf!: roveal to Man for thp 
Rule of his Obedience ?— 

A. The Rule which God as firft revealed to Man 

for his Obedience was the moral Law. 

' Q^ Wherein is the moral Law fummarily com- 
prehended? 
i ... fty^'^^ft 
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' A. The thoitl Law is fummarily ' comprehended 
9b the ten Commandments. — 
' ' Qj^ What is the Suih rf the ten Commandments ? 
A. The Sum of the ten Commandments, is to 
l&ve the Lord otif Goo, with all our Heart, with 
all our Soul, and with Ml our Strength, and with all 
chir Mind^ and our Neighbour as Ourfdves." If the 
Bible may be taken in the Senfe of the Catechifm 
without any Offtnce to the Preftdent, I hope he will 
not be oflendcd if I take bim in the Senfe of the 
Cttechifm ; hisReafoning will then ftand thus. If aMan 
JSiouId ixtfirnalfy keep the whole moral Law, i. e. if 
^elove the Lord his Gpp with all his Heartj .with 
ill his Soul, mth all his Strength, and with all his 
Mind, and if he hath no other God before Him, antj 
know and acknowledge God to be the only true God 
igfiA his God, and worihip and glorify him accord^ 
ir^y ; exelufive of the Glory of Go d, to rccom- 
ftiend himfclf to Jupiter or Mabomfj it will not be 
fufficient to Salvation. -V^ 

• But fays the Prefident 'tis an external Keeping oif 
Ae moral Law I fpeak of, and not an Internal. Yes, 
I allow it. He means that a Man fhould love the 
liirbRb hb Gob with all his Heart, and Soul,^ and 
V&cA^ extermlfy. 

■ I HAVE bete the mote particular in this Spot, be- 
caufe I oWenre that the Prefident and Gentlemen of 
ids Stani^, appear to be very careful to mifteprefent 
file Remohftrftnts in this Point. They tell Mankind 
ihat thefe Men expe£b to be faved by Morality. 
What is this Morality ? Why nothing but an exter^ 
kal outward Cohfbllnity to the moral Law : So that 
thefe Men can go to Heaven without ever having 
fiicir Minds ffiffified. Men are furprifed to think 
that any Men fhould hold fuch Principles, which 
diey look itboh to be fatal in their Confequences to, 
the Souls of Men. But thefe Men*s Sutprife would 
itaicy if tbcfc Gentlemen would rcptcfent the moral 
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iA'^ in chat Light in which die %techifm reprdehlt 
it.' Mankind would not be furprif^ that Mca fhould 
encourage themielves in the Hope of eternal lift 
upon this Perfuafion ; that they ioved GfoD with all 
ifheir Hearty and S^ml^ and Mind. How eafy aik(^ 
natural would it be for thefe Men who believe tfat 
Catechifm, if they were difpofed for it, to let the 
moral Law in a rair unexceptionable Light. We fio 
what was the Sum of Morality^ in the^ Opinion of 
ihofc Gentlemen who composed the Catecmfm, an^^ 
tecedent fo a Saviour's coming into the World v now 
if upon a Saviour's be»ng revealed, we add to that^ 
Worfhip, Subjedion^ Obedience and Love to hiou 
It will be fuch a Moralitv, in my Opinion^ that no 
Chriftian need to fear truning his Soul upon it. 

In Page iSf the Prefident fays, *^ Some Mas 
^^ from a meer natural Principle of Benevdence^ 
^* without true Grace, may really endeavour to pro^ 
^* mote the general Good of their Fellow-Men," is 
Pag. 40. he (ays, ^' for my Part I have criticalli 
f ' and carefully I think (I wilh he was not miftakenj^ 
^* with the utmoft Impardality, examined into dis 
*' Dodtrines contained in our Catechifm and Coofef*. 
^^ fions of Faith ; and believe they are folly saai 
*^ plainly contained in the facred Oracles of Truths 
^* Peife&ly agreeable to Reafon and harmonious witb 
^* each Other. 

If the Prefident believes that the Dodtrines con* 
(ained in our Catechifm, are fully contained in the 
facred Oracles^ it would puzzle. the Wifdom of Sek^ 
tnoH to conceive from whence the Prefident fliould 
imagine, that thefe Men could get this Principle of 
natural Benevolence : So that they Ihould ("not 
hypocritically) but really endeavcwr to promote du9 
general Good of their Felk)w-Men. For we are 
taught in the Larger Catechifm, (of which Our's i& 
only an Abridgment) That the Sinfuhefs of that EfitM 
^i9b$r$ifU0 MAnpUi torififisin thWant 0/ xhoX Ri|l>tt!wif- 



mp ioberein be was created^ and ibe Orn^tion }>/ biS 
ifafurej wbereby be is utterly indifpofedy difabled^ and 
made ofpojue to all ibat isfptritually Good^ and wholly in- 
elined to all Evilj and tbai continually. If we^were to 
join the Prefident, and the fatechifm together, the. 
Propofitioris would ftand thus ; Thfcre are feme Men 
who wanting that Righteoufncfs -^vhcrein.they were 
created, the Corruption of whofe Nature being fuch» 
that they arc thereby utterly, indifoofed, ;difabledy 
and made oppofite to all that is ipirituaily Good^ 
and wholly inclined to all £vil^ and that jcontinually ; 
Who may itom ameer natural. Principle. of JBenevo- 
lence, without true Grace, really endeavour to pro- 
mote the Good of their Fellow-^ Men. Nowho^ 
the Prefident will free himfelf from this Jargon and 
Abfurdity, I cannot tell, without Jie, will wy, that 
this Benevolence he talks of^ is no fpiriti}^ Goodi 
To which I Anfwer^ that my Idea of ipiritual Good^ 
as it relates to the Temper of the Soul, is^ that it is 
liich a Temper in the Spirit of a M^n, as is fitting iij 
the Nature of Things, he.flioiild he pofleljed of^ and 
is fuch a Temper, as the. Spirif of God. lab|our3 
to beget, and promote in the Spirits of Men; .Now 
Benevolence being of this Kind, is evidently a fpi- 
ritual Good. 'Tis impoffible that the Prefident 
fhould free himfelf from a Contradidion with the Ca-, 
techifm in this Point. For if I fhould allow : that 
this Benevolence was not a fpiritual Qood,. it will .hot 
help him; bccaufe if it be aGpcxi of any Sdrt or 
Kind, as it muft be, as 'tis not bad, or indifferent^ 
the Catechifm declares , the Soul has npthing of ic 
by Nature, being wholly inclined to all Evih 
. If the Prefident believes, that the Catechifm in 
the above cited Place, has juflly and truly . repre- 
fentcd Mankind; I beg he would never fay one.Word, 
more about Natural Benevolence in Men; ihrAf this 
be the true State of Mankind, the Prefiderjt may^ 
wjch a$ much Propriety talk of natural Pen^vftT 



. ^7S ) 

1 *•* • • • • f. ■ \- 

icnct la ficvils: For the Chara6ler here giveii c^ 
Mankind, ' even at their firft coming into B^ing, jl 
its bad a Charadter for Wickejlnefs, as the Devils 
can poffibly, deferve. j and it is not in the Powfer of 
Language t9 defcribe ,a worfe Charai^er then is de- 
fcribed. This Defcription given of Mankind jjs a fi-r 
hifhed DifcHption of the greateft Wickednefiithat any 
Being, in the Nature of it, ijpo(libl)Lcapableofarri-f * 
^Qgto: Far they are here not reprefented to b^ part4 
Ijr inclined t6 fome Evils, at . fonaetimes j but to be 
Wholly, totally inclined to all Evili of every Kind 
and Degree^ at all Tiiiies and for ever ; tyhich is the 
iJtinoft.that can jiofibly be faid with Truthi of*thc 
Devil himfelf. 

In P^e dg Mr. trefident fays, " Thfe boarineSJ 
" contained in our Catechifm and Corifeffion of 
** Faith, particularly^ the i)ivinity and Satisfaaipii 
\^ of Chr0, original SijJ, Jkc. have been univcrfaliy 
f * received, eftabliftied and taught in all Ages of tliQ 
*' Chriftian Church : And AJppn all th«i Search J have 
** beeh able to niake iiito Anriquity, I can .find no 
*^ fmgle Inftance of anj publick Confeflioh of FaitH 
^^ drawrt.up by ajiy Coi^ncil j or generally received 
*« and eftabliflied in iny Chfiftian Cpuritry In th<$ 
*' World, wherein any of thefc Dditrines have beeii 
plainly and ^cprefsfy denied. /^ J^ow this viz. thd 
• Authority 6f Couricils i&'tKe feCond great Argu-^ 
ment, by which he vindicates the DddtHnes of thd 

,. ^ After I Kave made a few dbfervations iipdfi thii 
C^otation fromMr.Prefident, I fliall infei:t anExtrafiii 
from Mr. C^eiMff Author of the Hiftory of Perfc-i 
fcutions, of the feveageneralCouncils fhat have madd 
fo much Nolfe In the World ^ from whence it will 
appear to every impartial Reader, that the Confeffi- 
bns of Faith or Refplves of thefe Councils refpedting 
^he Faith, are lif de to be regarded •, . and confequent- 
iy thit 'tis i)qt much to the Pat^<:ife^^%&^ic«x^^^^ 
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kmrmed a Doftrine, or whether they denied it : As 
tfiefe Councils were convened at the; Defire of Prin- 
ces, fometimes to anfwer Schemes and Defigns of 
their own, fometimes in. Gratification to the Humour 
of proud and tyrannical Bifhops -, and were always 
managed with a Party Spirit, and often with the great- 
eft Heat and Cabal ; and were fo^ the riioftPart at- 
tended with Excommunication of fome Part of the 

^ Chriftian Church, and generally with Daftination of 
the Same, fo far as this was in their Power.-— 
' The firft Thing I obferve with Regard to the fore- 
cited Paflage is, that thdre is a good Deal of Arti- 
fice in it. The Prefident here ranks the Divinity of 
GMJi with the Dodrincs of Original Sin &c. fo Pagtf 
3*3 and 38, as tho' there Was a neceffary Connedioa 
between thefe Doftrines ; fo that if the Divinity of 
CMJi was owned or denied, the Dodlrine of Origi^ 
nal Sin was owned or denied in like Manneh And 
then by going on to prove, that this Doftrine of 
the Divinity of our Blefl[c'd Saviour, has beeh fully 
eftablifhed by General Councils'; he" Would infinu^ 
ate, that the Doftrine of Original Sin, with all thofe 
Doftrines that have a neceffary Dependerice upon 
it, wefe eftabliflied alfo. - I call this Way of Ar- 
guing more artificial than honeft : Becaufe I ne- 
ver could learn that the Doftrine of Original Sin,- 
&c, was ever controverted in any of the General 
Councils. I believe the Prefident i^ very fen- 
fible of this himfelf : For if thefe General Councils' 
riever'faid any Thing about thefe Doariner. ; thcr 
Prefident, was pretty lafe in* faying, th^y never denied 
" tfieni; but it would have been a great deal more to his 
Purpofe, if he could have faid with Truth, that thpy 
had affirmed' them. 

• Secondly, I obferve that . here is a wonderful 
Argument, no lefs artificial than the Former •, that 
thefe Doctrines contained in our Catechifm and Con- 

fklUon are true, becaufe tKey nevcx Kw« bten plainly 
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^nd exprefsly denied by any Council. ^ Juft as tho? 
every Propofition was true, that thofe Councils ha4 
not exprefsly denied. Moft convincing Argument 
this ! Did thefe Councils ever plainly and exprefsly 
deny the Salvation of Devils ? No ! What is the 
Cdnfequence then according to the JPrefident's Rea- 
soning? Why that the Devils would be favcd. By 
tliis I don't mean to difpute or redicule thofe Doc-r 
trincs referred to ; but to expofe the Weaknefs and 
Folly of the Prefident's Reafoning. The Prelident's 
Argument is this, that becaufe thefe Councils hav^ 
never denied thefe Dodrines, they are thei*efore true ; 
Ijut fuppofc on the other Hand, if thefe Do6trines had 
never been believed or afferted to be true, (original 
Sin, I mean, and the Doctrines thereon depending ; ' 
as to the Divinity of our Saviour, it was fully fettled 
|?y general Cou'ncils) with what Propriety could thele 
Councils ever have denied them ? Would it be pro- 
per for a Council of three or four hundred Men, to 

. deny a Do6lrine that no Man affirmed ? 1 the rathef 
mention this, becaufe Dr. IVhitby fays, that not one 
Man in the Chriftian Church afferted the Dodtrine of 
original -Sin before St, Aujliii^y wjio lived in the 5th 
Century, about tbo Years after the Council of Nice. 
To finifh this Argument, the Prefident fays in Pag. 
32. " About the Year 405 P^lagius denied the Doc- ( 
*' trine of original Sin, and afferted fundry Errors 
" of the like Nature -, and that St. Jugufiine wrote 
" againft him. very copioufly, &c." Now the Strength 
of this Argument is built upomthis Suppofition, that 

. this Doctrine had never, been denied before PelagiiiS 
denied it^ 405 Years after Chriji : Confcquently that 
it muft be true. Upon which I query, whether Pe- 

^ lagius dtmtd this Dodtrine, and St. 4ujiin afferted it.,' 
or whether S. Jujlin afferted it, and Pelagius denied 
it ? For upon theSuppofition that thisDoftrine was.ne- 
yer afferted before St. Jujiin afferted it, the Prefi- 

^ * Preface ?a§c 6, and iv. 
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Rent's Argument comes to the Giiound. An4 in 
as much as his Suppofition wants a' Support, viz, 
that if had alwa]^ been aflertcd, thei^ is no Stiength 
\n the Argument. Indeed all the Arguments the trc- 
JBdent has produced in Vindication of the Po£bine$ 
of the New^Engl^nd Churches are fo feeble and in- 
Vonfiftent, that thofe Dofhines are really rendered 
more fufpefted j indeed they look more like a BurJdque 
on thofe Doftrines, than any Thing elfe. Np Wonder 
then if the Friends of Cahimfm are in real Pain oii 
their Account ; for why, fays, the Oppofers of thefis 
Doftrinesi ha*i^'t this Champion of the Faith, produced 
more folid Arguments for their Support, if t^ey arc 
capable of being fupported ? ' , ^■ 

* But I now" return, as was propofed, tq g^irc an 
Extraft of the Seven General Councils. 
' firft, of /ifc^NicENE Council, which was tk^ 
firft General Council. 
Conjiantine being greatly difturbed ppon this Ac-? 
count(Arian Difpute) fent Letters to the Bifhops of 
the feveral Provinces of the Empire, to aflcmWe to^ 

f ether ztNici mBytbma^ and accordingly great Num^ 
icrs of thenl czmtj J. C. 325. Some through Hopes 
of Profit, arid Others out of Curiofity to fee fyth i 
Miracle of an Emperor, and niany of them lipor^ 
much worfe Accounts, ^ The Number of them, wasi 
three Hundred and Eighteen, befidcs vaft Numbers 
<>f Prefbyters, Deacons, Acoly thefts, and Others. Tho 
Ecclefiaftical Hiftorians tell vs, that in this vaft Gol- 
3[e6tion of Bifhops fome ^erermarkahk for their Gra^ 
Tityj Patience under Sufferings^ Modefyj Megrity^ Elor 
^ence^ ' courteous Behaviour^ and the like Virtues ; that 
JoTne were venerable for tbeir^e^and others excelled fn their 
youthful Vigour^ both cfBody and Mind: They are call- 
ed an Army of God, muftered, againfi the Devil\ a 
great Crown or Garland of Priefi^s-j compofed and adorned 
with the faireft Flowers -, Confeffors, a Crowd of Mar^ 
£yrsjf a divine ariirnpfiwt^)^ ^ci»W;)l -^ a drvit^Qjoir^&c^ 



(79) 

^\it yet they All ^gree that there were Others of vc- . 
ry different Charaaers. Eujebius tells us, that after 
the ' Emperor hagi ended his Speech, exhorting theiri 
tol'eace, fome of tbm began to accufe tbeirNeigbbours^O- 
ihers ta vindicate TbmfeheSy and recriminate \ that maiy 
Things of this Nature were urged on both SideSy and ma- 
ny Quarrels or Debates arofe in the Beginning -, and that 
Some came to the Council with worldly Views of Gain. 
Theodorit fays that thofe of the Arian Party were fu!h- 
tie and crafty ^and Hke Shelves under Water concealed their 
Wickidmefs \ that among the Orthodox fome of them 
were of a quarrelling^ malicious Temper ^ and accufedfffve^ 
Xalofthe Bijhops j and that ti>ey prefented their accufato^ 
ty Libels to the Emperor. Socrates fays that very many of 
themy the major Part of them^accufed one anofher^ and thai 
many of them^ theDay before the Emperor came to the Coun^ 
ciU had delivered unto himJJbels of Accufations^ or Petitum 
againjt their Enemies, So'zomen goes farther, and tells us. 
That as it tffually comes topafs^ many of the Prtejis came to-n 
get her J that they might contend eamejily about thArown Af^ • 
fairs^ thinking they had now a fit Opportunity toredrefs their 
Grievances \ and^ that every Oneprefented (i Ubel to the Em-' 
ffcror^ of the Matters of which he accufed Others^ ennumera^ 
ting bis particular Grievances \ and that this happfinedalmofi 
' every Day. Gelajius Cyzicenus^s Account of them is. That 
when all the Bijhops were gathered together ; according to 
Cuftom^ there happened many Debates and Contentions among 
the Bifi)op^ each One having Matters ofAccufation agaivfi 
fhe Other. Upon this^ they gave in Libels ofAccufation to the 
Emperor^ who received them ; and when he faw the S^uar- 
rels bf fuch Bijhops with one another^ he faid^ &c. and 
endeavoured to conceal the wicked Attempts of fuch Bijhops^ 
from the Knowledge of Thofe without Doors. So that,, 
notwithftanding the Encomiums on this Council, thd 
evil Spirit had plainly got amongft them ; for after 
the Emperor had exhorted them to lay afide all their 
pifferences, and to enter into Meafures of Unioa 
find Pe^cCi inltcadof applvW t\vt\;cii^'^^'?^ tj^ '^s^s^ 
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Wpric for which they were . convened, they begac^ 
fliamefuUy to accufe each other,and railed great Dif- - 
turbances in the Council by their mutual Charges and 
Repr(:?achcs. Sabinus alfo faith, they werc^ generally 
a Set of very ignorant Men, and dcftitutc of Know- 
ledge and Learning. But z.s Sabinus wvi%:zn Here- 
tick of the Macedonian Sedt, probably his Teftimony 
ma/ be thought exceptionable ; and even fuppofihg 
his Charge to be true, yet Socrates brings them off by 
telling us. That they were enlightned by God, and 
the Grace of his Holy Spirit, and fo could not poffibly 
err from the Truth. But as fonie Men may polTibly 
queftion the Truth of their Inlpiration, fo I think it 
Appears but too plain, that an Aflembly of Men 
who met together with fuch different Views, were fo 
greatly prejudiced and inflamed againft each other^ 
and are fuppofed, many of them to be ignorant, 
till they received miraculous Illuminations from God, 
did not feem very likely to heal the Differences of 
the Church,' or to examine^ with that Wifdom, Care 
and Impartiality, or to enter into thpfe Meafures of 
Condefcenfion and Forbearance, that were neceffary 
to lay a folid Foundation for Peace and Unity. 

However, the Emperor brought them at laft to 
fome Temper, fo that they fell in good earneft to 
Creed making, and drew up, and fubfcribed that, 
which from the Place where they were affembled, 
was called the Nicefte. By the Accounts of the Tranfr 
aftions in this Affembly, given by Athanafius himfelf^ 
in his Letter to the African Bifhops, it appears, that 
they were I'etcrmincd to ir^fert into the Creed fuch 
Weirds, r.s were mod obnoxious to the Arians ; and 
thus to force them to a publick Separation from the 
Church. For when they refolved to condemn fome 
Exprefiions which the Anans were charged with 
making U fe of, fuch as, Tiv Son "jcas a Creature ; there 
trJJ a \v7ii "-.dhen bcMHis ncty and the like ; and to ef- 
t^ibliJh thz IJk of Othcn iu xKdt Room^ fuch a^, The 
^ " • - ' ?iWi 



( 8M 

Sdk was the ohty begotten of God by Nature^ the Wori^ . 
the Power y the only fVifdom. of the Father^ and true God\ 
the Arians immediately ^agreed to it : Upon^ this the 
. Fathers made an Alteration, and explained the 
Words, From Godj by the Son*s being of the Subfiance 
of Gody And when th6 Arians confented alfo id this, 
the Bifliops farther added, to render the Creed more 
exceptionable, that he was confubjiantial^ or bf the 
fame Subjiance with the Father. And when the Arians 
objedted, that this Expreflion was wholly unlcriptu- 
• ral, the Orthodox urged, thaP though it was fo, yet 
the Bifliops that lived an Hundred and thirty Years 
before them, made Ufe of it. At laft, however, all 
the Council fubfcribed the Creed thus alter'd and a- 
mended, except five Bifliops, who were diljpleafed with 
the Wofd confubjianiial, and wHo made many Ob- 
jeAions againft it ; and of thefe five, three, viz. Eu- 
JebiuSy Theognis and Maris^ feem afterwards to have 
complied with the Refl:, excepting only, that they rc- 
fufed to fubfcribe to. the Condemnation of Arius. 
Eufebius Bifliop of Cafarea^ was alfo in Doubt for 
' a confiderable Time, whether he fliould fet his Hand 
to it, and refufed to do it, till the exJceptionablc 
Words had been fully debated amongft them, and he 
Ixad obtained anExpIiCation of them fuitable to his own 
Sentiments. Thus when *twas aflferted by the Creed, 
that the Son was of the Father'' s Subjiance^ the nega- 
tive Explication agreed to by the i^ifliops was exa6t- 
ly the fame Thing that was aflerted by Arius^ viz.' 
that He was not a Part of the Father* s Subjiance. Again, 
as the Words begotten not raade^ were .applied to the 
Son, they determined the Meaning to be, that the Son 
was produced after a different Manner^ than the Creatures 
which he made^ and was therefore of a more excellent 
Nature than any of the Creatures, and that the Man- 
ner of his Generation could not be undcrftood. This 
was the very Doftrine of Arius^ and Eufebius of JV/- ■ 
comedia ; who declared^ that ai thz Sor. *Uias w^ "^orrx t^ 
Oid^ fo ncilber was k$ from anj "^h'lng crcate^^ ond.x^^O'^ 
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ibf AiaHner of his Generation tvas mi id be dejrriied: 
And as to die Word confubfiantial to the Father, it 
was agreed by the Gouncil to meah no more, than 
that toe Son bad no Likenefs with atPf created Bangs^ but 
was in aU Things like to him that begoi him^ and that hi 
was not from any other Hypojlajis or Subjiahce^ but thi 
potherbs. Of this Sentiment alfo were Ariusi^ and 
Enfehius his Friend^ who maintained not only his Be- 
ing of a riiore excellent Original tkan the Creatures; 
i>ut that he was formed of an immutable and ineffabU 
Subjfance and Nature, and after the moft perfeSl Ukenefi 
of the Nature and Power of him that formed him. Thefe 
were the Explicatidns of thefe Terms agreed to bj^ • 
the Council; upon which Eufebius xJiCafairea fub-, 
fcribed them in the Creed. And though fome few of 
the Arian Bifhops refufed to do it, yet it doth not 
appear to me, that it proceeded from their not agree- 
ing in the Senfe bf the Explications^ but t^ecaufe 
they apprehended that the Words were Very impro- 
]^er, and implied a gtSat deal more thkn was pre- 
tended to be meant by them ; and efpecially, oecaufe 
^Anathema was added upon All who fhould prefumei ' 
not to believe in them, and ufe them; Eufebius of C4e^ 
farea ^ivt% a very extraordinary Reafon fof his fub- 
fcribing this Anathema, viz. becaufe it forbids the 
XJfe of unfcriptural JVords ; the introducing wbicb^ be af 
fignsi as the Occafion of all the Differences- and tJiJiur-- 
hances which bad troubled the Church. But had he Beeri 
confiftent with himfelfj he ought never to have fub- 
fcribed this Creed, for the very R^bn he alledges 
why he did it ; becaufe the Anathertia forbids only 
the unfcriptural Words of Arius^ fuch as. He was 
made out of Nothing ; there was a Tiine when he was not; 
and the like i but allowed and mide facred the un- 
fcriptural Expreflions of the Orthodox, viz. Of the 
Father's Subjiance^ and confubjiantial ; and cut off froW 
Chriftian Communion Thofe who would not .agree to 
iAeOif, rAough they were highly exceptionable to. the 



\4^ian Pafty* and afterwards proved the.Occafion of 
many cruel Periecutions and E^ils. ' 
. In this publick Manner di(i the, Biffiops kflert i 
Dominion oVer the Faith ahd Cdhfcie^ces of Others, 
and aflunie a Power iioi only to diftate to them ^hai 
they .fhduld believe. But feVeri to. tmathctnitize^ and 
expel frbm.the Chriftian CKuPch, All who rbfufed to 
fubmit to their DeciiFiOnS, and dWp their Authority. 
For after tKey had CafHed their Creed, the^ pJ*oceed^ 
cd to • eXcdmmunicdte Arius arid his Followers^' and 
fcanifhed Ariiis fx*o^ Alexandria, They.alfo cohderhned 
Kis Explication of his own Clbdrine j ahd a ccrtaia 
Book> callerd %halia^ which hfe . had \^ritteri concern-; 
it. After this they Tent Letters to Alexattdria) arid toi 
the Brethren iri^ Egypt ^ lybia sihdPent^Ssy id ac- 
quaint them, with thJdir'fJecrees,* ahd.io infornt tHem,* 
that the Holy Synod .had. cdhdenlneH th^ Opinibns 
hf Arius^ and were lb ifealous iiithiS Affdr; thatthejf 
had not Patience fo much ai td heir his ungodly 
t)oftrine and blafphenious Word?-, and that they 
Jiad fttUy detcfmihed the Time fdt the Gelebi-atioii 
of Eajier. ^ . ; ;.- .; i. '., '^;.:,. \ ' ' 

' If 'One iriaj^form a Judgment of the Perfphs wK6 
fomppfed this' Council, from tfie fmall Accounts we 
have left of therh,, they do not, I think, a^peaMx> 
Kave met fo imCich "with a Deflgh ; iiyip'^rtially to de* 
featc on the Subje6ls in Cbntroverl)*, ki tb'clfabliffi: 
flicir own Autliocity arid Opinions, arid opptcfs their 
Encmic;s.,Fdr befides what hath been Already obfeprcd* 
eonc^rriirig their Temper and Qudlif&zjAoiis^T&eGdori^ 
infotibs us„that when thofeofthe Arim Pahy propo- 
sed iij tirridng to the Synod the Form of Faith they^ 
had drawn* upf, the Bimops of the ofthodoX Side, no 
iooner r'e^d it, biit they gravely tore it in PieCeS*; and 
called it" a'fpuridUS ahd falle Confeflid'hi.&tid after 
they bad filled the Place with NoifS and Confufion,^ 
nnivjcrfally accufed : them of betraying the Doftrinc 
according to Godlincfs. .'Doth fuch a Method of 



fe 



,(84 ) ^ 

Proceeding fuit very well- with the Chara6ier of a 
Synod infpircd, as the good Emperor declared, by 
fhe Holy Ghoft ? Is Truth and Error to be decided 
by Noife and Tumult ? Was this the Way ^to con- 
vince Gainfayers, and reconcile them to the Unity of 
the Faith ? Or could it be imagined, that the diflatif- 
fied Part of this venerable Affembly would acquiefcc 
in the tyrannical Determination of fuch a Majority,^ 
and patiently fubmit to Excommunication, Depofiti- 
bn, and the Condemnation of. their Opinions, almoft 
unheard, and altogether unexamined ? How juft is 
the Cenfure pafled by Gregory Nazianzen Upon Coun- 
cils in general ? If, fays he, 1 mufi fpeak the Truth; 
this is my Refolutitm^ to avoid all Councils of the Bijhops^ 
for I have not feen any good End anfevered by airy Synod 
whatfoever 5 fer their Love of Contention^ and their Luji of 
Power y are too great even for Words to exprefs. The 
Emperor's Condufl: to the Bifhops met at Nice is a 
full Proof of the Former ; for when they were m^t 
lA Council they immediately fell ,to wrangling and 
quarrelling, and were hot to be appeafed and brought 
to Tentper, till Conftantine interpofed, ^rtfuHy per- 
luadingSome,fharhing Others into Silence, iand heap-: 
ihg Commendations on thofe Fathers that Ipoke a- 
grceable to his Sentiments. The Decifions they made 
Concerning the Faith, and their Excommunications 
and Depofitions of Thofe who differed from them^ 
cjemonftrate alfo their Affeftation of Power and Do- 
mimonr; But as they had great Reafon to believe, 
tnat tlieir own Decrees would be wholly infignificant 

• without the intcrpofitlon of the imperial Authority 
to enforce them,, they foon obtained their Defires ; 
apd prevailed with the Empieror to confirm all they 
had determined, and to injoin all Chriftiahs to fub- , 
mit themfelves tQ their Decifions, 

Thus the Orthodox firft brought in the Puniih- 
ment of Herefy with Death, and pcrfuaded the Emr 

jiferor to dcftroy thofe wjiom tfeej cQuld not eafil/ 



convert. The Scriptures were now no longer tl)e Rulq 
and Standard of the Chriftian Faith. Orthodoxy 
and Herefy were from henceforward to be determine4 
by the Decifions of Councils and Fathers, and Reli- 
gion to be propagated no longer by the apoftolick 
Methods of Perfuafion, Forbearance and the Virtue? 
pf an holy Life, but by imperial Edifts and Decrees ; 
and heretical Gamfayers not to be convinced, that 
they might be brought to the Acknowledgment of 
the Truth and be faved, but to be perfecuted and de- 
ftroyed. 'Tis no wonder, that after this, there fliould 
be a continual Fluftuation of the publick Faith, jull; 
as the prevailing Parties had the imperial Authority 
to fupport them, or that we (hould meet with little 
clfc in Ecclefiaftical Hiftory but Violence and Cruel- 
ties committed by Men who had left the Simplicity 
of the Chriftian Faith and Profeflion, enflaved thcm- 
fc.lvcs to Ambition and Avarice, and had befoir thcni 
the enfnaring Views of temporal Grandurc, hign 
Preferments, and large Revenues. Since the Time that 
Avarice hath encrcafed in the Churches j fays St. Jeron^'^ 
the LaKv is perijl^ed from the Prieji, and the Vifwn from 
the Prophet. IJ^ilJi all contend for the Epifcopal Power ^ 
which they unlawfully fcizc on without the Churches Leave^ 
they apply to their own Ufes all that belongs to thelutviXt^. 
The miferable Prieft begs in the Streets-— Thiy die with 
Hunger who are comuianded to bury Others. They ojkfor 

Mercy who arc ccmvnanded to have Mercy on Others 

The Priejls only Cat'e is to get Money Hence Hatreds 

arife through Avarice cf the Pricfts ; hence the Bifhops 
are accufed by their Clergy \ hence the parrels of the Pre- 
lates i hence the Caufcs cf Defolatiom\ hence the Rife of 
their Wickednefs. Religion and Chriftianity feem in- 
deed to be the leaft Thing that either of the contend- 
ing Parties had at Heart,by the infamousMethods they 
topktoeftablifliThemfelvcs and ruin thcirAdverfaries. 
If one reads the Complaints of the orthodox Wri- 
ters, iigainft the Arians, one would think the Aria?is 
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the moft execrable Set of Men that ever liucd, they 
being loaded with all the Crimes that can poffibly be 
qomniitted, ?tnd reprefented as tad. or even worfe, 
th^ the Deyil himielf. . But no wife Man will eafily 
credit ^hefe AjcpOunts, which the Orthodox give of 
their Enomies,, vbecaufe^ as S9craf€SX^^^ us,^ Tins npai 
the, I^raElice of^ the .Bi/hops Jcyi;ards all-lhey depdfedy to 
0ccufe ' and prciinouncc jiem impious^ but not Jo tell Otberi 
ike Reajhns wiy tbgy accufed tim as fuch. *Tw^ e- 
nougKfor their Purpofe to expofe them to the pub-? 
Uclc Odiiqiij' and jji^ke ^hem appeaf impibi^s to the- 
Multitude, that fo they' might get ^tm expellee^ 
froni their rich Sees, and. be ti-^iifl^ted* to them ir^ 
ihejr Room,. And this they did as frequently as they 
could V tp the iptrod^jcing pf jnfinite Calamities an4 
Confufions intp'rtija Chriffijin Cliurch.^ . And if the 
Writiqg5 qf .the J^anf bad npt been prudently den 
ftroyed,. J doubf i)pt .bytwc/ilibuldhavc found '^ 
many Charges .kid \>y them, with egual Juftice, a;* 
gainft the Orthodox, as theO^thodoj? have produced 
againft-then^;: tbeii! very Su'ppreflipn pf f he ^'^?i;f 
"Writings.. being a'. ycry flrpng Prcfumption againft 
them? and thc.many impj?riaT. Edifts of Qm^antm\ 
"Theodofiu^y Vaknimms Martian^ ani^ others, '^gainl^ 
Hereticks, being anajDun^an^ DcniOnfliiation tha? 
they had ^ deep. Share in the Gf^jlt of |*erfecution. 
\''THE..Tri;th is. that the Chr^f^an. Clergy were rioW 
become ?be chief Ineendiatie? an^ Pifturbers of the 
Empire, :and tjie Pride of the Bifliops, and the Fury 
of thC; Pcopje pn e^ch Side were grown tp fuch an 
Height, a^.t^at there fcarce ^vey was an. !l£leAion or 
Reftoratipn of a Sifhpp ii\ the j|arger Cities,/ but it 
was attended wijh daughter and Blood, Jtianqfius 
was feyeral Tinges banilh^d and fcftored,; at jthe Ex- 
pence pf BIpocI ; tjie Qrthodox wer^ pepofed, and 
the jfrians fgbfltitifted in their Rppm,* with tlic Muf- 
<S(er of Thoufands } and^as the Controverfy was now 
Sip longer about the plain tK)drme3 of uncerrupteH 

X [' ^ : ;:;. :;: ™ ^^ — ™' 9^a^i^^^ 
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Chriflianity, but about Power and Dominion, hig}\ 
P'refermerits, large Revcnties^ and fecular Honours ; 
^greablv hereto, the Bifhops were introduced into 
ibeir Churches, and plated on their Thrones by arm-' 
td Soldiers -, and paid no Regard to the Eccleliaftical 
Rules, or the Lives of their Flocks, fo they could 
feet Poffeffion, and keep out their Adverfaries :, And 
when once they were jn, they treated Thofe who dif- 
fered from them, without Moderation or Mercy,tum- 
ing them out of their Churches, denying them the 
Liberty of Worfliip, putting them under an Anar 
thema, and perfeputing them with innumerable Me- 
thods of Cruelty ; as is evident from the Accounts 
given by the Ecclefiaftical Hiftprians, of Jthanafius, 
Macedonius^ George.^ and others, which may be read'^jt. 
large in the forehientioned Places. In a Word, they 
feemed to treat one another with the farpe implacable 
JSitternefs and Severity, as ever their cominon Ene- 
mies, the Hefithens, treated them j as though they 
thought that Perfccutipn fof Confciencc fake, had 
been the diftinguiihing Precept of the Chriftian Re- 
ligion i and that they could not fnore efFeftually re- 
jTommend and diftinguifh themfelves as the Difciples 
6f Chrift, than by tearing ^nd devouring one a^iotnef , % 
This made Julian^ the Emperor, fay of them, 7?rf 
he fourtd hy Experience^ that even the Beafts are not fa 
iruelto ikj^, as the generality ofCbriJiians were to one 
mother 
. fhefrfi C?«»rf/^Conftantinople y er tbefeconi 

General Council. 
' fheodofm^ fbon after his Advancement by Gratian 
to the Ernpire, difqovered a very warm Zeal for the 
Orthodox Opinions ; for dbferving that the City of 
Confiantinopk was divided into different Sedfcs, he wrote- 
a Letter to them from Theffalomca^ wherein he telk 
them, That Uwas his Plea/ure^ that all bis SubjeSls Jhouli 
}e of the fame Religion with Damafus Bifhop of Rome, 
and Peter Bijbop (?p Alexandrian avdk \!!ci'aLS.\ic^\\^^^ 



only (hould be called Catholic, who worfhipped th^ 
bivinc Trinity as equal in Honour ; and that Thofc 
^ho were of another Opinion fhould be called He- 
tcticks, become infamous, and be fubjed to other 
Puniihments. He alfo forbid Aflemblics and DiC- 

?utations in the Forum^ and made a Law for the 
'unifliment of Thofe that fliould prefume to argue a- 
bout the Eflence and Natqre of God. Upon his 
firft coming to Conjiantinopky being very folicitous 
for the Peace and Incrcafe of the Chuch, he fent for 
Dcmopbilus the A'ipt Bifhop, and alked him whether 
he would confent to the Nicene. Faith, and thus ac- 
cept the Peace he offered him ; adding this ftrong 
Argument, If you refuft to do it, J will drive you from 
mar Churches. And upon i)emopbilus\s Refufal, the 
£mperor was as good as liis Word j and turned him 
ijnd all the yirians out of the City, after they had 
been in Pofleflioq of the Churches there, for Forty 
Years. But willing more effedually to extinguifh 
jKcrefy, he fummoned a Council of Bifliops of his 
own Perfuafion, J. C. 381. tp meet together at 
Cp^antinopky in Order to confirm the Nicene Faith : 
The Number of diem were one Hundred and fifty j 
tp Thcfc, for Form's Sak?, ^ere added thirty fix of 
ihc Macedonian Party. And accordingly this Cpun* 
tpil, which, is reckoned the fecond Oecumenical or 
.general one, all of diem, except the Macedcnians^ 
did decree, that the Nicene Faith Ihould be tlif Stan- 
dard of Ordiodoxy ; and diat all Herefies .fliould be 
condemned. They alfo made an Addition ' to that 
preed explaining the orthodox Doftrne of the Spirit, 
.againft Macedonius, viz. after the Words Holy Ghoft, 
' they inferted, ^he Lordy the ^ickner^ proceeding from 
.the Father^ whom with the Father and Son we wordnp. 
and glorify, and. who fpake by the Prophets. WJien the 
Council was ended, the Emperor put forth twoEdidls 
againft H^reticks ; by the Firfi prohibiting them 
.from holding any Aflfemblies ■, and by the Second, 
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ibrbidding them to meet in Fields or Villa«s, or- 
dering the Houfes where they met to be confifcated. 
Tbeophilusj Bilhop of Alexandria^ the great Enem/ 
of Cbryjojlomy being dead, Cyrill was enthroned Iq 
his Room, not without great Difturbancc and Oppo- 
fition from the People, and ufed his Power for the 
Oppreffion of Heretfcks ; for immediately upon his 
Advancement he Ihut Up all the Churches of the iVi?- 
vatians in that City, took away all their facred Trea- 
fures, and ftripped TCbedpempttis their Bilhop, of every 
Thing'that he had. Nor was this much to be won- 
Ser'd at, fince as Socrales obferves, that from the. 
Time of Theopbilus, Cyrill*s Predecefibr, the Bijhop of 
Alexandria began to ajjume an Authority and Power a- 
hove what belonged to the facer dotal Order. On this Ac- 
count the great Men hated the BiQlops, becaufe they 
ufurped to themfelves a good Part ot that Power 
which belonged to the Imperial Governors of Pro- 
vinces ; and particularly Cyrilh was hated by OrefieSy 
Prefeft of Alexandria^ not only for this Reafon, but 
becaufe he was a continual Spy upon his Aftions. At 
Length theirHatred to each other publickly appeared, 
Cyrill took on him, without acquainting the Gover- 
nor, or cor^trary to his Leave, to deprive the ^ffuos of 
all their Synagogues, and banilhed them from the 
City, ^nd encoijraged the Mob to plunder them of 
their Effefts. This the Prefefi highly refented, and 
refufed the Bifliop's Offers of Peace and Friendfhip. 
Upon this, about fifty Monks came into the City for 
Cyriir% Defence, and meeting the Prcfedl in his Cha- 
riot publickly infulted him, calling him Sacrificer 
ind Pagan -, adding many other injul-ious Reproaches. 
One of them, called Ammonius^ wounded him in the 
Head with a Stone, which he flung at him with great 
Violence, and covered him all over with Blood 5 and 
being, according to the Laws, put by Oreftes pub- 
lickly to the Torture, he died through the Severity 
Ot it. St. Cyrill honourably rtcdv^d ^:'W^ "S^^i:^ 'vs\\.^ 
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Mbtc Cbujchj . gave him the n,ew Name of, Thauma/msi^ 
ou^e^JVsnderfid \ ordetedhim to be looked on as a 
lyiartyr, and laviflily extolled him in the Church, aS 
aPerfon murdered for his Religion. This fcandalou^ 
Procedure of Cyni/'s. the Chriflians theitifelves were 
afhamed of, becaufe 'twa^ piiblickly known that the 
Moi)k was punilhcd for his Irifolence j and even Sr, 
fcyn//'himfelf had the Modefty at laft, to ufehis Enr 
favours that the whole AfFaii' might bd entirely for-J. 

fotteh. The Murder alfb ot Hj^atiaj oy Cyriirs 
Tiends arid Clergy, merely out of Envy to her fur 
perior Skill in Philofojihy, fcf plight him knd hi$ 
Church of Atexdndfia under. great Irifathy-, /6r a^ Ihe 
was returning home from a y ifit, 6ne Peter a Clergy- 
man, with fome other Murderers,^ feized on her^ 
dragged het out of her Chariot, carried her to onq 
of the Churches,, ftripp^d her naked, fcraped her to 
JDeath with Shflls, then tore her in pieced, and burnt 
Kef Bqdy to Aflies. . . ^ 

Nejioriiisy Bifhop of Ccnftantlnopkj immediaiely.upoii 
his Advancement, fhewed himielf a violpt Peifecu:^ 
tor ; for as fodn as ever he was ordfkihed, he addref-* 
fed himfclf to fKe Empef or before tjie whole Con-: 
grcgation, and faid, Purge me^ Emperor ! the Earth 
from Hereticku and I ztill gi've thee in Rec6mpence the^ 
Kingdom of Heaven. Conqueir with me ihe Herctlcksy ajid. 
I with thee wiU fubdue the Perfians; Arid agreeable to 
his bloody Wilhes, the fitth Day after his Confecra- 
tion, he eridi^vbiired to dehlolifh the Church of the* 
ArianSy in .which they tVere privately afliembled foi; 
Prayer. The Jrians in their Rage, feeing the Dc- 
ftruftioh of it determined, ftt t'ire to ii themfelves, 
^nd occaliofied the "Burning down the neighbouring 
Houfes J dnd for this Reafoii hot onljr the Herct;icks, 
but thole of his own Perluafion, diftingUilhed him. 
by the Name of Ince}%diary. But he did not reft'hcrey 
but tried all Tricks and Methods to df ftroy Hcrc- 
iicks ; and by thefe Means endang-^^red the Subver- 
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fion of Conftantinofk it felf. He per&cuted the Kdi 
mtiansi through Hatred of PmI their Bifhop, for hif 
eminent Pi^ty. Hegrievoufly bpprcfled Thbftf who 
were not orthodox as to the Day of keeping Eajier^ 
In Jfi^j Jiij/4i»i ^d Carta y and occafioned the.Mur* 
j^ers of -great Numbers oh this Account, at A£lelus 
and Sar£s. .., ; .: ' ..^ W . . 
t Und^ the . Reign of this fimperor, the A-tans 
.klfo, in their 'turn, qfedthe prthoAPX with no great- 
er Moderation, than, the Orthpdpk had ufed thern^' 
"^he Fandalsy who were partly ./^isffiow, and partly 
^ans, had fcizcd on ^ai>i and Afpci^ and-exercifed 
innumerable Cruelties on Thofc who were not of the 
|amc Religion with Themfelvts*:^r4/&«tf/e/ theii^^Ge- 
t^eral ia iS|^^ )aiXidGettferic\.\n:^ica^ ded aUpodl-^ 
tie EndeSsVours to pixipagate Aruimfm throughout all 
their Ifrovinccs. Arid tlje. mot? effefitually to accom- 
plifli this^TDelign, they filled ail l^laces with Slaugh+ 
ter and Bipod, by the Advice of the Bi&ops of. their 
J'arty;^ burning, down ChGtchesi and putting ,th?,.or^ 
thpdox Cle;*gy to t^ itiibft grievous and unheard of 
3rdrti!rcS3. to make them difqover the Gojd^ tnd.Sil^ 
^cr of their Chuitiies,. repeating thefe kind of /jTbr-? 
jfur^ fevcratTime$, fothat piany a^iidly <ljcd under 
them. Genfmck feized on all the facrcd Boolp hq 
eould 4^3; that thef might be deprived df the 
^cani . of defending . their Opinions. By rfw C9unt 
fcl of his Bifliopsi he ordered that hone but Arian$ 
fhouli be admitted tp Courts or employed ia an^y Of- 
fices about Jii$ CHildrenj pr foinuch as enjoj^tlie Be-* 
liefin of a Tolcratipn. . ^w^^fj> Mafctdorh and &?? 
i(i»TKJ,, thrqc pfiicers of his Court; were inhumanly 
jiprtuted i6 make the?n embrage kriatdfm \. and^ up.t 
on their RefufaJ, they were Gripped of thpirHonc^un 
and Eftatesj.and forced to pi-otrafit a mifer^bleJL^Q 
\^ t^e tutqaoft Poverty ^ ^nd Want-: Tbefc, jahd many 
moxz Inftances of Gen/erick'^ Cruelty towards fhe Or* 
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fiiodox, during a long Reign of thifty-eight Ycar**| 
are related by ViSior. 

"The Council of Ephefus ; or Tkird General Council. 

During thefc Tranfaclion, a new Controvcrfyj 
of a. very extraordinary and important -Nature,-, arofe 
in the Church ; which, as the Other had done before,' 
occafioned many Diforders and Murders, and gave 
Birth to the third general Council. Nejlorius^ the 
perfecu'ting Fi(hop of Cqnjlantinopky altho' tolerably 
found in tne Doftrine of the real Deity of the Lcgosi 
yet excepted jigainft the Virgin Marfs being called 
Theotokos^ i, e. Mother of God, Becaufe as he argued, 
Mary was a Worjiariy akd that therefore God could not hi 
horn of her ; adding, / cannot call him God, who once 
was not ahove^ t*^ or three Months old\ and tlferefore 
he fubftituted another Word in the Room of it, calN 
ing her Chrifiotbkos^ or Mother of Chrift. By this 
Means he feem'ed to rfiaintain hof only tlie Diftinfti^ 
on of the two Natui%s in Chrijiy for he allowed the 
proper Perfonality and Subfiftence oftheL^^<?j, but that 
there were alfo twodiftinft Perfons ih Chrtjl ;the one i 
inere Man, abfolutely diftinft from" the Word, and 
thp other God,- as abfblately diftirt6t from the human 
Nature. This caufed great Difturbances in the Citf 
of Conftaktinople, and the? Dtfpute- was thought of 
fuch Confequence, as to need, a Cotmcil to fettle it: 
Accordingly neddoftus converted one at Ephefus^ A. C. 
43.1. of which Cyr/7/ was Prefideht j and as he hated 
Nefiorius, he pferfuaded the Bifhbps of hrs own Party 
to decree, that the Virgin was, and fhould bis, thi 
Mother of God, ind to anathematize Allwho'^fliotild 
ftot confefs her in this Charafter, nor o\^h that the 
Word of God the Father i^as uhited fubftantially to 
flie Flefh, making- one Chrijl of r^o Natures, both 
God and Man together -, or who fhould afcribe what 
the Sfcnptures fays of Chrifl, to two Perfons or Sub- 
i?lle;}ce's, interpreting fome of the Man^ exclufive of 
iAeWof^d }aM others of tkcWoTd^^xeV\ji&v^ oCtKc hu- 
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man Nature ; or who,fliould prefume to call theMaij- 
Chrili';, the Bearer.^ or the Receptacle of God, inftead of 
God -, and hallily to depofe Nejiorius five Days be- 
fore the coming of John Bifhop of ArUioch^ witR 
his fufFragan Bifhops. John^ upon his Arrival at 
£^i&(/i^j,depofcd Cyrill^xn a Council of Bifhops held for 
that Purpofe, and accufed him of being the Author 
of all the Diforders occafioned by this Affair, and of 
having rafhly proceeded to the Depofition of Nejlo^ 
rius. Cyrill, was foon abfolved by his own Council, 
and, in Revenge, depofed John of Antioch^ and- all 
the Bilhops of his farty. But they were both recon- 
ciled by the Emperor, and reftored each other to 
their refpedlive Sees, and, as the EfieA of their Re- 
conciliation, both fubfcribed to the Condemnation of 
Nejiorius^ who was fent into Banifhment, where, after, 
fiiffering great Hardfhips, he died miferably ; being 
^hus made to tafte thofe Sweets of Perfecution he 
had fo liberally given to Others, in the Time of his 
Power and Profperity. The Emperor himfelf, tho' 
at firft he difap{yoved of this Council's Condudt, 
yet afterwards was perfuaded to ratify their Decrees ^ 
and publifhed a Law, by which all who embraced 
the. Opinions of Nejiorius^ were, 'if Bifhops or Cler- 
gymen, ordered to be expelled the Churches, or if 
Laymen, to be anathematized. This occafioned irre- 
concileable Hatreds amongfl (he Bilhops and People^ 
who were fo enraged againft each other, that there 
was no pafling with any Safety from one Province or 
Cuy to another ; becaufe every One purfued hisNeigh- 
bour as his Enemy, and, without any Feaf of God, 
revenged themfelves on one another, under a Pretence 
of Ecclcfiaftical Zeal. • 

The Council of Chalcedon ; or fourth general Council. 
Marcianj the SuccefTor of Tieodqfius \n the Empire, 
embraced the Orthodox Party And Opinions, and 
was very defirous to bring about an entire Uniformi^ 
f y in the Worfhip ot God, andt'^.^?f,•^^I\^^^^•^^^ 
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Form of Dozologies amongft all Chriftiasis 'icrh'atfo- 
^cr. Agreeably to this his Temper, Emfebius^ Bi- 
fhop of NiamedtOj addrtfs'd hiai foon after his Pro- 
motion in thcfe Words: God baib jufify gken ycu the 
Empire^ that ymjboidd praern Mfi^tU umver^^ 
farey and for the Pesce of bis bofy Cburcb : ytnd tbere- 
fore^ before and in aU Tlnngs^ take Care cf the Prindpks 
cf the orthodox and mo ft bohf Faith j and extitigtiijh tbi 
Roarings of the Heretichj and bring to Ugbt the DoBrims 
cf Piety. The Legates alfo of Leo^ Bifhop of Rome^ 
prefented him their Accufations againft l^iofao^^ 
Bifhop of Alexandria \ as did alfo Eulibiusi Biihop of 
Doryl^eum^ befeechin^ the Emperor roat dieib Thin^ 
might be judged and determined by a Synod. - jbtar^ 
dan cotifented, and ordered the Bifhops fo meet firft 
at NicOj and afterwards at Chalcedony 451; Thisr was 
jhe fourth oecumenical' or. general Council, confiftkig 
<>f near fix hundred Prelates. The principjil Caufe rt* 
their aflembling was the/£«/)vfe'tf» Herelyj Eutycbes^ 
a Ppclbyter ox Conftantinopky had aflertcd^/ in the 
Reign ; of TheodoJtiSy Jun. that Jefm Gbrift cenfijled of 
two Natures before bis Union or Incarnation^ kit that ^fter 
this J he had oneNature onfy. He ^fo denied that the Body 
of Cbriji was of thtfame Subfiance with Our^s. : On jthis 
Recount, he was depofed in a particular Council at 
Conjlafitinoplcj by Flavi^nr Biihop of that Place ; But^^ 
upon his complaining to the Emperor that the Adts 
p\ that Council were falfifipd by his Enemies, a 1^ 
Cond Synod of; the, neighbourmg Bifhops met in the 
fame City,, :who,' after examining thofe Ads, found 
them to be acnuine, and poqfiimed the Sentence a-; 
gainft Efitycbes. :But JHofcorus^'lSiihop of Alexandria^ 
^vho was at Enmity .with FUtviarfpi Gonjlantinopk^ ob- 
tained, from Thewofius^ that a third Council fhould 
be held on this Ajfeir \ which accordingly met at 
Ephefus^ which the Orthodox ftigmatized by the 
^amc of Lejlrikcy the thieving Council, or Council 
cf Thicns. iv^^roj was ^ttMu^tX Vl^ ^td after 
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^n Examination of the Affair of EfttychUt kU B^ 
(ence of Excommunication and Depoficion w^stakea 
off, and himfelf reftored to his Office wd Dignity } 
the BlHiops of Con/larUinopIe^ jhuiccb^ an4 Othcnit 
}ptmg depoied in his Stead. But the condemned Bir 
(hops, and the Legates from Rmne^ appealed fnon^ 
this Sentence to another Council, and prevailed with 
^heodqfius to iffue his Letters for the aflembiing one : 
But as he died before they could meet, the Honour 
ef determining this Affair was refcrvcd for his Suc- 
Ceflbr Mercian ; and when the jFathery, in Obedience 
to his Summons, were convened at Cbakcdcn^ . the 
Emperor favoured them with his Prefence •, and in a 
Speech to them, told them, fba$ be bad nosbi^g more 
»/ Heart than 4o preferrje the true and orthodox Cbrijlian 
Fmtbfafe and uncorrupted^ and that tberefot£ heprop^ifei 
to thou a Law^ tbat no One Jhould dare to difpute of the 
'Perfon of Cbrift^ otberwife tban it bos been determined by 
tbe Council of Nice. After this Addrefs of the Em^ 
peror, the Fathers proceeded to their fynodical Bufi* 
nefs, and, notwithitanding the Synod was divided^ 
. fome of the Fathers pioufly crying out, J}amn Dio^ 
corus, boiufi^ Diofcorus, kajtijb the Egyptian, bamfi 
tbe Hentickj Cbrift bath depofed Diofcorus ; Others, on 
the contrary, Reftore Diofcorus to tbe Omdl^ refiore 
lIMofcorus to bis Cbwrcba *, yet, through the Autho* 
|ity of the L.egates of R$me^ Diofcorus was depdeil 
f>r his Contempt of the facred Canops, and for his 
Contumacy cowards the holy univerfal Synods After 
this^ they, proceeded to fettle the Faith according to 
the Nieem Creed, the Opinions of the Fathers, and 
the Do6lrine of Atbana^^ CyriU^ Cdepm^ HUarius^ 
Bafiij Gregory^y and Leo ^ and decreed, that Cbri/i 
was truly Godj and trufy Mcn^ confulftantial to tbe 
Fatbet as to bis Deity, and confubjiantial to us as to 
i>is Humanity ; and tbat be was to be corfeffed as con^l^ 
ing of two Natures witbout Mixture j Gmoerfion of one 
into the other ^ and without Divifion or Se;(opraXvm\ o:ni. 
/At/ it ^oul4not be latvful for org Pcrjen xii u\\ct> «t 
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Tffrite^ ^ eempofey cr think, or teach any other Faith 
xehatfoever ; and that if Any ihould prefumc to do ir^ 
they (hould, if Bifhops or Clergymen, be depofed ; 
and if Monks or Laicks, be anathematized. This 
procured a loud Acclamation : God blefs the Emperor^ 
God blefs the Emprefs. IVe believe as Pope Leo doth. 
Damn the Dividers and the Confounders.. We believe as 
Cyrill did: Immortal be the Name of CyriU. ^hus the 
Orthodox believe ; and cur fed be every One that doth not be-^ 
lievefo too. Marcian ratified their Decrees, and ba- 
niihcd DifocoruSy and put forth an Edidt, containing 
very fcverc Penalties againft the Eutychians and jfpol- 
Unarijis. By this Law the Emperor ordained. That 
theyjhould not have Power of difpojing their Eftates, and 
making a fVill, nor of inheriting what Others fhould leave 
them by Will. Neither let them receive Advantage by any 
Deed of Gifty- but let whatfoever is given them^ either by 
the Bounty of the Livings or the Will of the Dead^ be 
immediately fcrfciud to our Treafta-). 

Zenoy though perfedly ortiiodox :ii his Principles, 
yet was a very vyicked and proh:;.:^te Prince, and 
rendered himfelf fo extremely hatetul- to his own Fa- 
•mily, by his Vices and Debaucheries, that Bajilifcus^ 
Brother oiFerinaj Mother of Zeno^s Emprefs, expelled 
him the. Empire, and reigned in his Stead 5 and hav- 
ing found by Experience, that the Decrees of the 
Council of Chalcedon had occafioned many Difturr 
bances,". he by an Edid: ordained, that the Nicene 
Creed alone fhould be ufed in allChurches^as being the 
only Rule of the pure Faith, arid fufficient to remove 
"every- Hercfy, and perfeftly to unite all the Churches' ; 
confirmi.ng at the fame Time the Decrees of the Counr 
oils of Conftantinopk and Ephefus. But as to Thofe of th^ 
■ Council of Chalcedon^ he, ordered, that as they had 
deftroyed the Unity and good Order of the Churches, 
and the Peace of the whole World, they Ihould be 
anathematized by all the Bifhops ; and that where- 
ever ajjy Copies of thofe AtUck^ &tould be found 
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rtiey rtiould be immediately burnt. And that whd* 
foever after this fhould attempt, cither by DHpute or 
Writing, or Teaching, at any Time, Manner or 
Place, to utter, or fo much as name the. Novelties' 
that had been agreed on at Chalcedon contrary tothe 
Faith, fliould, as the Authors of Tumults' and Se-^ 
^ ditions in the Churches, of God, and as Enemies to 
God and himfelf, be fubjeft to all the Penalties of 
the Laws, and be depofed, if Bi(hops orClci^menj 
and if Monks or Laicks," be punilhed with Banifh- 
rhent, and Confifcafion of their Effefts, and even 
with Death itfelf. ■ ' " * 

Hence the Churc^ was divided into Faftions, to 
that the Bifliops wou/d not communicate with eacH 
other. Not only the Eiltern Biftiops feparated From 
the Weftern, but thofe 'of the fahie Pnfviaces had 
SchiTms amongft themfelves. ■ The Emperor^. to pre? 
vent as much as poflible thefe Quarrels, banifhed 
Thofe. who were moft remarkably troublefbme, from 
their Sees, and particularly the Bifhops of; Conjlantir 
nople tfnd Anttoch^ forbidding all Peifons to.prcacli 
either for againft the -Council o^ Chalcedon^ in. any 
Places where it had not been ufual to do it before *j 
that hy allowing all Churches their fevcral Guftoms^ 
he might prevent any Difturbances upon Account of 
Innovations. But the Monks and Bifliopa prevented 
thefe Attempts for Peace, by forcing one ahorher to 
make new Confeflions and Subfcriptions,. : and by 
anathematizing All who differed from thenr, as Here- 
ticks 5 fo that by their feditious and obftinale Beha- 
viour they occafioned innumerable Quarrels and 
Murders in the Empire. They alfo treated the Em^ 
peror himfelf with great Infolence, and excommuni- 
cated him as an Enemy tothe Synod of Chalcedon: 

Juftin was more zealous for Orthodoxy than his 
Predeceffor Anajiafius^ and in the firft Year of his 
Reign gave a very fignal Proof of it. Srjtrus, Bi^ 
ittop dL'Aj2ticchy was warm s^jgaAtA. ^^\^Ccs^'^^^ .^ 
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Cbikeim^ Ind continuallv ^anat&emidzfnsf it In ^b 
Letters he wrote to feverd Bifhpps \ and becaufe tho 
People quarrelled (m this Account, and divided into 
feveral Parties, JufUn ordfered the BiflioJ) to be appre« 
hended, and his Tongue to be. cut out } and com- 
manded that the Synod of Ghalceim ihouM be preachi 
ed up through all the Churches of the Empire. Pkn 
Una alfo tells us, that he baniibed the /^hsj and 
gave their Churches to tl^e Orthodox. H^rfuOa alfoi 
Bilhop ofRomj in Imitation of his Prodeceifor Ssm^ 
tnacbus^ baniihed the Remainder of the MMchtesl 
and caufed drtir Writing to be burnt. .^ ^ ^ . ' : 

Jufiman^ his Succe^ in the Empii^^' fucceeded 
bim alfo itt his Zeal for the Council of OMdiceioni, 
and banilfaed the BUhopa pf Orttfidntinfpli and ^ntiocb:^ 
becaufe they would not obey his Orders,., and ^eceiv:^ 
the Decrees of that Synod. He alfo publijbed a Con^ 
ititutioni by which he anathematised them ai^ al] 
their FoUowers \ and ordered, that .wholbeviei' $^1^ 
preach their Opinions ihould be fubjeft to thfe n^bil 
grievous Piinifhments. By this Means hothing Waa 
openly preached in any of the Chulrches bqt 0us 
Council ; nor did any One dare to anathettajne tt^ 
And wholbevcr were of aiontraryOpinioh^.thcy weftj 
compelled by innumerable Methodsinta come into the! 
orthodox Faith. In the third Yeiatr of his Keisn h^ 
publiihed a Law, ordering that there fhou}^ be no 
jPagaWj nor Htretidksy but orthbdoit Cbrijiians only { 
allowing to Heretich three Months only for Cbpver-. 
fion. By another, he deprived Hereficks of the K^^i 
of Sueceffiori. , . , . ^ 

^e fictmi Council at Cbriltantinbplc j or fifth General 

CtntnciK , ^. f ,, 

DuRiNO his Reign, (Jt^imun). in the 24th Ycai 

hf it, was hdd the fifth Gi^eral Council at Cbtiftan-, 

tinopk^ A. C. 553. confifting of about i$5 Far 

thcrs. The Occafion of their Meeting wj>5 the Op-^ 

polidon that wis made trt the Four formei: ^nc«i 
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•CouneHs, and -particularly the^ Writings of- Qrr^^; 
.which EuJiacbmBiQiop of Jerufalemi aoeufed, as fuU 
of many dangerous Err6rs. Ift. tlie firft Seflioiis it 
was debated, 'Whether STiefi ^^fvere-dead v;m to ht 
anathematized? One Eutychius looked with Cpntempt 
en the Fathers for their Hefitation in fo plain a Mat- 
terj and told them, that there nceded.no Dclibcratioii 
about it ; for th4C. Xing Jojias formerly diA not only 
deftroy the idolatrous Pricftsr who: were living, but 
dug alfo thofe who had been dead long before out of 
their Graves. So clbar a Determination of the* Pointy 
who could refill?. The Fathcfs- immediately were 
convinced, and Jujliipan caufcdhim to be confecratcd 
hiikop oiConftantinapky in the Room* of MlsnaSy juft 
cjetcas'd, for this hh Skill ixi .Scrii5turje la^id C^uiftry: 
The Confcquence wa5, thatche Decrees (if the four 
preceeding Councils were ^Uconfirined •, Thofe who 
were condemned by them. re>-conclemned and ariachc-^ 
matizediparticularly 5r*^^^(?nwBi(bop of Mop/uefti^i, and 
iifosj with their Writings^ a$ f^^uring the. Injpic- 
ties of Nejiorm ; and finally,*. iQwjp^if, -with all his 
dcteftable and exetrable.Pri^iciplesj; a£id all Pcrfona 
whatfoever who fliould think, o?" fpeak of them, or 
dare to defend them» After .thefeTranfaftionsj the 
Synod fent an Account of them, to JuJiimoHy -.whom 
they complimented with the Title of thetnqfiCbrifiian 
Kin^^ and with having a Soul Partaker of the heavenfy 
Nobility. And yet foon after thefe Flatteries, his moft 
Chriftian Majefty turned Heretick himfelf, and cndca- 
voui^d with as much Zeal to propagate Herefy^ as he. 
had done Orthodoj^y before : He publifhed.afi Edift,. 
^y which he ordained^ That the Body of Cbrijl was in* 
corruptible^ and incapable even of natural, am. iH^pcent^ 
Paffims ; that before his Death he eat in tJii f(tmeMttntier . 
as he did after his RefurreSiion^ receiving. noCon^rJion 
or Chtinge from his very Fonnation in.the ffTomby neitk^: 
m his voluntary or Jiatural Af^eilions^ nor aft gr his Refur^. 
retfion. But as he was endeavouring to forc^ ^<^ Wr 
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ihops to receive his Creed, God was plcafed, asr 
Evagrius obferves, to cut him off; and notwithfUnd* 
ing fbe hearccnfy Nobility §f bis Saul^ be went^ as the 
•fame Author charitably fuppofes, to tbe Devil 

Juftin the Younger, who fuccccded JuJHmm^ pub* 
liihed an Edift foon after his^ Advancement, by which 
he fent all the Bifhops to their refpedive ^%y and 
to perform divine Worihip according to the ufual 
Manner of their Churches, without making any In- 
novations concerning the Faith. As to his peribnal 
Charaftcr, he was extremely difiblute and debauched, 
and addi£led to the moft vile and criminal Pleafures. 
He was alfo fordidly covetous, and fold the very 
Bifhopricks to-the bed Bidders, putting them up to 
publick Au&ion. Nor was he lefi remarkable for his 
Cruelty : He had a near Relation of his own Ndme» 
whom he treacheroufly murdered ; and of whom he 
was fo jealous, that he could not be content till he 
and his Empre& had trampled his Head under their 
Feet. • However, he was very orthodox, and pub- 
liihed a new Exf^tcation of the Faith, which for 
Clearriefs and Subtilty exceeded all that went before 
it. In this he profefies. That be believed in Father^ 
SoHj and Hofy Spirit^ fbe confiibftantial Trinity^ cne Deity f, 
«r Nature^ or Effence^ and one Virtwsj Power and Ener- 
gy^ in three Uypofiafes or Perform \ and tbat be adored tbe 
Unity in trinity ^ and the Trinity in Unity ^ having a mofi 
idmrable Divifion and Union ; the Unity according to the 
EJfence or Deity ; tbe Trinity according to tbe Properties^ 
Hypoftafes or Perfons\ for they are divided indivijibly^ 
or if I nun fo fpeak^ they are joined together feparately. 
Mm-eovery we anathematize All ivho have, or do thin^ 
^berwife^ and judge them as cut off from tbe hofy Catbo^ 
Utky and Apojlohck Church of God. To this extraordi* 
nary Edid; All, fays the Hiftorian, gave their Con- 
ftnt, eftceming it to be very orthodox, though 
dicf were not more united amongft Thcmfelves than' 



Under HeracUus, the Succeffor of Phocas^ great- 
Difturbances were raifed upon Account of what they 
called the Herefy of the MonotbeUtes^ i. e. Thofc who 
held there were not two Wills, the Divine and Hu- 
man, in Chrifty but only fprne fingle Will or Opera- 
tion. The Emperor himfelf was of this Opioiio^, 
being perfuaded into it by Pyrrbus Patriarch of Cfl»* 
JiantimpUj and Cyrus Bifhop of yilexamiria. . And tho*- 
he afterwards feems to have changed his Mif^^-iiV 
this Point, yet in Order to promote iPeacc, h^.pu^. 
forth an Edidt, forbidding Difp.ijtes or Quarrels, on- 
either Side the Queftion. Cortjia^^hh Grandfpn, was 
of the fame Sentiment, and at the I(|fligation of Pai^ 
Biibop of Confiatitinople^ grievou(ly per^<;uted Tho& 
who would not agree with him, Martyth Ppp« of' 
Rome^ fent his Legates to the Emperor and Patriarch 
to forfake their Errors, and embrace the Truth 5 but 
his Holinefs was but little regarded, and after his 
Legates were imprifoned and >Krhipped, they were 
fent into Banifhment. This greatly enraged Msuftyn^ 
who convened a Synod at Bfim pi 150 Bifhops, who 
decreed, that whofoever fliould noi confefs two Wills^ 
and two Operations unitfdy tbt Drum and the Hunmn^ 
in one and the fame Chrijij Jhould be anathema^ and that: 
Paul Bifhop of Conftantinopk Ihould b^ condemned 
and dcpofed. The Emperor highly refcnted this 
Conduct, and fent Ofympius^ He;carch, into Italy to 
propagate the MonotheHte Do6trii\e ; and either to 
iuU Martynj or fend him Prifonjer to Confiantinopk. 
Ofympius not being able to execute either Deiign, 
Theodorus was fent in his Room, who apprehended 
the Pope, put him in Chains, and got him convey* 
cd to the Emperor, who after ignominioufly treating 
him, banilhed him to PontuSj where he died in great 
Mifery and Want. The Bifhops of ConSians's Party 
were greatly afliftant to him in this Work of Perfe- 
cution, and fhewed more Rage againft their Fellow- 
Chriftians, then they did agaiiivft X,tvs.x^^;^ ^•^Vir^fac<&^^ 
tJbcmieJves. ^, . ^, 
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ttbe Third Ceuficil at Conftantinoplc 5 ar Sixth General 

Council. 
ConSfantinCj the cldeft Son of ConSlanSy cut off his 
two younger Brothers Nofcs, that they might not 
^are.the En^pire wit&him ; but however happened 
to be more ortiiodox than his Predeceflbrs ; and by 
the Periuafion-of- AgatbCf Pope of Rcme^ convened 
the fixttf General Council bi 0>nSlantinople^ A. D. 
.6S0.' in which w«re prefent 280 Bifhops. The Pa- 
jhcTS of this holy Synod comphmented the Emperor 
.with heihig,' another D^vid, .raifed up^ by Cbriif^ their 
God^ a Man ^fter bis own Heart-, wko had net given 
$leep to birEy$s^ nor Slumber- to his Eye-lids^ till he had 
gatherid them togetherito Jlnd out ibt perfeSl Rule of. 
FaitbJ\ After this they condemned the Her^fy of one 
iWill in Chrifti lind jdelared, That they glorified tvoo na- 
iural Wtlh and Operations^ ihdivi/ibly^ inconvertibi^y.zvith- 
mi Confufiony' and infeparabfy in the fmnelLxrd f}efus 
Christ J our true Qod^ J. c. the divine Operation^ md'tbe 
human Operdtiofh , „ So that now * the orthodox Paith; 
in Reference to Cbriffj wais this ; that he had two Ma^ 
tureSy the Divine* ^and Human y that thefe 'two Natur/f 
were united, without Confitfion, into one ftngie Perfon \ 
and that in tins one Jingle Perfin^ . there were two diSHnS 
WiUs and Operations^ jbe^ Human ^nd Divine.. >Thus 
at laft 680 Years ^itctChriSIj was the orthodox Faith, 
ifelatiris; to his Deity, ttumisihity,/ Nature and Wills, 
decided and fettled by this Synod ; wboi after pro- 
nounced Ahathema:S' againft the Living . and Dead^ 
ordered the Burning 6f heretical Bpoks, and depriv- 
ed fev^ral Bifliops of their Sees ^ ^ procured an Edidt 
from the EmperoA^commanding ailito receive. /i?«r 
Confeffion of Faith, and denouncing not only eter- 
nal, but corpofal Punifliments' to all Rccufants ; viz. 
)f they were Bifhops, or Clergyiiieny or Monks, they 
vrere to be banilhed ; if Laymen, of any Rank and 
iPigure, they V^re to forfeit their Eftates, and lofe 
. M^r HonouiB 5 i{ of the jommoi^v PtO^lc^ the^ were 
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to be expelled the Royal City. Thefc their ddinidyrf 
Sentences were concluded with the ufual Exclamt*^' 
tion, of) God fave the Emperor^ long live the ortbodtif' 
Emperor^ down "jntb the Hercticks, curfed be Eutya 
ches, Macarius, Cffr. / The Trinity hath depojed tbem/^ 
" The next Controvcrfy of Importance was relatii%- 
to the Worlhip of Images, The Refpeft due to thfe-. 
Memories of the Apoftles and Martyrs 6f the Chrilr- 
tian Church, was gradually carried into great Super^ 
ftition, and at Length degenerated into downright;' 
Idolatry. 

Coniiantine^ Bifhop of Rome^ the Succeflbr of PauU^- 
feems alfo to have been an Enemy to Images, andwaaf^ 
therefore tumultuoufly depofed ;ahd5/^^^^ III.fut>-'^ 
ftituted in his Room, who was a warm and furious'^ 
Defender of them. He immediately aflembled i\ 
Council in the Lateran Church, where the holy Fa-' 
thers abrogated all Conflantine's Decrees -, depofed siP 
who had been ordained by him Bilhops ; made void' 
all his Baptifms and Chrifms j and, as fome Hiftd--. 
lians relate, after having beat him, and ufed hinv 
with great Indignity, made a Fire in the Church, - 
and burnt hin;i therein. After this, they annulled* 
ail the Decrees of the Synod of ConSfantinoplcj order- 
ed the Reftoration of Statues and Images, and ana- 
thematized that execrable and pernicious Synod, 
giving this excellent Reafon for the Ufe of Images ;^ • 
That if *twas lawful for EmperorSy and-Thqfe who had' 
deferved well of the Commonwealth^ to have their images 
ereSledy but not lawful tofet up thofe of God^ the ComU^ 
tion of the immortal God would be w^fe than that of Men. 
After this the Pope publifhed the A6ts of the Coun- 
cil, and pronounced an •Anathema againft all Thofe 
who Ihould oppofe it. 

The fetgnd Nicene Couneil y or the feventh General 
> • Council, 

Thus the Myftery of this Iniquity worked, till 
at Lengthy under the Rcien ot•feeTw^^s^^iCOT\^<xTXv^fc- 
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Imc Son, a Synod was packed up of fuch Biffaops a» 
weift ready to make any Decrees that fhould be agree- 
able to the R0Han Pontiff, and the Emprefs. They 
snK at Nice, An. 787. to the Number of about 350. 
lo this venerable Af&mbly it was decreed. Thai hofy 
images of tie Crofs Jhauld be confecrated^ and piU m the 
jkmd Vejfels and Vejiments^ and upon ff^alls and Boards^ 
iHfirroaie Houjis and pubtickH^ofS^ and eJpeciaUy that 
Air6 fifould be ereiled Images of the hard our God, our 
Sfoicur Jefus drifi^ of our blejed Lady^ the Mather cf 
God^ of the venerable Angels^ and of aU the Saints. And 
t^ fVhofoeverfhould prefume to think or teach otherwife, 
cr to throw away any painted Books, or the Figure of the 
Crofsy or any Image or PiSure, or any genuine Relics of 
ijbe Martyrs, theyjhould, ij Bijhops^ or Clergymen, be de- 
fofed', or if Monks or Laymen, be excomtnunicated. Then 
tfa^ pronounced Anathemas upon Ail who fhould not 
Receive Images, or who fhould cjIi them Idols, or 
iirho fhould wilfully communicaie With Thofe who rc- 
jedted and defpifed them ; addinji, according to Cuf- 
tpm. Long live Conftantiiie and Irene his Mother, 
i^anmation to all Hercticks. Damnation on the Council 
tf^at roared again ff venerable Irnages: The hofy Trinity 
iu^h dfpofed them. 

Irene snidConlfantine approved and fubfcribed thefe 
pecrees, and the Confequence was. That Idols and 
IjEnages were erefted in all the Churches ; and Thofe 
^ho were againfl them, treated with great Severity. 
This Council was held under the Popedom of Ha- 
drian I. and thus, by the Intrigues of the Popes of 
jRfime, Iniquity was eftablifhed by a I^w, and the 
Worfhip ot Idols authorized and eflablifhcd \i\ the 
Gbriftian Church, though contrary to all the Princi- 
ples of natural Religion, and the Nature and De- 
fign of the ChrifHan Revelation. 
■ 'Tis true, that this Decifion of the Council did 
not put an entire End to the Controverfy, Platina 
ieUs us, tb^t Conilantine hunftlf rvqt long^ after .an- 
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Aulled their Decrees, and removed his Mather fH»i 
all Share in the Government. The Sjrnod aUb df 
FfMcforty held about fix Years after, decreed that tbo 
Worfhip and Adoration of Images was impious ; conM 
demned the Synod of Nice, which had eilablifhed it; 
and ordered that it ihould not be called either the 
Seventh, or an univerfal Council. But as the Rmm 
Pontiffs had engroiled almoft all Power into their 
own Hands> all Oppofition to Imagp Worfhip be* 
came ineffedkual ; eipeciallyas die^ fupported their 
Decrees by the civil Powet,and cauted great Cruelties 
to be cxercifed towards allThofe who fhould dare dif» 
pute, or contradidt them. 

For many Years the World ^tuned tinder thii 
Antichriftian Yoke •, nor were any Methods of Fraud, 
Impofturc and Barbarity, left unpraftifed to fuppoit 
and perpetuate it. As the Clergy rid Lc^ds of di0 
Univerfe, they grew wanton and infblent in thetir 
Power ; and as they drained the Nations of their 
Wealth to fupport their own Grandeur and Luxury^ 
tliey degenerated into the worfl and vilefl Set of M^ 
that ever burdened the Earth. They were fhameftiUy 
Ignorant, and fcandalouflv Vicious ^ well verled ill 
the mofi: exquifite Arts of^ Torture and Cruelty, arfll 
abfolutely divefled of all Bowels of Mercy and Com* 
paffion towards Thofe, who even intbefmallcfl Mat^ 
ters differed from the Di(^ates of their Supcrflition 
and Impiety. The infamous Pra£tices of that ac* 
curfed Tribunal, the Inquifition,- the Wirs againft 
Hereticks in the Earldom df Tbolcuji^ the Ma&CiM 
of Paris and Ireland^ thd many Sacrifices they hat« 
made in Great-Britain, the Fires they have kindledi^ 
and the Flames they have lighted up in all NaiionSi 
where their Power hath been acknow;Iedged, witnefs 
againfl them, and demonflratc them to be very 
Monflers of Mankind. So that One would really 
wonder, that the whole World hath not entered intei 
a Combination, and rifeci irv Atrsv^ ^'^vc& ^^ «Jfc- , 
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crable a Set of Men, and extirpated them as h^igt 
Bcafts, from the Face of the whole Earth } who, 
ottt of a Pretence of Religion, have defiled it with 
the Blood of innumerable Saints and Martyrs, and 
made Ufc of the Name of the moft holy Je/ufy to 
countenance and fandify the moil abominable Im* 
pieties. '* 

. Thers isnoDifpute, hut that there has always 
been a Number of wife and pious Men, Men of 
Temper and Moderation, among thefe Creed-making 
Councils, who have feen and heartily lamented thefe 
Diforders and Impieties in the Chriilian Church: 
And have ever endeavoured to corredt and reform 
them, by infpiring the Minifters of Religion, with 
Sentiments more Humane, Generous and Cbriftito : 
But their Attempts of this Kind, have proved inef- 
feftual, as thefe Men bore but litde Proportion to 
the Body of thefe Councils, who were of a different 
Temper : For thefe Councils confiftcd of 3, 4, 5, 
^nd 6 hundred B^fhops and Prelates, and many of 
tbofe Biftiops were great as fovcreign Princes : And 
were doubtlefs, fuch avaricious, lordly, imperious, 
Ctuel Monfters, as they have been represented ; both 
•s to the Orthodox and Jrian Parties. And 'tis very 
Difficult to know which of thofe Parties exceeded in 
Cruelty and W-ickedncfs. 

■ If Men then^ aftuated by thefe Principles, and 
Views* have been the Men, that have ,compofed thefe 
Councils^ there is little, or no Weight to be put up- 
on their Opinions, as to" the Doftrines of Religion •, 
for as Religion was not their principal Concern, but 
fov^er and Grandeur, they have generally made the 
i^rft, fubfervent to the laft.: Accordingly all Sorts of 
Principles have been orthodox in their Turn. — - 
Now, as this has generally been the State of the; 
Cbriftian Church, and thefe the Sentiments and 
Views that have for the moft Part . governed, thefe 
Creed liiaking Miniftcrs, from the 6r(t Hicem Coun- 



t^i, which was held Jil; the. Year of the Chriftiiil 
MrsLgzSi to the Proteitaht Reformation, which be^i 
igan in, Henry; the VIIFs Day, g little better then 
1200 Years- ^go, Qiie • would be apt to* think; the 
^^^i^the i^ref^ent- lays Upon'' Cbuncils, ' i3 rathef 
built upon the ^fiip&Jistioifs Fbndhefs he has for them, 
than upon any juft and ' folid* Foundation. — - • 
! I have faid the more on thii Head o^ Councils,' 
becaufe I Have urjderftood, that there ha^ -biien. diverj 
jA-ttcmpts made fbr the: fqrmihgof a General Aflbcia- 
tion In this Coldny -, ^nd thd:t Mr. Prefident has la- 
boured abundantly in that Affair; This «G|neral 
As&cociATioiir tpercelvcj is to be the Supreme Ec^ 
tlejiajiical Cdirt\ \*^here all religious Debates and Con- 
jtroverfles: feffjiefting hHq Faitn, aire to be judged de- 
cided and finrlhedi ' And that their DecifionS refpeft-^ 
ing Orthodoxy and ; Herefy,* are to be binding upori 
ihe Minifters arid tKeir Churches; and that; they are 
to be invefted with the Power of Excomn:junication, 
J>oth of Minifters and Churches, '■ If this {hcfulderer 
be the Cafe (which I. hope God in his^JProvidence 
will prevent) the Cottned^cui Churches may date their 
Kuin and Cohfufion from that vfery Day. Fbr fup- 
pofej> that this Matter was effeded, and that a Man of 
€yrill or Atbenqfius'^ Temper was Prefident:, on in the 
ipodern Phrafe, Mbdera«;or ,of this Council, and that 
it*s Members were of the fame Stamp ;• "v^hat muft 
.we conceive to be the. Copllequcnc;e ? But that tho 
Gry of Kerefy would foon be raifed^; fipr theft 
Fathers of the. Faith generally account tvtrf Thing 
Herefy ihat don't comport with their Iiitercft, whe- 
ther it be of a religious ^or civil Nature^ and that if 
there Were rio I-lereticks before, that then there would 
be Many ; and diat the Government would be filled 
yrith religious Curfes artd E2Kc6mnriunications. Thii 
*iUbe a glorious Reformation / When the Churches 
fi\all have go? together by the Ear^^ and nothing 
fliall be heard, but Curfes aad EY^c^\Mx«xv\mNs^^ v 
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fi/finifters and Churches fending each otlier to uih 
Devil by Turns.— The greateft Mifchiefs that hath 
ever befallen the Chriftian Church,^ haVfe ,.derived 
from the Power, Pride, Ufurpation* Tytznny and 
Cruehy of thefe Religious Coiincils ;■ Witneft the 
Councils of Nicene^ f^Iacedon^ &c*. And what -Rcaforl 
h^ve we to expeft, but that the Confequehces of i 
General Aflbciation, will be the fame, as far as the 
Climate will allow of it; We have Men defcended front 
the fame corrupt Stocky Men who have probably as 
fnuch Pride, Avarice and Itcli for Domination, and, it 
t may 

• Applicable to this, fays the late Rcv'd learned and pioui Jona^ 
than Dickinfon of Elixabeth-TQ'ujny in his Remarks upon ^ 
toifcourfc, intituled, an Overture ; ( A Piecs at this Time highly 
worthy the Attention of the Public) in thefe Words, " The 

. ** Synod of Nicey did indeed impofe Subfcriptions ; but what was 

. ^'^ the Confequcnce, but horrible. Scbii'ms, Convuliions and 

** Confufions, until the Church was crumbled into Parts an 4 

** Parties, each uncharitably anathematizing one another ? Ne- 

" ver was the Church irifelled with fuch a Swarm of Heretids 

■r " and Herefiesy as.fprung from that corrupt Fountain of Impo* 

. ** fitiomxid Sub/cription, T^e j^ri am wtrt not only ftrength* 

** ened in their^ Herej^, and increafed in their Numbers by 

** their Perfecution ; but there was quickly added to ^cwf> th6 

** black Catalogue of Eufiathiam, Macedonians^ Anomoioiy Euno* 

*•* miansy Photiniansy Luciferiansy Antkrofomorphites^ ■ DonatiJls\ 

• ** Appollonariansy Dimerita, Maffiiiani, Antidicomorianitay Col* 
** lyridianiy Metangifmonittse^ Pjaibyrians^ Eutichians, jSt^udani^ 
** PatricianiyW)^ a long andalmoft endlefs J?/ citiera. AW whic& 

■ *' Hercfiea rofe mJ<^of the bottonilefs Pit, in about feventy Year's 
. ** fpacc, in the fame Church. Whence one, Council was con* 

** vcned after ano;:her, to draw up new Creeds^ and impofe new 
** 5«^r/y>//o/?i,until almoft every Article of Chriftianity was both 
" condemned and eftablifhed. This was the Mark^tt by Pro- 
** vidence upon the firft Subfcription of this Kind j that was eve/ 
" impofed in thje World ; and this the Defence and Pro'pogaf 

• <* tion of Truth that followed, from it. " . } 

" The Churches of Ne^-England have all continued fromi 

■ '* their *firft Foundation Nonjubfcribisrs i and yet retain their 
» *f firft Faith and Love. From all this I think it naturally foK 

" Jows, that Sul/cription.is not NeceiTary for the Being, or 

*' }VeIl- being of the Church -, unMsH^itttd, V^Liiattce, Emji* 

*^ htions, Wrath, Strife, SediUQUS s^r.d l\^^^^^^>^x^ iv^^a^SSal^ 



may be, naturalCruelty as They : If fo, only givcTIiem 
the fame Power and the fameTemptation,and they will 
do as muchMifchietasThey did ifaving, that our Laws 
don't admit of Men's being butchered for the fake of 
Religion, and if they would, that there are no? io 
many Men to be murdered, or Cities to be burnt. '^ 
Suppose a Man of Mr. Prefidcr.t's Make, who' 
could make the IVeJlminifler Confefllon and Cate- 
chifma Standard for the Scriptures, and could afler? 
that a Man muft believe the CatccHifm "before, tjic 
Bible, in a Point, wherein he thought they difagreecl^ 
\vas Prefident of this Aflpciation or Council, and thac 
the Body, were of his Sentiments and Temper-, what 
would be the Confequence? Might they not imagine, 
finding that they were a religiousCouncil to iettle the 
Faith, that they were as good Judges of theDoftrines 
pf the Chriftian Religion, as thofe good Gentle^ 
men .were, who composed the Catechifm and Con- 
feffion ; and that They had as good Right to add 
Jto them, as thofe Men had to make them j and thaf 
, if They added any Thing to them^ they would be a3 
facred as they were before ; and would they. not ftill bf 
as fond of fettling the Faith by them, as they ufed tp 
be ? Which would be fettling the Faith not accord- 
ing to the Scriptures, byt according to their owti 
Notions and Whims; they would yet be the Standard 
of the Faith: But would Men be tryed, judgec} an^ 
excommunicated by fuch a Standard as this ? No ! 
not folong as they had one Atom pf common Senfe 
left. Thefe Things will never go down in a free 
State, where People are bred in, and breathe a free 
Air, and are fbrmed upon Principles of Liberty; 
they might 'Anfwer in a Popifh Country, or in Tur- 
keyj where the comnrion People are funk and degra- 
ded almoft to the State of Brutes^ by Poverty, Chains 
and abfolutc Tyranny, and have no 'more Senfe 9f 
Liberty and Property, th'en fo "many Jack-Ajfes : But 
in" a free State they will be eternally rcdiculed .ar,d 



tbhorrcd. For my Part; did I not think Religion^ 
pr tQO facred to be trifled with, and was I perfuaxJed 
&2t no ill Confequences would attend Such a ven^ 
nerahk Council^ I fhould be half pleafed to fee it ; as 
)t would be a droll. Subjefti^a . Subjcd:- of Lampoon 
and Buffbonry^ to fee the BifhopofConne^icut awtullye 
ittendcd with an Equipage of 15 or 1 6 inr^ii^r*, tor-» 
)ng through the Government,, to ;C7ccommunicate 
this, thaf, and the other Chyrch fropi tjij^; FaitJ), e$ 
itutG. '..,: - , .. ,- ^-i. : : ... ^ ' .." >..^- ^ J 
/Tis too late in the Day for thefe Things, thefic 
Gentlemen flioqld have lived 12 or 13 Hunilred 
Years ago, or they ihould have been born in a Por 
pifh Country, then they would have hacj fdnriething to 
do.: 3ut as^to Us in this Country, We.^re Pree^homy 
and have the keenef^ Senfe of Liberty, and hait^tthc 
leaft Notion of parppennganji making a JRwgrcat, at 
ihe.lExpence Qfpur own Liberty and Property.; '-, 
^;rMh;Prefi^ent proceeds In.Pag.'izp to* lay, *> For 
*• tho' there have been fome Men fcattered up and 
•f ^owh jn the World, and 7&w/w^ convened in AP 
•* feinbliesi ,who have, not believed !thefe Doctrines, 
<* and have fometimejs. cndeayoyrpd covertly to dif- 
** guifethem, jnd let them drop, and. by ..Degrees 
** to root them biii . of the Chrifti^n ^ Church ', yet 
** ^hey never dared (^en^^nd formali^ to depy them, 
** 5*f^. " By this, the PreuiJent wpuld have iisunder- 
ftaxid, that there have been only ihere and there One, 
fcaiter^ (as he calls it) up jjrid down in the Worlds 
who have oppQfed Orthordoxy; , As a Hi(k>nan he 
IS culpable in this Repreftntatipn. — For Mr. Chandr 
IfeTj fpeaking of thefe Times he referrs to,, has thefe 
"Words, ;f* The f ru^h is the Ghriftian, Ckrgy,. wha 
** werenpw becoftiethc chief Incendiaries, and Dif- 
•* turbers efthe Empire, and the Prid^ of the Bi- 
«• ftiops, and the Fury of the People on each Side, 
V were grown to fuch a Height, as that there fcarce 
1^ ever w^ an Elcdlion or Reftoratlou of a Biftiop^ iq 
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^ the larger Cities, but it was attended 'mk Slailg^^ 
** tcr ^ndBlood." Surprifing ! Was this tftc €afe| 
ftnd only here and there a Man that oppofed Orth6^ 
doxy ? No ! The Truth was, that the Arian /SfBxtf 
was a numerous and powerful Party, and had in thci* 
iTurn (as well as the Orthodox) the Imperial Au-t 
thority on their Side. Both Parties, Orthodox and 
Arian^ were numerous ahd poweiful, proud and tj-^ 
jrannical, cruel and implacable Enemies One to tm 
Other. The Confequence was Baniftiment and Ext 
communication, Murchers, Burnings and Depopu* 
lating of Cities, &?r. 

H CoMPARjNG the fore cited PaiTages of the Pre* 
fident's, with what he fays in Pag. 40 of Jrm^ 
Pala^tis^ iiid their Followers (as he calls them) "I3iat 
>* comparing thefe Men with Thofe of the oppdSt^ 
*' Sentiments, they are but as the fmaU Duflr of t&e 

'♦* Ballance " One would be inclined to think, that h$ 

thought Truth was to be determined by ^17/^; or 

why dots he PtifsLW^Y fomuch upon Number ? 

'- Cuft^mtbi fP'erlff great Jdelwe Money . 

^bid kwiwing this J we feek to know no more. Pomfret. 

Mr. .Prefldent obferves in the fw^e Pag. ** That 

^^ the Emperor Con^antius was an Aian^ and that 

•* he ftrenuoufly endeavoured by fecrct Fraud, and o 

^* pen VJoUnce XQ eft^bljlh Arimfm. " ffe mte^ 

have added with equal Truth, that the OrtboMOf^ 

were as guilty of thefe Pradtices as the AriaM \ ha4 

. it dot been for the fi^erftUious Fondnefs he had to thst 
dear Term Orthodoxy ^^ which I imagine is no more 
facred, then thq Term ^amfm^ or Iw done le& 
Mifchiefin the World. ^ 

In Pag. 29 He has inferted (in Part, as he owni^ 
" The worfi Avian Creed the World ever faw under 
^' the Countenance of PubUck Authority. " * He 

might 
* If this was the.worft Arian Creed pablifhed by poblic Antfao- 
' litVf there were certainly foiue od;vcIS|lUl4ftI^^^^ K'^^i^^ 
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Plight have fpared his Pains, in telling of us it yra^ 
theworft; we fhould have concluded from his Tem^ 
per, that this was the Truth, if he had faid nothing a- 
bout it. . But in as much, as he has undertaken tq 
give Mankind a Specimen of the Jrian Faith, *tis not 
to his Honour, that he has tajken their wor/l Creed 
in Order to do it. However if he couid brook this, 
to ferve his Defigns, it is furprifing he fhould be 
fo weak as to tell us fA it : Frorn whence wc may 
know what to. expe<!:t from the Prefidcnt, viz. That 
when hiJ rcprefcnts Thofc.he calls his Adverfaries^ 
that he will reprefent them in the worft Point of 
Light, and may fafely conclude, that they are t?etter 
Men, then he reprefcnts to be. 

I .have not faid one Word with Regard to this yf- 
rian Controverfy, becaule I had the leaft AfFedlion, 
cither for Aius or his Principle? ; but becaufe I 
thought it. could be no Service to the Principles the 
prefidcnt undertook to vindicate, to endeavour to 
fupport:thcm by Rcprefentations which were not 
agreeable to Truth ; by reprefenting the Arians :3ls: the 
bafeft Set .of Men in the World and the Ortho- 
dox asthc Reverfe ; and by reprefenting, as tho',0- 
xiginal Sin and the Dodtrines thereon depending, were 
cftabliftied .in General Councils, equally witlithe Divi- 
rnity of our Saviour.; which appears from his ranking 
\thefe Dodbrihesconftantly together, whilft-heis fpeak- 
ing pf Gcbei!al Councils. I wilh the Prefident had let 
alone, thirf ::drian Controverfy, feeing it is Nothing tp 
:his Purpofe; and I believe he would have done it, had 
he not a.DcfigD.to raife a.Duft-and a Npifc about it. 
I hope every Man v/hb values thePeaceof theChurch, 
will dohia Utmofttopyt aStop to thefeProceedings, 
:'\ ■ ■ remembring 

How confiflent then is he in faying, in the fame Page, of the 
Arians^ that th?/ never dared openly and formally to deny 
thcfc Principles (orthodox Principles) by any public AA. 

. Whyt Wian'ftpnblics^rz/wCreeds 2LdeTi\2L\ of Orthodoxy I iiow 

9xe wc to"ur.dcrft.ind thefe Tfe^gs > ' 
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>ememtcring t^Kat the Emperor Con/iantihe faifl^ Wth 
Regard to this Controverfy, exprefiedin a Letter td 
Alexander and Arius^ in thefe Words, '* That after 
?* having diligently examined the Rife znd Fcmndatim 
•' of this Jffairj he found the Occafion of this DifFc-^ 
*' rence to be Very ti^ifling, and not worthy fuch 
" furious Contentions ; and that he promifed 
** himfelf, that his Mediation for Peace, would 
*• have the defired EfFeft j he tells Alexander j tliat he 
** required from his Prefbyter (Arius) aDeclaration of 
•' his Sentiments, concerning ^Jilfy^ empty Queftioh j 
" and Ariusy that he had imprudently uttered, what 
•' he fhould not even have thought ot, or at Leaft he 
** ought to have kept fecret in his own Breaft ; and 
** that therefore Qucftions about fuch Things fhould 
** not have been afked, or \S tbg had, fhould not have 
** been ailfwered ; that they proceeded from an idle 
" Itch of DefpHtation^ and were in Themfelves of fb 
?* high and difficult a Nature, as that they could 
*' not be exaftly comprehended^ or fuitably ex- 
•' plained. " 

Page 32,The Prefident fays, " St. Augufiine wrote 
i< Very copioufly upon thefe Subjedls, viz. Original 
" Sin, i^c. againfl PalagiuSj and afferted the fame 
V Doftrincs, which have firtce been called by the Name 
^' of Calvinifmi and the Doftrines of Sti Auguftinehive. 
" always been acknowledged as the ftandrngDoftrines 
*' of the Chriftian Church. '* For Anfwer, I would 
obferve two Thihgs, with Regard to St* Auftin. 

First, When he wrote againft the Herefyoitht 
ManicheeSjiht Principles he advanced in that Difputc; 
were agreeatble to the Principles of the ancient Fa- 
thers ; but Were a Contr^didion to, and reatly fub* 
verfive of the Doftrines called Calvi7tifm. ' 

Secondly, When St. Auftin wrote agaiiifl: the 
Herefy of Pelagius he recanted many of the Principles 
he had advanced in his Difpute againft the Mamcbees\ 
tod the Principles he thea ^'tit^d^N^ii^ ^*v -i?^ 
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rilx^t%e£tOedCi/'^>asM^U as anyThif%;biit^b(» 
Tmdi wa«4 he neither agreed with himfeli^ his Difr 
ti^es^ of avith the Father^, 
i FiRST^ Then, I obferve, with Regard to St Jxffiin^ 
that when he wrote agaipft the Hereff of the Mam 
ibees^ the Prfaicipteft he advanced ia that Pifpute, 
irerc agreed^le to the Principles of the ancient Fa« 
fliers 5 put were a Contradiaion to, end really iub*» 
ttr&vc oi the Dofirines caUed Cahi^f^. This wai 
ooe of tfai Errors of the MemcIxeSy nat $iK arofi not 
Snm Atfpr^AVUltf Klan^but from d^. ^ikftance 0/ 
Maueri mti fo fimi Souls nuere ^icked^ m J^Cboicei 
tut ly^Natairi. Againft this wickbd fierefy St jibffiiM 
tirgeth mUxf Arguments* ^ 
i FirftyTnAr nO Man can juftly becondeihn^, for 
doing that Evil which he was not able to refift ; for 
all Meii (faith he) will pronounce without &ny He*; 
fitation^ Mliftafe tmnimpeccaffi^ that tbefeM^.h(evi 
\ibne no Etdl. For if Souls be fo compelled to AGt, 
thattjicy have no Power to reflft^ they Sin ncit. 

Secondfyj That nd Souls offend in not being fuek 
iS they cannOt be. , 

: Tbir^y^Hz afferts, That hd Man is worthy of Dif 
^aifeorPiftnilhment, fot- not doing that whithhe can-j 
iiotdo;and this (faitih he) will be dWned by^veryM?rt 
who coniplts the fecrets of his Confcience; and th€ 
divine Laws written in his Heart,. 
. Fourtbfy^ He aflerts. That no Rian is Guilty fot 
iHot having that> which he hath not received. ,' 
' Now mefe Principles were the real Sentiments oi^ 
lihc Fathers, " No Man faith Juftin 'Martyr, wotM 
te worify rfHezvard end Praife, who doth not of hini^. 
fdfcbooftio U Gvod^ but is mitde/ucb ; nor. if be^ be 
l^ukedcahbebeji^lypumfhed 5 as being not fuch of bint 
fi^^ and being not able to beother wife tifon as bewas born. 
^ Mm^ faith Chryfoftomi do thus pardon their Fellotsh. 
^^/i&bea Jbey are necefj^tated to doaXbmgy^ficbrnm 
^Mldiiis:bt:dQm to JMmwt^&d ig toirct to d6 «t«^ 
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tfoity do ; .^r if it he abfurd to punijh "Thms tl^cf by th~ 
Force of Barbarians are compelled to any ASiton^ it muft 
he more fo^ to funifh Hm, who is compelled by aftronger 
^owir.-'-'Ongiaj faich, That no Man .can be blame- 
Worthy fornol doing what he cannot do % and that Ju-* 
(las bimfelf cotdd not have been_ blamed had he been a 
Traytor. out of Neceffity. — .-- Add. that Saying pf Jre^ 
fueus^ That our. Lcrd^ apd. his Apoftles^ could- ha'Ve no. 
Reafon to.^ require us. to do Good-, if it were not in cttr 
Power to do wbat^ they exhort us to -^ alio- that Saying 
pf TertulHan, That GOD would not have. given a Law^ 
to him v;ho hadit^npt in his Power- to ob^ it \ jtlfo 
ihat qf Theodorit, That COD. canmt juflly purdfh a 
Nature which hath it not in his Powfr to do Good, From 
whence 'tis phin that the Fathers were of Opinion^ 
that a Neceflity of Sinning frees Men from all Fault. 
, St. Aujiin lays down this; as a true Definition of 
Sin, That it is the Will to do that^.Jram which we have 
il>e Liberty to abjlain, ; for. faith he, if Afen want the. 
free Motion of the Will to doy or, not to do^ or if they have 
not the Power to abjlainfrom what they do, they cannot be 
guilty of Sin ; for if a Man cannot do otberiwife, bejinneth 
not. ..Agreeaole to this, GOD^ faithHilary/ hath per^ 
mitt ed to every Many the^Uberty^ ofJJfeand Judgment y 
laying him under 7io, NeceJJity of doing Good cr Evily that, 

he fnigbt be r^arded for the Goodnefs of his Will, 

QODy ftithSt, BafiJ, Jov'esThepi who do what is right y 
not from Neceffity but Virtuje \,now VirtuCy faith he, - a^ 
rdfeth from Choice, and not from Neoejftty. , For this. Caufe. 
i3i\t\iChxyiQ^omy,GOD hath given thcefree-Willi that 
Men. may npt accufe GOJ)s ^.^ being bound ur4cr a Ne^ 
ciffity of doing Evil." Man^idAth, St. Cyrill of Alexan- 
dria, hath afrefi Imlmation^to vshat he will cboofe to doy and 
H Free4omfrom Neceffity in what he will tptrn bimfelf. 
tQito \ that fpy and mt oth'pruoifey the Qood rr^py bew^^ 
tfry of Praife and Rewar^^andthe Wicked may bejufi'ly 
ptirJlhed. — The JDm/. faith Sf. Cyrill . of J^rulalem, 
j'tggefis to thee a Thought cf Farmcatio^. ij tbou '•sK|'Cvi^\\:«kVk- 



iSmtteJi 'of //, // ibou wilft thou r^eSle/i)t \ for if tiod 
iidft lie under a l4ece£ity of Whorhg^ why bath GOD 
prepared Hell ? , . . 

St. Austin offers to prove to Felix the Mahichee 
ffom the divine Scriptures, that Man hath the free-' 
dom of his Will, atque indepeccare quemquefiVelit^ noti 
peccare ft noUt^ and tberffore every Man fins if be willy- 
imdfins not if be will not : Agreeable to this; St. BafH 
faith, There is a manifeft Demonfiration of the- free-Will 
iff Man^ in thofe Words of Ifaizhj if you will^ and if 
you will not^ (Sc. — Hearkat not to Thetn (faith (^yrill 
of Jerufakm) who falfely interpret thai of the Apoftle^ 
If what I would noty that I do ; but Remember Him wb^ 
fa^^j If you be willing and obedient y and if you will not ^ 
&c.— There is not an Order of Souls j who Sin or do Good 
hy Nature^ but both proceeds from ourfree-WilL More- 
over St. Auflin declares^' JJ^ God bad not given Man free-^ 
Willy there could be no Jufiice in Puniftnng the Offender^ 
itof any Reward for Well-doings nor any divine 'Precept re- 
quiring Men to repent of their Sins % for keitber the Wa- 
ps of Good or Evil can be duely given to bim^ who was 
Good or Evily not out of Freedom, but Necejp^ty\ nor is anf 
Man to be blamed at all, who doth not freely doEviL To this 
^gvctyOrigenyEufebiuSyTurtulliany Irenaus^ 2indClemens of 
Alexandria^ GOD always preferved the Liberty of the Will 
in Man^ faith Irenceus, that They might juflly be damned for 
their Difobedience, who did not obey htm, and that They 
. who believed and obeyed^ might be honoured with fnccrrup-' . 
tibility. God, faith St. Jerom, bath framed us with free 
Will, nor are we mceffdnly drawn to Vice or Vertue, . for 
where there is Neceffity, there is neither Condemnation nor 
Crown. — My Reader may fee a Multitude of Quo- 
tations from the Fathcr^s, both of the Gre^k ahd 
Latin Churches, coUefted by Doftor Whitby on the 
five Points,' from whom I have taken thefe Quota- 
tions, (hewing that the Fathers did really agrep with 
St. Aujlin in thefe Principles.-*— Now 'tis too obvi- 
ous to aesd Proof, that ^& l?tmcvg?Lti o? St. jdfojfwr 



are really a Contradiftion to, and fubfvcrfivc of tholfe 
:t)o6trines called Cahinifm. I fhall therefore only In-; 
jftance in one of thofc Prindples, which is this, " that 
\*^ no SMs offmdin not king fucb as they cannot beJ"* > 

Now it wc are- obliged to be }\}&fuch as we arcv 
irhtn we come into the World, and cannot be other**' 
wife — which every Man Jiving will allow ; then by^ 
rfiis Rule we come into this World innofFepfive, 
jchargeable with oo Fault, either of our own or , of 
Adam^s.'-'-lf St. Aujiin was confiftenc with himfelf>^ 
he muft have given up every one of tjjbfe Dodrinesy 
fince called Calvini/my according to the Prefidenti for 
faith kfj Pag. 38. ^ Whoever therefore gives up 
^* any oac Article of Faith, muft, if he it confiftcnt 
^ with himfelf, give up another ; which has a neceP 
** fary Connexion with it, or Dependence upon it ; 
** and fo on till he gives up the Whofe/' 

Secondly When St. Auftin wrote againft the He- 
refy of Pelagius, he recanted many ot the Principles 
he had advanced in his Difpute againft the Mankheest 
And the Principles he then afferted, were fuch as 
might be called Cahinifin^ as well as any Thing t 
But the Truth was, he neither agreed with himfclfg, 
with his Difciples, or with the Fath^rsw 

WhEN St. Ji^in undertook to Support the Doc- 
trine of original Sin againft Pelagiusj who denied it $ 
he was neceffitated to recant thofe Principles he. had 
advanced againft the Mankhees : For if thofe Princi- 
ples were a Confutation of the Mankhean Herefy, 
they were equally a Confutation of the Dodrine of 
original Sin in St, Jifftin^s Senfe of it: So that P^- 
lagiusj , had no Occafion to Ufe any Arguments a-* 
gainft St. j4ujlmy but only thofe that j4ujlin had 
ufed againft the Manacbees 5 and they were abfolutely 
conclufivc againft St. Juftm^ if he would abide by 
them ; and fo the Difpute muft have ended in Fa- 
vour of Pelagius j which Auftin very well knew i and 



therefore flung them up. Tho* the Fathers ftill ad-^ 
kercd to fhofe Principles. • 

' " Now ('fays Do6tor WUtby) be it fo that St.Jtf/Hn^ 
*• to defend himfelf againft himfelf, .renounced in hi* 
^ Difcourfes againft the PilagianSy- moA of thofc 
*' Things which he had faid \n Confutation of .thcr 
** Manichees ; yet, feeing the Things he had then faid> 
" were evidently the Voice df Nature, and by hia 
^' own Gonfeflion,' the Voice of every Man^sConfciencey 
** and that which learned and'unkamed 'P<fets and Ora^ 
^' torjj and GiviUans^ Heathens lapid Chrijiians, did una- 
•* fiimoujy own j feeing the Chrijiian Fathers, who lived 
^* before hinrii in his ^Time, tad after hiqi, and 
^^ equalled, or much- excelled him in Learning and 
^* Judgfnentt, faid conftantly the fame Things, and 
^' never thought fit to 'renounce one Tittle of^any* 
*' Thing, they had thus faid, &?r. ' 'Tis mamfef]^ 
** that his 'Innovations and Difcord from hia former 
^' and better felf in this Matter, ought not to here-* 
♦' garded, in Oppofitidn to the Gonftant Senfe, and 
^^ the concurring Judgments of allttiefcFathcrsofthe 
*^ Church. •"• — Notwithftanding the Erefident has 
aflcrted, ' that the Doftrines of St. y?^/» (meaning 
Calvinifiic Doftrines) were -always the ftanding 
Doftrines of the Chriftian Church ; yet- it is: evident 
from Pr^j^^j Confeflion, whojwas aDifcipIe and Pu> 
pil of St. Aujiin'^yth^ his, i. e. Jujiin's Doftrine of 
an abfolute Decree of Salvation,- was a tneerNovelty.— 
Pro/per confefles, " That even th^y who condemned P^- 
^' hgius^ rejefted St.'' Aujlirl% Poftrine of an. abfolute 
*^ Decree of Salvation, as a mttrNovchyj for faitihhcj - 
** many of theServants ofChriff in theCity t^f Mnrfeilles^ 
*' J^^S^ ^^^^- '^f^ich you (Au&m) diJputCy of the calling 
*' of the Ele£l acccording to Purpofe^ to be contrary to the 
^' Opinion of the Fathers^ . and the Senfe of the- Church. 
^' They defend their Obftinacy, Vetufiate^ by Antiquity^ 
^'^ affirming that the things you gather . from ^S/. Paul'tf 
f^ £0/e to the Romans, a ^\A\o MT^o^zm Eclefiafti- 



V corum ita cfle Intellcfta, wereneverrfo underfiooihf 
'^ airy df the Ecclefiafikd Men. And adds, Thai having 
••^ revifed the Opinions of Thofe that ^ucrote before of this 
t« Matter^ he found aknofi all of tkpn to, be of one andthi 
*' fame Judgment^ that the Purpofe and Predefiination cf 
*' God was according to his Pr^fcience:, and that he there-- 
'^ fore made fomeVefj^ls of Honour^ others of Difhonotir^ 
^ becaufe be farfaw- the End of every One^ and what 
*' wotiLi be their Will and ABions under- the divine AJf%p 

V /^«r^.-— Agreeable to this, faid J^elanchton, Scnp- 
'' tores Vetcres omncs, praeter unum Auguftinumj 
♦' ponunt aliquam caufam Elcftionis in nobis. E0e; ' 
*' All the Ancients, except one^ St. Juflin^ aflerteci 
" that tlicre was fome Caufe of our Eledion in oun 
«' felves," '" » 

. Agreeable to this, faid Dr. Whitby^ " Vojfius dc-' 
*' clares that all the Fathers, before St. Jujlin's Time, 
?* think that God predeftinated Men to I^ifc from a 
*' Prefcience that they would live pioufly, or would 
5' believe and perfevcre to the End; and this fays 
^' Dr, Whitby^ from what . hath been difcourfed, ap- 
*' pearet^ to have been the Do6brine of all the Com- 
*' mentators upon the '8th and* 9th Chapters of the 
" Romans^ till St. Aufiirfs Time, and of the Creek 
^' Commentators after his Time ; to whom you ma^ 
:*' add, from him the Teftimony of Irenaus^ that 
'* Some coming to the Lights and Others refufing foto dd\ 
•*' that God who forefeetb all Things^ prepared fit Habi^ 
'^ tationsfor them both.* Of ChryfoHom^ introducing 
• ' Christy faying. Inherit the Kingdom prepared for yoU 
*' before you were born^ becaufe I kr^ew you would bi 
^' fuch. Of Hilary faying. Many mre Called but few 
^' Choferu, becaufe amongThofe that are calkdjGod ofhisjufl 
•' Judgment choofeth Thofe that are honeft. Of St. Ambrofe 
^' faying, God who is no RefpeSler of PerfonSy gives 
" not to our Petitions but our Merits^ according to that 
^' of the ApoSlle^ whom he foreknew ^ he alfo did pre^ 
f _' defiinate^ for God did net f rctfj^^^inate iirS^ (M, ^«^ 
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^^ foreknow J hut preJtffhkited tbem to Rewerisj whom 
** beffirehiew to be worthy of tbem. Of St. Jerom fay- 
" ing. Men are not cbofmfor their Notions^ hs for tkeif 
<* fnUsy he purpqfing to Jove hy Faith alone^ Tbofi 
** whom he foreknew would beUeve^ and laftly, ot 27?^- 
** ^hUailyM^ny are called butFew arc faved^becaufc 
** Few are worthy tp be chofcn by Qod ; for it is of 
** God that we are called, but of Ourfdves that w^ 
" are chofen or not." . ' 

• I HAVE made thefe Quotations, not that we 
Qdight eftablilh our Faith upon humane Authority,* 
0Q> for we have a far better Authority, nor yet to dif* 

Eovcf the Dodbrine of original Sin, this is befide my 
tended Bufiacfs in theie Remarks ;. but to Iheifi^ 
that St. Ju/iin even in his Calviniftick Charader w^ 
'^lot thft Standard of Doftrines in theChriftian Church, 
<ho* dhie Prefident has thought proper to aflert it.r--* 
Farthermore.l add, that St. Juilin agreed as ill with 
limfelf as he did with the Fathers. 
. 'From the Confeffion of Profper above cit^d, it 
appears that St. AuSfin held the Dodrine of aa afafo^ 
IttCe Decree of Salvation. ^^ This with Refpeft ta 
*' the End, is an abfolute Decree and Purpofe of 
^^ bringing a certain Number of Perfons tx> etcrndi 
** Life, v/ithout Refpeft to their forefcen Faith of 
*' Perfeverance. 'S^ Which I take to be tantamont 
to this Anfwer in our Catechifm, viiz. " God hav^ 
** ing out of his mceV (no other Motive) good Plea^ 
** fure, elefted fome to eV.erlafting Life,** &c. " Se^ 
** arndfyy as it r6fpe<fts the Means, it is an eternal 
** Decree and Purpofe df giving to thefe Men, and 
*^ thc-fe alone, tbat effedu^ Grace which fhall. infal-r 
*^ Iib]y and infruftrably produce in them Faith, Sanc- 
** tincation and Perfeverance to the End.** Now 
it follows inevitably, that Thofe that are not the Sub-* 
jeAs of this^Decrcc, fhall abfolutely perifti eternal-* 
ly, rfiis Bilhop Davenant own$, who fays, " no Mc- 
f^ dium <;>an be alBgned. tuVvsx otv. Gtio's Part .be**- 



^^ twixt the Etecrces of Predeftinating fail!^ 'M^n^ » 
** and not Predeftinating jfome Others ; or on Mcn*t 
*^ Part, betwixt Men abfoliitdy prcdcftinated t6 tht 
*^ Attainment of Life eternal, and abfolutely pre*- 
** termitted, and left infallibly to fail of the Obtaan^^ 
^* rnent of eternal Life, which we call abfojutc Re-, 
•* probation. As for Example (fays he) let ws fop-) 
** pofe the Number of Mankind to be two MiBion«i 
** of Men, if out of Thcfe, one Million only, bjj 
•'the Decree oTElediion, be infallibly appoiftCed to 
•* eternal Life, and Thefe certainly and abfolutely 
*^ diftinguilhed, from Others, not only as to theif 
** Number, but their Perfons alfo^ wh6 can deny but? 
** that one Million alfo, and Thofe certain as to thei^ 
^' Perfons, are as abfolutely comprifed under the EJe-* 
^ cree of rion-Eleftion or Reprobation, as the Qtbersi 
" were under the Decree of Election or Predeftma- 
♦' tion ? "—-So that it is juft as certain that the n^n- 
Eleft will mifs of Salvation, as it is that the Eleft* 
^ill ottain it. . 

Now tho* St. JuSIin held the Dodrine of an ab- 
folute Decree of Salvation^ or Eledtioh to cfernal 
Life; yet he held the Doftrine of univerf^l RedeWp-^ 
ttpn at the fame Time ; this i^ Evident from. his owrf 
Words, ** omnes utique niortui funt in Peccatis Ne* 
* mine pirorfus exceptor et pro omnibus Mortuis vi^ 
^* vus Mo^tuus eft unus, all Men, none at all excepted^ 
." are dead in Sin y and for All that were deady Qne^fhat 
^ liveth died. '* And this he proves, from dicfe' 
V/ords of the Apoftle, 2 Cor. v. 14. For if One died^ 
forM, then^.fvere All dead 'y and- He died for Jff that Th^ 
who live might not live to tbemf elves y but him thai dieet 
for tbem.^ It was objeftcd .>y fome of the Gallican 
Divines, as ^ Matter of Reproach to St". AuHin^ xkizt 
Be maintained, that it was not the WJU of God that all 
Men fliould be faved, and that a Saviour Was oot 
crucified for die Redemption of the whole Worlds &c. . 
T© which Ptofptr replies,' that t\v^fc ^^t^ xscwsj^^'^i^- 



proiidies, ihventcd to blaft the Memory of St. Aufiin\ 
that they were prodigious, and blafphernous Lies, and 
faid that they were impious and profane Opinions^ 
not One of which ever came into the Heart of Sti 
Aujlin. That St. ^Hft^^ believed the Dpftrine of uni* 
Tcffal, Redemption, is evident from above 40 Places^ 
cited by -Dallyy indeed it is not ftrange, that he fliould 
believe this Dodlrine, as it was the current Opinion 
of' the Fathers, as may be proved from VoffiuSy § Ve- 
tcris Ecclefi« Judicium fuit, Chriftum pro culpa oni-r 
verfali hominibus providifie a remedio univerlali fol- 
vendo Lutron infiniti prctii, ne. ejus defedtu pcrireti 
quifpiam. i, c. // was^ t^fe ^Judgmmt of the ancient 
Qhurcb^ that Ciriif prozided an univerfal Remedy for tbd 
univerfal SiA of Man^ iy paying a Price of infinite Valuer 
that no Man. might perijh for Want of it. , And Dalfy^ 
iays Dr. fFhitfyy proves from 1000 T^ftimonies of. 
120 .Fathcrs> the. fame DoiSlrinc., And concludes thus^ 
Throughout eight Centuries of Chriftianity, I. find 
ndt one fingle Perfon who diredlly and in Tcrm§. 
laith, thJit C^/i?died only for theEledl. — It is ftrange 
i^ow that St. Juflin^ fhould hold at the fame Tim<i 
the Doftrine of an abfolute Decree of Salvation -, .be- 
caufe it i& a plain . Contradidlipn to th^ t)odrine.*of 
univerfal Redemption, for the Doftxine 9f univerfal- 
Redemption implies this at leaft, that the terfon& 
thus redeemed are brought into a falvable St^tej ^ 
State in which it, is poflibje for them to obtain Salva-» 
tion y this is really a Contradiftion to the Do(3:rine ot- 
^bfolute Decrees, .Ujiilefsthait Perfon who 1$ in a Capa^ 
<jity of obtaining eternal Life, Is ablolutely incapaci- 
tated ever to obtain it. 

ff^at oddy prefojtercus Paths atfirfi v:e tread^ . . 
; And learn to walk by Stumbling en the Dead ? . 
rf'irji weaBleJfingfrom the Grave implore y . 
IVorfhip old Urns, and Monuments ^^j^r: ; 
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< ' J Iftitiy on the £v5 ?o\ikt^. 



Ithf Reverend Sugt^ ^tb van Efieem^ iije pixel 
He lived hngfince^ and fmjt te wond^rous Wife /— - 

POMFR^T. • 

:' The I^efident has refered us to .Blfhop JS«rw/ on 
the 39 Articles, fdr the Proof of this Propofition, 
i)iz. "; That the Doftrines of St. Auguftinei have 
*' always been acknowledged as the {landing Doc- 
^* trines of th^ Chriftiari Church." Pag.' ^l. This 
muft be attrit?uted tO' the Prefidcnt*s great Inattenti* 
cny in feading the Bilhop \ and 2t^ this Propofitioa 
cannot be fuppbrted by the Bifhop, I have no other 
Way tof folving the Difficulty; cf the Prelident'ff 

• t[uoting'him for that Purpofcj/ But to fuppofc that 
the Prefidcnt Wis fo exceedingly attentive to the Slip* 
jporting of his own Syftem, that he greedily catched 
iit any Thing in the Bifhop, that had ipver^ the Co* 
lour of^a Support tO' it ; and left, unnoticed every 
Thing that had the contrary Apjieai'ancc.^f 

i As the Prefidcnt has contented hitnfelf in making a 
Reference to the -Articles in general, without pointing 
Cut -the Page or Pagesi that contain the Paflages he 
builds* upon i^'I am really 'at a Lofs, to know what 
Paflages in the Bifbophq refers to ;. I. have therefore 
no 'Other W4y <)f replying to this Point ; but only to . 
^uotepueof theBiihbp,one or twoPaflages upon which 
1 imagind thfe PreJSdent muft burld, as there is.No- 
thing in the Biihop^ that can be found,' mpvt to his 
Purpofe : And then Ihew that thefe Paflages are In-, 
fuffijcient to fupport the Prefident's Aflertion. 
• Buy before I proceed, rwouldjuft ohfetve, that 
Bifhop Burnet ivi his Expofitiori on the 39 Articles, 
has made 'it his Care, with Regard to the Articles 

* that are . difputed between the Calvinijfls and Remon-^ 
flrarits^ to reprefefit impartially the . Argurtients of 
each Party,/ which have httn by them fevcrally'pro-H 
duced, for the Support of thofc Articles in their 
^enfe of thern, . Which he has done in my. Opinions 
with great judgment, Fait\vfu\tvefe^ C\\^xi\.^^ -^^^^ 



Moderation, in Honour to hb Name be it fpokeit^ 
But to proceed. The Paffagcs v/hich I fliall CHte tront 
the Bifliop, as the Paflages which I fuppofe the Pfefn 
dent builds upon, are fome of thofc Arguments 
which the Bilhop has advanced in Favour of the Cal- 
vinifts. The firft Paflage is on the 17th Article 
fifth Edition in Oftavo Page 193, in thefe Words, 
" The Ruin of the Roman Empire, and the Diibrders 
*' that the Weftcrn Provinces fell under by their new 
'' and barbarous Mafters, occafioned in thofe Ages a 
" great Decay of Learning : So that few Writers oF 
" Fame coming after that Time, St, Aufiiff% great 
" Labours and Piety, and the many vaft Volumes 
*' that he had left behind him, gave him fo great 
" a Name, that Few durft conteft.what had been fo 
'' zealcufly and fo copioufly defended by him : And 
*' tho' it is highly probable, that Cekftine was riot fa- 
^' tisfied with his Do£trine-, yet both he and the 0- 
*' ther Bifhops oi Rcme^ together with many Provin- 
*' ciai Synods, have fo often declared his Do6lrine 
*' in thofc Points to be the Doftrine of the Church, 
" that this is very hardly got over by Thofe" of that' 
*' Communion-'* 

Now whatever an inattentive Reader might judge . 
of the forecited Palfagc, *tis far from proving thj 
Prefident's AfTertion -, for firft, 'tis not a Predication 
upon the Whole Chriftian Church ; but only of the 
Weftcrn^ Laiin^ or RcfnifJj Church. 

Srcoi^'DLv, 'Tis hot declared what Do6lrincs were 
preached even in that Church, before ,St. Auftirli 
Time. And there will appear lefs in this Quotatioiv 
to the Prefident's purpcle, if we confider what the 
Bilhop has afi^ertcd in the fame f^age, viz, " But if 
" St. Auftvi's Name, and the credit of his Books went ' 
'' Jar, yet no Book was more read in the following- 
*"• Ages, then CcjJ:an^% Collations. There was in them 
*• a cicir Thread of good Senfe, and a very high 
*• St:z:.A cf ri:ty run thveu^H'them •, and they were' 



«< -tliQUglit tlic heft Inftitutions, for a Monk to form his Mind hy 
«' reading them attentively ; fo that they ilill carried down among 
<* Thofe who read them, deep ImpVeflions of the Dodlrine of the 
** Greek Church."- -Now this Caffian was aDifciple of %v,Chryfoflom^ 
., Oi{hop,5«r»f/ Page 192) and taught the Semi-Pelagian Prin- 
ciples § " /. e. A Medium between Jiuftin and Pelagius.''' 

The fecond Paflage I fhallcite, is under the 9th Article^ on O- 
rigiiial or Birth-Sin, Page 145. The giihop having explained 
fome Texts in th^ Romans^ in the Senfe of the Cahin^Sy adds in 
their behalf, tjiefe Words, *• And this Explanation does certainly 
" quadrate, more intirely to the Words of the Articles, as it is 
•* known, that this was the tenet of Thofe who' prepared the Arti- 
'* cles, it having been tKe generally received Opinion from St. Ju^ 
** y7iVs Days downward." All that can be proved from this Paflage 
is, tha^ the Dodlrines of St. Auftin have been, fince his Day, gene- - 
rally received in the Romijh Church, but it will by no Deduftion 
iollo\^, that they have always been acknowledged as the ftanding 
Doflrine^ of the Chriftian Church, or that they were received even 
in the Romijh Church before his Day. And this will appear the 
more obvious if we ^nfider what the Bifliop has faid in the very 
pext Page, in F^Vour of the Remo^rantSy by Way of Reply to 
the Above. Vi^, «« It is no fmall Piejudice againft this Opinion 
** (Original Sin) that it was fo loiig before it firft appeared in the 
" Latin Church ; that it was never received ih the Greek -, and 
" that even the Weftern (or Romijh) Church, though perhap? 
«' for fome ignorant Ages it received it, as it did* every Thing clfe, 
*' very imfUcitiyy yet has been v^ry much divided about it, and 
«« many other Opinions related to it, or arifing out of it.*" I Have 
upon perufal of Biftiop Burnet found nothingy more to the Prefi- 
dient's Purpofe than, the two Pail^ges I have quoted ; \i 1 had, I 
would have done the Prefident the Juftice to have quoted that alfo ; 
and the moil that can be proved touching this Matter^ from the 
Biftiop is, that the Doftrines of St. Aujiiny have generally been 
the received Dodrines of the i?<?;w^' Church, tho' even that 
Church has been very much divided refpeding them, but that; 
they never were received in the Gr^^i Church. *" 

'But that which puts this Matter out of Difpute, and fliew^ 
beyond all Cdntradidlion, that the Preiiden^ has midaken his Au- 
thority, and that the Bifhop will not {ttst his Turn, is what the 
Biftiop has declared in the 15th and 16th Pages of his Preface in 
thefe Words. «* There is no Part of this whole Work, in which 
'* I have laboured with moreCare, and have writ in a more uncom- 
*' mon Method, than concerning Predeftination. * For, as my 
*' fmall reading had carried me further in that Controverfy, than. 
J* any other whatfocver, both with Relation to Ancients and 
0^2 " Moderns^ 

§ Semi'PelagianiJm, was never condemned by tfa ClvutcJxciC G^^y 
Ays^r. ^>^/>i^, Pag. aty. Pxefecc.^ 



^* ModenstZni to die moft eftcened in til the different Parties, lb I 
'< weighed, the Article with that imparti^ Ci^v ^t.J .t^oght 
*' became me , and have taken a Merffod which is, for .ought 1 
** know, new, of Stating the Arguments of all Sides with fo , 
•' much Faimefs, thatTflofc who knew my own Opinipn in thii 
^' Point, have owneid to me, that they could npt dif cover it by 
** any Thing that I had wntten. They were inclined to think ' 
** that I was of another Mind than they took me to be, when 
** they read my Arguingt of tiiat.Side. I have, not in.thc Ext 
** planation of thatArticIe told what mine ownQpinibn was,yet here 
** I think it t^zy be fitting to own, that I fpllow. the Do^ine of 
^' ^e Greek Church i from which St. 'jufttn departed 9nd formed 
'* a NEW §Y8TEM,"*thu8 faf hc. \.Was this Bifhof ^»r«ir/ then 
. £t to be produced By the Pr^fideut^ to prove, that thf Poiflrinea 
of St. Jnfiifi, hzd always 1>een acknowledged, as the fiandihg 
l^odrines of the Chriftian Church,' after having declared in ex- 
"pch Terms J that St. Jt^fiin had departed from th^ Ureei Church, and 
formed a newSyIlem> i. e, a S^t of Doflrines that ha4 never been re* 
^eived in that Church or any other. Elie what does he mean by, . 
furmed a nenu Syftem ^ From whence *tis evident/ that rBifhop Burm 
net has, not only, not proved the Prefident's AfTertibn, but that 
•he thought it not tapawe of bdng proved. Upon the Whole I 
will venture fay, that when the Prefident fhall prove his Aflertion 
by Bifhop Burnet, I will prove from the fame Bifhop alio, that . 
there never has been wrote a^i ExpoCtion on the xy Articles of 
iktQ\ivac\Loi England, * } 

In Page 34 fays the Prefident, " I have been the more parti* 
'< cular in relating the Artifices pfthe ancient Jriaiu/in difguifing . 
** their Principles, b^cauft I fuppofe, the fame Art is praftifed 
<* by their SucceiTors," the Prefident would have applied Artijues 
and Dijguifes to Others with a much better Grace^ it he had told 
us who their Succejors were, I wonder for rny Part, that he has 
the Front to be fo lavi(h of his Jrti/ces and Di/guifis alter having 
ivrote this ini^idious Piece, which is ftuFed with nothing elfe but; 
'Artifice j^ Difguifeand Infinuations. This Piece is fb unintelligiblei 
to the Bulk of ,tke Country, at lead, who are at fome Remove 
from the Centre of Adljon, that I ftiould think it very NeceiTary 
that the Author (hould go through the Country and in a privati^ 
i^anner explain himfelf, and point out the Perfons he aims at ; 
or People will .never be like to know what yfe tp. make pf 
this Nenv-Sc^ettif, '« 

Pace 30, he fays, Condefcention has no more to do with Ar- 
^* tides of Faith, then with Propofitions in the Mathematicks. '• 
I really believe he thinks as he fays ; and that.l^ Pradifes as 
lie thihks,and that hisPiece is a fullProof of it j for aMari would as 
^oon learn Condefcention (which is a Chriftian Temper) from Eu^ 
<//VsElements, as from thisPieceofthePrefident's. Divines tell us» 
fh^t ourRphgm ConMs of twoPw:ts, <teA^cuda,!r^^/ toh done, 



and the Credenda, TBingt i§ he beKe^id. Now- Condeftendon haj 
no moreto do .with the Agenda of Religion, than Wilb the 0^4 
'4enda ; unlefs it be better for a Man to do wrong than to. think 
wrong ; if fo, our Teacher^ may Ibr.the Future fpare their Paiii| 
in Cultivating this Princtple, "1 

As Men who draw towards the clofe of Life generaUy mm 
more chariuble, fo Mr. Preiident as, he draws towards the Cloil^ 
of this Piece, would be thought to have fometbing of this Tem- 
per, when he fays in Page 40, " But I am free» that every Man 
<* ihould examine for himfelf, and then openly declare what hd 
5* finds.'* People who know that Mr. Prefident locks • up a 
Number of Books from the Scholars to prevent their reading of 
them will doubtlefs believe he is *veryjincere in this Ddaration. 
, In Page 41, Mr, Preiident has thefe Words, ** I have been 
** dredibly informed by a Miniiler that he heard amther l^nifter 
*" in Nenjtj'Englandt fince ejedled and deceafed, preach upon thefe 
** Words, ^ficab vi. 8. He bath flmved thee O Man^ &c. and the 
f * Subrtance of his Sermon was. That every Man by the Light 
*< of Nature knew what was Good for himfelf, arid moft tended 
♦* to make him. happy i and that every Man by purfuing his owa 
** paruculo: Difpoiition and Inclination, makes himfelf in this 
1« World, and will be happy in the World to come,'* It would 
have ,been more decent for the Prefident to haVe faid nothing 
about this Gentleman, feeing he was in his Grave, and had ftoo4 
or fell to. his own Ma^er, than to have difturbed him ; this ihewa 
us, that* even the Gra've itfelf is no Security for a Man (fuppofed 
to be a Heretick) againil his Adverfaries, and that there are Mea 
now, of the fame Temper with the fifth General Council who de- 
creed, ** that the dead ihould be anathematized.** The Prefident 
it feems would be thought to be very favourable to this Gentle- 
man, in not mentioning his Name^ this would be expofing of 
him : But it i* not expofing of him at all, to point him out, and 
defcribe him, , by his being fince ejeded and dead ? Here is no 
^rtificel 

r I HAVE now finiihed my Remarks on Mr. Prefident*s Piece, 
and have only to give one or twq^eafons for my not fabfcribing 
jny Name to thefe Remarks. — 

Firfly That a Book often obtains Credit,||&^ onthe Accouit 
of the Suh/criher ; and all that can be faid in Favour of it, is, tha^ 
fuch a Man was the Author : Whereas, if it Itad not been fub- 
fcribed, it would have gained no Credit at all : Now if my Piece 
is of this Sort, I am content that this ihoiild be its Fate, 

Secondly^ I can*t conceive of any Advantage that an Author's 
Name cvLnjufiiy be to his Piece> efpecially if it confifts in Reafon* 
ing and Argumentation ; for if the Arguments are conclufive, 
they are fo without the Name of iti Author ^ and if they are not 
<:onclufive| the Name of the Author' ihould give diem ba 
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